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entertainment 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1992 


NEWS & NOTES 


6/Sex Sells The Madonna biz... Hot SHEET...Steve Dun- 
leavy's tabloid life... Retiring types... FLASHES...and more. 


FEATURES 


16/Deep Cover BY BENJAMIN SVETKEY 
On the set of Deep Space Nine, Star Trek's next TV frontier. 


24/15 Bob Roberts for Real? BY MEREDITH 
BERKMAN Ross Perot's ex-manager assesses the celluloid pol. 


26/Making a Killing By SHARON ISAAK AND TIM 
APPELO Sex, money, and a bullet in the head got Hollywood hot 
for Amy Fisher's true: life tale. pLu s: Top crimes on film. 


34/The Outsider By LAWRENCE O'TOOLE 
Remembering actor Anthony Perkins and his legacy. 


36/Road Kill By ROE TANNENBAUM 
In honor ofthe summer’s mishmash of musie tours, we present the 
Roadie awards. pLus: What's the least Ringo will work for? 


REVIEWS 


38/MOVIES owEN GLEIBERMAN on The Last ofthe Mo- 
hicans, School Ties, and Hellraiser ПІ. PLUS: The real Mohicans. 


A6/TELEVISION KEN TUCKER on Picket Fences; also 
Camp Wilder, I'll Fly Away, Child of Rage, and Delta. PL. us: Ten- 
nis’ battle ofthe sexes; a Roger & Me sequel; actress Jessica Walter. 


56/BOOKS [..5. KLEPP on Gore Vidal's Live From Gol- 
gotha; also Gloria Naylor's Bailey's Cafe and Richard Rhodes’ 
Making Love. pLus: Who really wrote Scimitar? 


62/MUSIC GREG SANDOW onSinéad O'Connor; also Bill- 
board's Top Hits 1980-8}, Michael Penn, Tom Waits, Public Enemy, 
Patty Smyth, Faster Pussycat, Buck Owens, Collin Raye, and 
Pearl Jam on video. PLUS: А boxed-set nightmare; critics’ choices. 


68/VIDEO STEVE SIME LS on Star Trek: The Next Genera- 
tion; Steve Daly on Macbeth; also One False Move, In Between, Op- 
eration Dames, Omen IV, Paris Is Burning, and laserdiscs of For 
the Boys and Blackmail. pLus: Picard and Data talk about video. 


76/KIDS PARENTS’ GUIDE to current movies and videos. 
PLUS: Video packaging that might fool the young uns. 


DEPARTMENTS 


4/Mail Drew Barrymore, James Dean's jacket, Negrophobia. 
12/Close-Up Pop duo Shakespear's Sister. 

14/Our Take The Brady Bunch movie we'd like to see. 
80/Encore Sept. 26, 1955: Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Fisher, take one, 


Cover (FROM TOP) EW'S BENJAMIN SVETKEY, DEEP SPACE STAR ARMIN 
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JAMES FENIMORE 
COOPER GOT 

IT WRONG: 

The latest of the 
Mohicans, Chief 
Gertinemong, a.k 
Ralph W. Sturges, 
on land still claimed 
by the tribe in 
Montvale, Conn. 


ፊ 


FASHION SHOW 


МУ... THE NUMBER 


of young, talented actors 
these days, I am disap- 
pointed you put Drew 
Barrymore on your cover 
(#134, Sept. 4). I can't help 
but think that she looks 
like a little girl pretending 
to be grown-up. All the sil- 
ly clothes, red lipstick, and 
bleached hair will never hide the fact 
that she’s just a lost 17-year-old girl 


caught up in the Hollywood glitz. The : 
fact that she has a sad excuse for a moth- | 
er is perhaps why she’s turned out as ' 
she has. I suspect when the both of them : 


grow up, life will be less shallow. 


Stacey A. CoNCA-MONFILS : 

based polyrhythms of my prose and did 
; an amazing job in turning my pages into 

፪ ENJOYED YOUR article on hats. But 

what really filled my heart with pride : 


North Providence, N. J. 


was the' picture of the young men and 
women proudly wearing their hats with 


the Malcolm X logo. As a former inner- : 
city teacher, I have seen the media por- : 
tray black pride as something inherently : 


bad. It is refreshing to see how one pic- 


ture can demonstrate true pride and a 
፡ rate. Although Mr. James’ accusations 
፡ that our firm is not adequately promot- 
ing his novel are quite ridiculous, you did 
; report them properly as the author's 
opinion. But the reporting with regard 
Jis DEAN did not wear a leather 
jacket in Rebel Without a Cause, as you : 
say in "Leather Report." He wore a red ፣ 
: inal mandate to republish out-of-print 
፤ cult classics is unchanged, and many 
new releases are planned for next year. 


sense of positive direction. I applaud 
your magazine. 

MARK S. BROWN 

Cincinnati 


windbreaker. 
TODD JOHNSON 
Minneapolis 


NOVEL IDEAS 


B... THERE ARE people of : 
wit and conviction at Carol Publishing ፣ 
who support my work, I feel it necessary : 
i from its readers. Please address letters to 


to put my statements to your magazine 
[in News & Notes] into proper perspec- 
tive. My statement that my novel Ne- 


grophobia "slipped through without any- : 
one at Carol actually reading it” referred 
to the editorial meeting where it was de- 
cided to purchase my manuscript; at : 


SEPTEMBER 25, 1992 


that point no one in the 
company had read the 
book except for its acquir- 
ing editor, Dan Levy. I 
was applauding Dan’s abil- 
ity to sell the company on 
my manuscript by the 
sheer power of his words. 
Negrophobia is a cultural 
assault on a grievous flaw 
in the American charac- 
ter, and there was no way 


: acorporate-minded New York publisher 
: would have consented to publish such a 


book had it actually been read. Due to 
Dan's reputation, the company trusted 
his judgment. Unfortunately, Dan left 
Carol before the book was published. 
Negrophobia was inherited by editor 
Gail Kinn, who understood the voodoo- 


a finished book. I look forward to work- 
ing again with her and with Steve Brow- 
er, whose brilliant cover art authentical- 


: ly reflects my book's satiric intents. 


DARIUS JAMES 
Address withheld upon request 


Y OUR ARTICLE on Darius James' 
novel Negrophobia was relatively accu- 


to the Citadel Underground line was in- 
accurate. Although we may not be active 
in acquiring new original titles, our orig- 


STEVEN SCHRAGIS 
Publisher 

Carol Publishing Group 
New York City 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY welcomes mail 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY, 1675 Broad- 
way, New York, N.Y. 10019, and include 
your name, address, and telephone number. 
Leiters may be edited for elarity or length. 


SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS? CALL 1-800-828-6882 
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Y have a dream 


Someday we'll have a little house and a couple of acres. 


À place to call home 


SEPTEMBER 25, 1992 * MOVIES, TV, MUSIC, BOOKS, AND VIDEO * 


EDITED BY BARBARA O'DAIR 


The Girl Can't Help It 


This fall, Madonna bares all—but will her new book be as outrageous as its hype? . 


ELPED AND HYPED by word of her next al- : 
bum, Erotica (out Oct. 13), and her next movie, : 
the as-yet-unrated (but rumored to be NC-17) : 
Body of Evidence (due in January), the buzz over 
Madonna's photo fantasy book, Sew, has be- 
come the biggest pop news this fall—more than : 
a month before Sex’s actual Oct. 21 publication : 
date. But is any of this heat coming from a public : 
insatiable for ever more Madonna—or is it just 
hot promotion? Answer: the latter, because Sex may not be : 1 


as easy to sell as it sounds. 


Warner Books has ordered a staggering first printing of 
835,000 copies—a half million in the U.S. alone—in six lan- : 
guages worldwide. "It's the largest initial release of any il- : 
lustrated book in publishing history," says Nicholas Callaway : 
of Callaway Editions, the publishing house that is producing : 
the book. Yet with every leak about the 128-page, five-color, : 
spiral-bound volume with aluminum covers, the company's : 
worries about Sex increase. In the middle of a presidential : 
election notable for an attempt to emphasize "family values," : 
how will people react to photos of whips, chains, pierced nip- : 
ples, and tattooed lesbian skinheads holding stiletto knives ፣ 


to Madonna’s crotch? 


“We knew what we were buying [with Madonna]," says ; 
Warner Books publisher Nanscy Neiman, who also edited Sex. ፤ 
“We publish many controversial books, and this won’t be the ; 
last one.” By sealing Sex in heavy-duty, fingernail-proof My- i 


lar packaging and slapping a warning sticker on the front 
Warner says it’s clearly targeting the book for adults only. 
Waldenbooks says it will only sell Sex to buyers 18 and over 
and it plans to check ID. According to a spokeswoman for 


both B. Dalton and Barnes & Noble, both chains will allow : 
their stores to set their own display policies, “In some places,” 
says Donna Passannanti, “that might mean a front-of-the- : 
store display; in others—where the market is more sensi- d 


tive—it might be available only behind the register." 


Controversy or no, it will still be a struggle to sell a book : 
with a $49.95 price tag. The average art book sells between 
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: 5,000 and 10,000 copies,” says Callaway. “Fifty thousand 5: 
spectacular." Considering the money invested in the book— 

፡ photographer Steven Meisel shot 81,036 photographs, the | 

: printers ordered more than 750,000 pounds of metal for the : 
cover and three different kinds of paper for the inside, and 


the book was rush- printed in 15 days Sem will have to sell at 
: least 350,000 copies before Warner sees a profit. To that end, 
the company will launch a major radio and print advertising 

campaign for the book. *Nothing's a given,” says Ellen Her- : 
፡ rick, Warner's director of publicity. “No matter what, you i 
፡ have to convince people to spend 50 bucks. You want to get 


people talking about it.” 


But will there be so much talk that people will be sick of : 


፡ Sex by the time it comes out? It's a concern. Madonna's long- 
time spokeswoman, Liz Rosenberg, concedes that she wish- 
es the new Vanity Fair cover featuring Madonna had come 
: out later. “The media just took over the information," she 
says. “I didn't anticipate they would go so crazy.” 

Others wonder if there really is such a thing as Madonna 


; overkill. "There's always that invisible shadow line beyond : 


፡ which hype self-destructs,” says Variety editor Peter Bart. 


i “People in the business say she's approaching that line." Even : 
if Sea sells, suggests culture theorist and Madonna devotee : 
Camille Paglia, it might be a hard act to follow. “Short of go- : 


ing into a convent,” says Paglia, ^I don't know how she can 


г Smells Like Mean Spirit 


IRVANA bashing has become a popular sport of 
late. The backstage brouhaha between Axl Rose 
and Nirvana's Kurt Cobain at the Sept. 9 MTV 
Video Music Awards isn’t the only episode, or even 
the latest one. The feud began earlier this year, 
when Nirvana refused to open for the touring Guns N’ 


Roses. And last month Rose 
dissed Cobain and his wife, 
Courtney Love, during a 
Florida GN’R concert. 
Tensions at the awards 
peaked when Love mockingly 
invited Rose to become god- 


Frances. Rose snapped to 
Cobain, “If you don’t shut 


father to her month-old baby, W. | A 
ኒ ATAMA 


your woman up, I’m going to WAVE OF THE WAN: 
take you down to the pave- Nirvana's Cobain on MTV 


ment.” Then Roses pal, mod- 


el Stephanie Seymour, asked Love, Are you a mod- 


፣ top herself after this.” 


But Christopher Andersen, author of the best-selling : 
i 1991 biography Madonna Unauthorized, doesn’t doubt that 
፡ the Girl's still got it. “She seems to keep pushing the envelope : 
i without pushing it wide open,” he says. “She hasn't offended : 
people enough for them to turn away. Nobody knows the 
i market level of shock better than she does." —Sharon Isaak, 


with reporting by Tina Jordan 


Faux Fab Four Find? 


ITH GREAT fanfare, The Sun- : 
. day Times of London recently : 
reported that a trove of previously un- : 
released Beatles recordings had been 


discovered in the vaults of EMI 
distributor of the Beatles’ al- 
bums—where they'd languished 
for more than 25 years. The 
tracks, which reportedly include 
“Tf You've Got Trouble" (an ear- 
ly vocal attempt by Ringo 
Starr), “That Means a Lot, M 
sung by Paul McCartney, 
and several versions of John 
Lennon singing “Leave That 
Kitten Alone,” were allegedly 
recorded with longtime Beatles 
producer George Martin dur- 


the group's Help! album. The Times | 
even reported that EMI plans to re- E 
16856 the “lost songs” as part ofa new ፣ 


Beatles CD collection. 


ingthe heady 1965 sessions for BY GEORGE: Producer Martin with the Beatles 


ILLUSTRATION BY PHILLIP BURKE 


el?” “Yeah, are you a brain surgeon?” Love shot back. 

Adding to the dump-on-Kurt mix: During the Sept. 
12 Lollapalooza show in L.A., singer Eddie Vedder of 
Pearl Jam (which has been bad-mouthed by Cobain) beck- 
oned “Kurt” to join in a jam: Jack Irons, drummer with 
Eleven, pranced on stage in a Cobainian wig. His ap- 
pearance got a big laugh. —Bob Cannon 


But EMI begs to differ. Senior vice 


: president Guy Marriott denies that 
the general publie will hear the recov- 


ered tracks any time soon. “Naturally, 
there are outtakes and live perfor- 
mances,” he says. “But no one has 
agreed to anything.” In a rare display 


of harmony, the Beatles camp backs 


EMI. *The rumor is what we 
refer to as a *monstrous flier, " 
says McCartney spokesman 
Geoff Baker. “I think it goes 
along with the Hitler diaries.” 

And to leave no doubt as to 
whether a collaboration may be 
in the offing between EMI and 
the Beatles’ own label, Apple 
(after years of legal wrangling 
between the two over the 
group's back catalog), an Apple 
spokeswoman says definitively, 
“There are no lost Beatles 
tapes.” —Peter Donald 


p 
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NEWS @ NOTES 


What the country is talking about this week... 


1 DANIEL DAY-LEWIS 
Playing Hawkeye in The Last of the Mohicans. Was he raised 
by Indians or did he escape from a Calvin Klein ad? 


2 BARBRA STREISAND AND ANDRE AGASSI 
LD. 


There is no romance; she's after hair tips. 


WHOOPI GOLDBERG The movies, the 
talk show, the Star Trek gig, Comic Relie „the 
Disney fights. What does she do in her spare time? 


` HUSBANDS AND WIVES In the continuing 
saga, Woody insists this movie has nothing to do with 
his real life. The movie takes place on Park Avenue. 
5 HIGHEST-PAID ENTERTAINERS The usual suspects: 
Cosby, New Kids, etc. How come Zamfir never makes the list? 


6 MICHAEL JACKSON'S Hal Fr. 
Just what the Super Bowl 3 
needs—more hype. 


IME SHOW _ 


7 CONNORS VS. NAVRATILOVA 
The debut of a new piece of 
equipment, the Tennis Walker. 


8 MURPHY BROWN PREMIERE If she 
attacks Dan Quayle, will it fall under the equal-slime rule? 


9 TONY BENNETT SINGS SINATRA The hard part 
about selling this is telling those who want it what CDs are. 


10 BOB NEWHART 


11 SEX IN SPACE 
Shouldn't we wait till we get it right on earth? 

12 GARTH BROOKS' SEMIRETIREMENT He's trying to 
stay a regular guy. He's even insured his bald spot for a million. 


SEINFELD VS. HOME IMPROVEMENT 
The winner will be—the people who 
make blank videotape. 


b. DELTA They say it's unfunny on purpose. 
dun want her fans shaking their trailers 
— 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY BARRY BLITT 
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ANTHONY BARBOZA/BYGMA 


 Mard-Mitting Newsman 


CURRENT AFFAIR'S Steve Dunleavy can't make 

up his mind: Is he a tabloid reporter or a tabloid sub- 

ject? Last month the 54-year-old Australian news din- 

go punched record producer Phil Spector at the New 

York eatery Elaine's and landed in the pages of the New 

: York Post, which he edited in the '80s before jumping to TV. 

Steve Dunleavy doesn't just cover a story," Affair execu- 

tive producer John Terenzio says of his correspondent. “He 

: fights for it.” “Being an Australian," Dunleavy explains to 

: ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY, "fighting is not necessarily an ugly 
thing. It’s not a bad thing if you're defending honor.” 

The Elaine's fisticuffs occurred after Spector allegedly made 


YRDASIMNYGNINNWL v 


፣ aremark implying that Dunleavy was romantically involved 
; With an Affair staffer whose late father was a colleague of 
Spector, and whose mother later married Dunleavy's best 


friend. ^I hardly hit him," Dunleavy says. “The fact that his 


} nose bled was genetic.” Spector was unavailable for comment. 


Earlier in August Dunleavy reportedly threatened to “kick 


; [the] ass" of Hard Copy's Burt Kearns at a New York City 
i tavern after Copy had pirated Affair’s exclusive footage of 
; Amy Fisher (see story on page 26). And Dunleavy made 
headlines last year when Michelle Cassone, a key figure in 
} the William Kennedy Smith rape case, bit him after he 
i confronted her on the air with nude pictures of herself. Ac- 
; cording to Dunleavy, the only things reporters ever ask him 
; about are the Cassone incident and his wrestling of a bear as 
: a stunt on A Current Affair in 1990. “It’s a sad commentary on 
; Journalism," he says, with no irony intended. Bruce Fretts 


Crossing Spike 


"I WAS Speechless... that in a time like this, 


when there are a 
te а great number of young 
people not going to school, [ከ6] would en- 
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FEATURING MUSIC BY SUPERSTARS 


CAROLE KING * JAMES TAYLOR * 
THE MANHATTAN TRANSFER * ART 


Includes “Now And Forever” by Carole King. 


COLUMBIA 


Motion Picture Photography and Artwork Tite: © 1992 Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc. Al Fights Reserved, 
"Columba" Bog. U.S, Pat. & Tm. Off. Marca Registrada/ © 1992 Sony Music Entertainment Inc, 


MUSIC" 
WORID 


ЕН 


To Order Pre-Recorded Cassettes and Compact Discs 24 Hours a Day, 


7 Days a Week, Call Toll Free 1-800-55 
Pius Shipping and Handling 


Hope | Retire 
Before | Get Old 


ERE'S A FAMILIAR refrain: 

Garth Brooks has been mulling over the 

possibility that he may retire after his new album, The 

Chase, to devote more time to his wife and new baby. 

Uh-huh. Announcing a retirement—and then reneging 
on it—has become a time-honored pop tradition. So should 
we believe Brooks? Just ask any of the pros below. 


FRANK SINATRA, 1971 

% Famous Last Words: “After 35 years in show 
business, I think I've had it....It's over," he said 
before giving two farewell concerts in L.A. 
ቀ Length of Retirement: 2 years ቀ Rationale for Re- 
turning: “I didn't realize how much I'd miss this 
business." Conveniently neglects to mention come- д 
back album, TV special, and weekly salary of $400,000 to play : 
Caesars Palace in Vegas. € Results of Breaking His Word: Re- 
duced in the 70s to singing “Bad, Bad Leroy Brown" (had. E 
dest cat in the whole damn town") to show how with-it he is. 


BILLY JOEL 
GARFUNKEL 


DAVID BOWIE, 1973 

ቀ Famous Last Words: Vowed never to perform 
live again during London concert with his band, 
the Spiders from Mars. € Length of Retirement: 
1 year ቀ Rationale for Returning: What he actual- 
ly meant was that it was his last concert with the 
Spiders from Mars. ቀ Results of Breaking His 
Word: His horrid "Daneing in the Streets" duet with Mick ; 
Jagger; Tin Machine; 1990 “last time ТЇЇ play these songs" tour. ፤ 


ELTON JOHN, 1977 

ቀ Famous Last Words: Saying there was no *burn- 
ing spark" left in him, announced retirement from 
live shows during a concert at Empire Pool in 
England. € Length of Retirement: 15 months  Ra- 
tionale for Returning: 1978 album A Single Man. 
flops. Suddenly, an invitation to tour Sweden : 
sounds good. Results of Breaking His Word: For next dozen | 
years, publie subjected to sad Sight of increasingly chubby ) 
and hairless Elton groping for a hit single or two. 


THE WHo, 1982 


ቀ Famous Last Words: ^T 
ished,” 


Returning: Group compelled 
anniversary with 1989 beer- 
5: ша to be more than А 
: vnshend: “Our intentions are good.” € Results 
de еу Oath Balding, partly deaf Townshend hos- ; 
ond-nature ss ae his hand while attempting a once-seC | 
70 guitar windmill during “Won't Get Fooled Again” ; 

ashington’s Tacoma Dome. — David Browne ; 


to celebrate its 25th 


1-7200 


| 


ТТ BEEN" 


NEWS @NOTES 
Fatal ፣ ከፐ S HW E з 
ች ROYAL PAIN: NBC's version of royal dis- 
Reaction 


cord, Fergie & Andrew: Behind the Palace 
Doors, airing Sept. 28 in the U.S., will be 
LTHOUGH the case has yet to ! 
A: to court in Massachusetts, : 
two TV movies about Harvard 
psychiatrist Margaret Bean-Bayog 


seen worldwide except in Great Britain, 
where it was shot. “፲ think it's harder for 
people [here] to accept the actors for who 
፡ areinthe works. Last year Bean-Bayog's 
patient Paul Lozano, a 28-year-old 
Harvard med student, committed suicide : 


they play," says Briton Sam Miller (An- 
drew). Pippa Hinchley (Fergie) adds, “It 
by injecting himself with cocaine 75 times. 
Lozano's family is suing her for malprac- 


GEORGE WHITEAR 


took [England] 40 years before we did a se- 
ries about Edward VIII and Mrs. Simpson. 
I'm sure in 2032 the BBC will come up with 
its own version and it will be marvelous." 


# 


PRINGELY PAIR: Miller, Hinchley 


tice, alleging that she seduced him. Bean- LIFE GOES ON: NBC has hired actor Dean Jones—best remembered for 
Bayog's kinky sex-fantasy diaries were a series of Os youth-oriented movies like The Love Bug and That Darn Cat— 
found in Lozano's apartment. The psy- to play a grandfather in Saved By the Bell Hawaiian Style, the TV-movie 
chiatrist claims that Lozano, who had : adaptation of its Saturday-morning kid show, Saved 
been diagnosed as psychotic, stole her : Ву the Bell. NBC has big hopes for the movie. Not 


only is it set for a Sunday night, when viewership is 
highest, it's scheduled during November sweeps, 
clearly a ringing endorsement. 


о 
я 
H 
E 
5 
а 
5 
5 
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U2 CAN BE A LANDLORD: On the heels of 
Achtung Baby, Bono and his band are invading new 
territory—real estate. The group has bought the 
Clarence Hotel near Dublin's tony Temple Bar sec- 
tion. Plans for the building are up in the air, but gui- 
tarist The Edge hopes to turn the hotel's parking 


à = ር : The Ed 
garage into Ireland's hippest watering hole. ВАН КОМЕ Tho Ede 


STRAW MEN: Forget Gallup—if you want to know who's going to be Prez, 
just consult the Straw Vote of General Cinemas. Every time you order a drink 
፡ at one of the 275 GC theaters, you choose a Bush straw, a Clinton straw, or a 

SHRINK RAP: Curtis ር А ር ር о : 
(left) reported! plain, undecided straw. Sippers have been predicting Presidents since 1968. 
$ | elim 157 28 We've never been wrong,” says GC's Mark Mazrimas. “Usually we're within 
E 8 le i а few percentage points of the actual vote.” A recent count had Democrats 


m аат leading 5፡ percent to the Republicans' 45.4 percent. 


| Roberta Parker) in 
жа an NBC drama 


GERE SHIFT: Playing a manic-depres- 

sive in love with therapist Lena Olin, 
Richard Gere has been getting rave 
preview reviews for Mr. Jones. But the 

rest of us will have to wait. TriStar has bumped 
the movie's October release to April so that the 


; diaries and was trying to implicate her 
in his own twisted fantasies. A medical 
board found insufficient evidence of any 
exual relationship but in a hearing this 


ILLUSTRATION BY DAVID COWLES 


week will consider allegations of im- > pairs final scene—a heart-to-heart on a cliff - can 
proper treatment. ር і y be reshot. As a result, Warner Bros. will probably 

Jamie Lee Curtis will play Bean- \ | have to move its Gere movie, Sommersby. Costar- 
Bayog in an NBC movie, says a net- | ring Jodie Foster, the remake of the French 


work spokesman. Republic Pictures is ig | hit The Return of Martin Guerre was due їп 

developing a production for ABC based à Р spring 93. Warner now might have їо accelerate 

on the Lozano family's story. According or postpone Sommersby to avoid colliding with 

o the family's attorney, Andrew Meyer, j Jones. —Nancy Mills, Alan Carter, Harold 
rofits from the ABC telling of the case | 3 Goldberg, Cindy Pearl- 

wil go to a foundation for Latino medical | N ብ ሰች ዘ BUDE man, Jeffrey Wells 

i students. m Appelo : | à 
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With their ; 


new album, : 


Hormonally : 
፣ pregnant. Inspired, Irish lyricist Siobhan Н 
; Fahey, 34, the other half of the dreamy duo, 
decided the time was right for her and her i 


husband, Eurythmics’ Dave Stewart, too: i i 
; ery of a pregnancy-created hormone called 


Yours, they 


strike the : 


mother lode : 


SEPTEMBER 


CLOSE-UP 


Shakespear's Sister 


: “So I went for it—and conceived." 


25, 


ALK ABOUT planned parenthood: Six ፣ б E 
songs into recording Shakespear's Sis- : Marcella Levy) cowrote and played guitar on 1 
ters second album, Hormonally Yours, : ፣ 
Detroit-born guitarist Marcella De- : 


troit (right), 35, announced she was : after which the two are looking forward to : 


some R&R Detroit in L.A. with husband f 


Happily, the two conceived six more Mo- ; 
i town- and Beatles-inspired songs; one was 
the top 10 hit “Stay.” Hugely popular in the 
U. K., the duo (whose name is from a Smiths Ч 
i lyric) is less known in the U. S., though Fa- 


hey sang with Bananarama and Detroit (née 


Eric Clapton's 1978 hit “Lay Down Sally." . 
The band just kicked off its first U.S. tour, : 


Lance Aston and Maxwell, 1%, and Fahey in : 
France with Stewart, Sam, 4%, and Django, 1%. ! 
The albums title reflects Detroit's discov- į 


relaxin “that does what it says, so I found I : 
was able to take in more of life with less ofa ፣ 
problem." In the current whirl of success, she 
is a little wistful: ^I wish they bottled it so I Ч 
could take it every day." Melissa Rawlins | 


6 
MOTOGRARH gy MICHAEL HALSBAND 


IF YOU'VE DREAMED 
OF OWNING 


SIA INEN 


THE NEXT GENERATION 


MAKE H 50! 


For Star Trek® fans throughout the known universe, the future has never looked brighter... 
because Star Trek: The Next Generation is now available on special double-episode Collector’ 
Edition videocassettes, uncut and uninterrupted, exclusively from Columbia House Video Library. 

Your introductory video contains the exciting premiere, “Encounter at Farpoint”, co-written 
by legendary series creator Gene Roddenberry. On this first critical mission, Captain 
Jean-Luc Picard and his newly commissioned first officer, Commander William 
Riker, lead the crew in a race against time to solve the mystery of the Farpoint 
Station and escape certain execution by the alien superbeing “Q”. 

Join all the extraordinary new crew members: 
Worf, the hot-blooded Klingon security officer; 
Data, the Android with exceptional skills; Lt. 
Geordie La Forge, a technical wizard despite 
his blindness; beautiful Counselor Troi, the 
Betazoid with empathic abilities, and others. 


START WITH THE TWO-HOUR 
SERIES PREMIERE FOR ONLY 


plus shipping 
and handling 
with subscription. 


Beam up your first videocassette 
at $15 savings! 

Enjoy this thrilling adventure for 10 days, 
risk-free. If you're not delighted, simply 
return it within 10 days for a full refund. 
Or keep it and pay just $4.95 plus shipping 
and handling— $15 off the regular price. 

As a subscriber, you'll travel to strange 
new worlds. Every 4-6 weeks you'll receive 
an exciting new two-episode videocassette 
with episodes such as “The Naked Now,” 
in which the crew is intoxicated by a 
deadly contaminant and “Code of Honor,” 
in which Lt. Tasha Yar is kidnapped by 
aliens and much more. Preview each for 
10 days, risk-free. Keep only the ones you 
want for just $19.95 plus shipping and 
handling. There is no minimum to buy and 
you may cancel at any time. 


For fastest service, use your credit 
card and call toll-free 1-800-538-7766. 
Dept. МЕҮ |“ 222፡፡፡፡፡)))፡፡፡፡፦ጩቄጩጩጩ 
O YES, rush the two-hour premiere of Star Trek: The 


Next Generation and enter my subscription under the 


terms described above, Its mine to keep at the low Name (please print) 
introductory price of just $4.95 plus $2.45 shipping and 
handling. 
Address Apt 
Check method of payment: 
C] Check enclosed (for $4.95 plus $245 S&H) made cw Suis - 
payable to Columbia House Video Library. 126 > мА Zip 
Î C Charge my Star Trek® The Next Generation 8= v 
ases, beginning with my first cassette to: P27 R 
purch: a beginning with my first cassette to: P27 TM & Copyright © 1691 Paramount Pictures АП rights reserved. 
ር] American Express © Visa STAR TRER® and STAR TREK*: THE NEXT GENERATION 


КЕ are registered trade marks of Paramount Pictures. 
© MasterCard [ገ Diners Club © The Columbia House Company, 1991 


Note: All subscriptions subject to review. Columbia House Video Library 
reserves the right to reject or cancel any subscription. Canadian resi- 
dents will be serviced from Toronto. Applicable sales tax added to all 


‚anders 
Mail to: Columbia House Video, P.O. Box 1112, 
Dept. MFY, Terre Haute, IN 47811 


Account No. Exp. Date 


Signature 
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First the TV 


show. Then : 


the stage play. 


Now the ‘Brady 


Bunch movie. : 


BUNCHED UP: : 
Brady candidates : 
(left to right ; 
from top) Alec : 
Baldwin, Farrow, 
Parker, William ፤ 
Baldwin, Foster, : 
Leigh, Stephen : 
Baldwin, Allen, E 
and Barrymore 


SEPTEMBER 


OUR TAKE 


Brother and Sister Act 


JESS CAGLE 


BY 


a hit, it was only a matter of time. Now 
Paramount, the studio responsible 


planning to roll out The Brady Bunch 
Movie next July. Although the story 
is still being written by original Brady 


6 says. “Though the picture is predominantly a 
; comedy, there will be moments of genuine emotion 
፤ and pathos.” 

Just in case the Schwartzes exhausted all their 


i ie we'd like to see (oh, and Paramount, if you de- 
In search of wisdom that will help her come to 


286 1 862 


NCE T'HE ADDAMS FAMILY became : 


grips with her new braces, 
Marcia Brady (Sarah Jes- 
sica Parker) scans the 
“Dear Libby" advice column 
in the Westdale Gazette, 
Fear grips her when she 
reads a letter from a domes- 
tic servant who's hopelessly 
in love with a mass murder- 
er. The maid worries, how- 
ever, that her lover might 
try to hurt her employers, 
"a generous couple with six 
beautiful children." Marcia 
is convinced that the maid is 
Alice (Jodie, Foster) and 
that her sinister lover is 
none other than Sam the 
butcher (Anthony Hop- 
kins). Hilarity ensues. She 
tries to warn Mom and Dad 
(Woody Allen and Mia 
Farrow). They just laugh, 
and Dad asks her to a 
Knicks game. Meanwhile, 
disturbed middle daugh- 
ter Jan (Jennifer Jason 
Leigh) has been dangling 
Tiger (Beethoven) out a second-floor window, 


i and youngest daughter Cindy (Drew Barry- 


more) is caught guzzlin Jim Beam in the laun- 
for The Brady Bunch TV Series, is ў s 


dry room. Marcia looks for her three brothers— 


; Greg (Alec Baldwin), Peter (William Baldwin), 
; and Bobby (Stephen Baldwin)—and discovers 


j that they've gone to visit utcher! 

creator Sherwood Schwartz and son ; | е 

; Lloyd—and no cast has been signed ; finds her brothers trapped in the meat locker, 

producer David Kirkpatrick Says to expect : frozen stiff, Terrified, she tries to jimmy the locker 

55 dod in e Ree version. “It door with her charm bracelet. The haltet; breaks. 
nvolves the Brady Bunch in a crisis situation.“; Sam return Aare à > 1110 

Dy yp юа з. Marcia uses karate to knock him cold. 

; Just 


; meat cleaver, Dear Libby herself (Dr. Ruth 


: Westheimer) appears and assures her that Sam 
: Is Not the butcher i 
i good ideas between 1969 and 1974, here's the mov- j rescues the Brady boys. Bobby had accidentally. 
u ) i locked them in т лас. 
d cide to use any of this, remember Art, Buchwald), i plana trip Hawaii to thaw the boys out. More hi- 
| larity—as wel ША 


She races her Schwinn 10-speed to his shop and 


as she’s about to tenderize him with his own 


n her column, Sam comes to and 
While Sam was away. Mom and Dad 


las a Sequel—ensues. ቀ 


ILLUSTRATION BY ERIC PALMA 


@ Deny PICTURES 


presents 


WALT DONNE PICTURES issc" THE MIGHTY DUCKS" „Шке ERE ጨመ 
EMILIO ESTEVEZ JOSS ACKLAND LANE SMITH ss DD NEWMAN css LARRY BOCK JOHN BLINK cass RANDE SER c НОА DEL TR AM 
ce STEVEN BRILL os JORDAN BERNER AINET ъа STEPHEN HEREN s OECD АСС PARTNERS 


Lect ር — 
e ee ee ኩዯ EU MINUTEN BERT M. КШ ТА 1 


STARTS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE 


infiltrating Deep Space Nine, the lates 
show, for some close encounters of the ali 


B Y B E. M ን 0.11 [1 S v E 


THE STATION’S 26 years ago, it has spawned a | 
AMENITIES INGLUDE the hit sequel, Star Trek: The | 


ለ 


CASINO AND drama on the air, with 17 million 
A HOLOGRAPHIC been six feature films (grossing a : 
SPACE BROTHEL hundreds of books (including 41 Í 


| other Trek sensation. 


| in Next Generation,” says Rick Berman, an executive pro- ; 


WAS TOO SHORT to bea Klingon (Klingons start at 
6 feet) and too tall to be a Ferengi (Ferengis don't i 
grow over 5'6"). But eventually the producers found : 
an unnamed alien species whose height was juuust ` 
right—and I ended up making my Star Trek debut : f 
looking like a 5'9" asparagus spear. : 
Not that I’m complaining. I'd have let them turn ; 
me into a fuzzy little Tribble for the chance to appear : 
as an extra on Deep Space Nine, the new Star Trek : 
TV spin-off now in production on three of Paramount в 
Studio's Hollywood soundstages. Starring Avery : " 
Brooks (Spenser: For Hire) and Rene Auberjonois ; 
፪ (Benson) as Starfleet's newest officers, the syndicated series : 
isn't slated to begin until January, but already fans are await- ; 
ing the arrival of this grittier, sexier Trek as if it were the : 
second coming of Surak (see episode No. 77 of the original : 
series). So when Deep Space offered to send me where no re- i 
porter had gone before for a behind-the-scenes view of the : 
show's two-hour premiere episode, I beamed right over. It 
was my ticket to Trekkie nirvana. E 
Deep Space Nine, for the benefit of the Trek-impaired, is 
the latest addition to the ever-expanding Star Trek enter- ፣ 


| space station, Deep Space Nine, which serves as an orbiting 1 | 
| port of call for a stripped mining planet named Bajor. Built ፣ | 


tainment empire. Since the origi- : 
nal series first appeared on NBC 


vast Trekking industry, including 


Next Generation, which this week : 
FERENGI-RUN enters its sixth season as the | | 


single most popular syndicated : 
viewers every week. There have 
total of more than $400 million), : 


consecutive best-selling Trek nov- ; 
els), a Saturday-morning cartoon 3 
series (in reruns on the new Sci-Fi Channel this fall), posters, 
lunch boxes, action figures, dozens of annual Trek conven- : 
tions, and a Smithsonian retrospective this summer. Judg- ፣ 
ing from the sneak peek I got while roaming the sets last i 
month, Deep Space Nine seems destined to become yet an- : 


The show takes place at the same time as Next Genera- : | 
tion, around A.D. 2360, but the setting has moved to a seedy : | 


and abandoned by those interstellar bad guys the Cardas- : 
Sians, the place is a shambles when a new crew of Federa- id 
tion officers beams aboard to take over. It does have a few i 
interesting amenities, however—including a Ferengi-run : 
casino and a holographic brothel. It’s also located near a new. 
ly discovered cosmic “wormhole,” a tear in Space that pro 
vides a shortcut to the uncharted far side of the galaxy. Deep ፣ 
Space's main mission: to boldly explore that wormhole, seek 
ing out new life and new civilizations. : 

“In Deep Space, we set out to do all the things we couldn't. : 
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dueer of both series. *We wanted the space station to be ፤ 

the antithesis of the Enterprise. We wanted it to be strange : 
and uncomfortable and confusing. We wanted it to seem | 
alien, with a small a.” : 


They got what they wanted: The sets of Deep Space Nine 
look like the Batcave as designed by Dr. Caligari. The : 
፪ bridge—or "Operations Control Center, it’s called—is a 


huge structure filled wit! 


vered ca 


t have tre 


control panels even Spock mi 


ing. Things are only a bi 
the show's busiest s 
where the Deen Space denizens mee 
spin warp-powered roulette wheel 
encounters wit! 
Quar 
ሸ debut—along with 
izes, spe 
famous ba 


w dozen 
We 


arious 


and gender 


getothe : 


movie, a 


n envy. ፣ 
to the bar : 


julette wheel : 
Cow Pile. As 
my job 


strangers 


you get tons of atten 
Paramount lot 
green соп 
the day, wh 
studk 
few of them gus 
፪ want to say. "Do 
Restine in hi 
engi outfit, actor Armin Shim 
used to the stares. He p 
who isnt 


ed about the arrival 
eration ov 


ds (one of the first thiz 
Quark teenage ne 
“Tre done alien 
appearane 
box. It took a 
Ferengi they ever did on Ni 
3% hours Plus I've done ei 


poew m ce 


22 


movie aliens. I'm the Lon Chaney of my generation." 


"My makeup takes only about two hours," says Rene : 
Auberjonois, who plays Security Officer Odo, a “shape ; 
shifter" who can turn himself into any form he wants, à la ; 
Terminator 2 (Odo apparently has some trouble turning con- : 
vincingly human; his face is always flat and featureless). “I’ve à 
done Charlie's Angels, and it took a lot longer to put those : 


women's faces together than it does ours. A lot longer." 


Of course, not everyone on board Deep Space Nine re- : 
quires an extensive alien make-over. “My character is very : 
human," says Avery Brooks, who plays Benjamin Sisko, : 
Trek's first starring black commander and a single parent. 
Unlike William Shatner's swashbuckling Kirk or Patrick : 
Stewart's politically correct Picard, Deep Space's skipper is a : 


decidedly tortured soul. 


“Не? not at peace with himself,” Brooks explains. Hes 
not happy about being assigned to the space station—he | 
doesn’t think it’s the ideal environment to raise his son. And : 
he still hasn't come to terms with the death of his wife.“ 
(She was killed on the starship Saratoga during Next Gener- : 
ation’s famous Borg battles a few seasons ago, when the evil : 
space zombies brainwashed Captain Picard and forced him : 
to blow up most of the Federation fleet; Stewart will make a 


cameo appearance on the Deep Space premiere for a flash- : 
: | sticky, water-based, greenish-hrown pigment 


l Mosko shades my prosthetic skull with greasepaint to create | : 


back of the incident.) 


Other Deep Spacers include Nana Visitor as First Officer : 
Kira Nerys, a hotheaded Bajoran who doesn't trust the Fed- ፣ 
eration (Bajorans look just like humans except for an adorable ፣ 
crinkle of wrinkles on the bridge of the nose); Siddig El Fadil ፣ 
as Doctor Bashir (he's human but specializes in multi-species | 
medicine); Terry Farrell as Lieutenant Dax (she may look like ፤ 
a fashion model, but she's really a Trill, with a 300-year-old : 
sluglike symbiotic life-form snuggled inside her body); Cirroe 
Lofton as Sisko's son, Jake (a space brat who doesn't even re- ፣ 
member life on earth); and Colm Meaney as Miles O'Brien, ፣ 
who has been promoted from Next Generatiows transporter : 


chief to Deep Space's chief operations officer. 


This mix of characters is designed to open up new plot av- : 
enues for the Trek franchise. “Gene Roddenberry [Star Trek’s ; 
late ereator] had a rule on Next Generation that there ; 


couldn't be conflict among the show's permanent characters," 
says Rick Berman. “He wanted a 24th century in which ev. 
erybody in the Federation got along. But that made writing 
the show extremely difficult. So we made the Deep Space 
characters a little less squeaky clean. We've given more o 
an edge to them. And we've put them in a difficult environ- 


ment—in a place that doesn't look so much like a TWA wait- : 


ing room." 


Back at Quark's after lunch, our alien entourage prepares ; 
to resume the party. A makeup woman rubs K-Y jelly into ፡ 
my prosthetic forehead (“It makes it shine,” she insists) while : 
а nearby Ferengi is having his nose retouched. I do more : 
alien shtick for the camera for a few hours, then turn in my. : 
asparagus suit, sit down in the makeup chair, and let them | 
transform me back into an earthling. “So?” the K-Y woman | 
asks. “You ready to give up your day job? Ready to become a : 


itt i 
HA Ё 


full-time alien?" 
Maybe—but only if I get a side order of hollandaise, € 
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{ Snacem 


, AL 


it's not easy becoming green, In faot, my al:en ‘make-over took 
nra "a step-by-step Shine tothe Mu 

formation process 
At 7 am. 1 arrive at Paramo 
her extras are already sitting in makeup chairs 2 


unts soundstage No. 4 where 


dozens of of 
ting alien-ated 


makeup man Gil Mosko applies my first appendage, a foam nud 


ber nose piece that gives my garthling scnnozzola an other 


worldly twist and makes my upper lip disappear 
„ А faam-rubber headpiece designed and sculpted by alien 


effects wizard Michael Westmore is attached to my hair with 
bobby pins and glued to my skin with a silicon-based medical 


Mosko (pictured) 
^L The edges of the mask are smoothed with a water-based ging 


so that it becomes impossible to tell where the mask ends and 


my real face begins 
7, Mosko uses a blow-dryer to set the mask | 
:} The paint job begins. The first of several coats consists of a 


what he calls a "theatrical look," Later he colors what's left ef 
my lips with dark green paint 

G} Mosko applies the finishing touches, then sends me across the 
lot ta the wardrobe department to he outfitted in my fetching 
asparagus suit. "If you don't laok good, we don t look good,” 


Mosko daclares. | wander, shouid | have tipped him? —8S 


more than two hours. H E 


>), After alicking back my hair with industelal-strength pel ace | | 


adhesive. "This glua is usually used for colostomy bags, notes | : 


¶ Svetkoy phones home from the Deop S 


J BY ME 


: vited Ed Rollins, 49, veteran Republi- 
; can strategist and comanager of Perot's 
፣ short-lived presidential campaign, to 
i make an assessment and do a reality 
check on the just-released film. 


à ington's Four Seasons Hotel after see- 


4 | PER 


| BTR 0 


ROLLINS ON ROBBINS: WE TAKE 
ED TO THE MOVIES 


REDITH BERKMAN 


: A SCATHING SATIRE of American politics, Bob Roberts was 
: filmed near the start of this year's presidential campaign, yet 
it seems so dead-on prescient that maybe director-writer- : 
star Tim Robbins could double as the 
: White House astrologer. Consider: An 
: entertainer-turned-senatorial candidate 
i (like Sonny Bono before his recent Cali- 
: fornia primary defeat), Bob Roberts is 
: a highly conservative (shades of Bush 
2 and Quayle) self-made success (Perot) 
i who plays guitar on a highly rated late- 
night TV show (see Clinton's sax toot- 
: ing on Arsenio), travels on a campaign 
bus (Clinton again), and loudly claims to 
represent the Common Man (à la Perot). 


But just how accurate is Robbins’ 
portrayal of the electoral process gone 
awry? ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY in- 


Pouring himself a cup of tea in Wash- 
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the movie, Rollins ac mits he finds Bob Roberts distur bing, ; 
ig 


“The critical thing is to 


statement on American 
the film, which depicts its hero 


will do anything to get € 


i the eu 
or his sleazy advisers could ever be. | 
“There’s more disillusionment among voters with the pid 


cess than I've seen in 30 years," says R 


this pl 
political system is, reinforcing and exaggerating them. The 


damaging it." 


At the same time, Rollins considers Bob Roberts to be 
more astute than most campaign films. Rollins dismisses as 
“hokey” 1972's much-praised The Candidate (starring Robert i 
Redford in a role some claim was based on former California 
governor Jerry Brown) even though it reportedly inspired 
Dan Quayle to enter politics. Power (1986), starring Richard 
Gere as a cutthroat political consultant, was “just absurd,” 7 
: says Rollins, though “both [Republican consultant] Roger : 
: Ailes and [Democratic consultant] David Sawyer claim that : 
: [Gere's] character is based on them. But whoever wrote Bob ; 
: Roberts knew something about politics. ; 
Balding, bearded, and bespectacled, Rollins looks more like ፣ 
a a benevolent poli-sci professor than a tough political insider. | 
He certainly seems worlds away from Bob Roberts’ slick and 
; sinister campaign manager (Alan Rickman), who hides be- 
hind tinted glasses and, with Roberts, is linked to drug smug- : 
gling in Central America. : 
les another mistake. “There’s far too much emphasis on 
the role of a handler,” Rollins says. *Roberts' campaign chair 
is defending himself, as opposed to the candidate. You're ac- : 


: tually more like a director. You don't write the scri ipt.” 


Rollins sees at least one important similarity between : 
Roberts and Perot. “A total naiveté. And maybe conduct- ; 


see this as entertainment, not as 8. 
political life," he says. Rollins t thinks : 

as a master manipulator w ho 
ected, may be far more dangerous in 
rrent political climate than the fictional Bob Roberts | 


{оШпз. “A movie like 
ays to the worst stet 'eotypes of where the American 


film ends up not contributing to the process, but potentially | 


РЯ 


OVIE LIKE 
'HIS PLAYS 


(0 THE WORST 


„опо? 
›18፲011፲5 
JF WHERE THE 
| M AMERICAN 
۰ Ana PLAYER: Tim Robbins EET a c as the folksinging demagogue in the dark satire Bob Roberts 1] [፪ 1 | | ) በ | 
| ng business while doing politics. But Roberts was a very i ters, especially the way he didit, | Y ы | 1 | 1 [| 97 


tructured candidate. Perot simply refused to campaign in ፣ so cavalierly and with such a 
he way a normal candidate would. He thought he could just ፤ bulls-— excuse. He'll be a protest 
go on the Today show and tell his side of the story—and be- : vote, not a serious candidate." : 
ause it had great ratings everybody out there would be pay And what of candidate Roberts? Rollins concedes that the : 
ng attention.” haracterization is fairly realistic. “Roberts reminded me of a 

Nevertheless, Rollins predicts Perot will try to reenter th ot of first-time candidates. He was pretty stiff. But there was 
race two to three weeks before the election. “What he doesn't ፣ a consistency to the image he was attempting to create. If I : 
realize is when he was leading the polls by 40 percent in some Were his campaign manager, Td tell him to be a little more re- ; 
፣ states, people weren't voting for Ross Perot but against Bush laxed, to be himself. Could I get him elected? Probably to ፣ 
i or Clinton,” says Rollins, “And Americans don't like quit- i Congress somewhere in this country.” € en 
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III the teen dubbed "the Long Island | 


THE MOM 


| Lolita" put her steamy story on the auction block, | 


| 


Hollywood’s TV-movie producers came running 


EEKLY 27 


n this case, protecting 
«the environment includes 
running down 4x45 A 


at 2 a.m. For these 4-4 
dr. Suzuki Sidekick ሬጨ 
JLX’s, 15 all in a days 
work. As Gary Moser, 


Chief Ranger for the Santa Monica Mountains 


Conservancy tells it, people with a little too much enthusiasm 
for nocturnal off-roading were a problem. Until the Sidekick 
4WDS."Theyre not your typical patrol vehicle. They tread lightly, but 
can go up inclines bigger trucks cant. Catching these guys off-guard was 

— ሜነ - easy" With no major modifications 
besides roof lights, theyre tough and reli- 
NG “We've never had a breakdown 


in the field, gotten stuck or failed 


to start.” Plus, 
adds Moser, 
“they're fun 


are more 
fun than 


others. 


«> THE 1993 SUZ у ^ т 
ጣ SUZUKI ® Wheel anti- lock к шыш ы à гое 16-valve engine. Standard rear 
- Ask anyone who owns one” best of any 4-door sport/utility vehicle + МРС city, 26 MPG highway,** the 
And the lowest sticker price. So owning 511 899? For your nearest Suzuki dealer call 
› 1800-4474700: 


one is pretty much a walk in the park. 


z А brake: i -wheel dri ር only. ** With 5- 
and (በጆ extra Dealers own price, This vehicle handles direst har P Бар manual transmission. Manuf 
ific details, please read your owner's manual. Dont drink and ተ enger cars. Federal law саш} acturer’ suggested retail price fc | ight, 
r specific details, p yo ў ink and drive. Please Tread Lightly «x ና ን dir turns and ibas or ZWD JS model. Taxes, title, reich, 
vate land, ©1992 Ameri aneuvers. Always wear your seat belt. 
ican Suzuki Motor Corporation. 


to drive” 
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MONEY TALKS: Amy Fisher leaves court July 29 after posting bail and being released from jail 


N THE 


named Amy Fisher 


i sapequa, Long Island. 


Amy, who was about to graduate : 


፣ from high school in nearby Bellmore 
told police she'd been having an affair 
i with Mary Jos beefy husband, Joey, 36 
an auto mechanic at a local garage. A 


: first, Amy seemed to most people a 


i love-struck teenager driven by a domi: 


፣ neering older lover to commit a vicious : 
i erime. But then the story started to 
change. As Mary Jo struggled to recov- į 
i er in the hospital, the newspapers re- i 
i ported that Amy had been working af- i 
i ter school for an “escort service" 85 8 ፣ 
፣ prostitute. Amy said the shooting was ; 
i an accident—that she'd gotten angry 
but had only intended to hit Mary Jo on В 
i the head with the gun. Joey challenged : 
፣ that claim, saying Amy meant to kill his 
! wife because the girl had become ob- 


SUNNY: 
morning of May 19, : 
a slight, auburn- : 
haired 17-year-old ; 


sessed with him. When reporters asked 
Nassau County detective sergeant 


At the mere mention of that $340 
million-grossing movie and a possible 


enthuses independent agent Ron Yat- 
ter, who eventually secured rights to 


attempted murder, it's 
got sex, it's got 
romance, says agent 
Ron Yatter. "Anything 
that happens makes the 
front pages.” 


rushing to develop their : 
2 own versions of the Amy : 
Fisher story. Tabloid TV : 
? shows fight over every 
* scrap of information about : 
Amy. And many agents, : 
producers, and public offi- : 
cials say that they've nev- : 
er seen a true-crime TV : 
feeding frenzy equal to it. : 
* Anything that happens ! 
in this case immediately : 
makes the front pages," ፣ 
Yatter says. Which means : 
that the Amy Fisher case : 
has become a gaudy part : 
of a very old and often : 
troubling genre: the show- : 
biz tradition of cashing in : 
on tragedies involving real 
people. E 


MURDERS, MUGGINGS, ፤ 
and rapes have long been, : 


for better or worse, a staple of mass en- Е 
} tertainment: The case of 1950s killer Ed 
Daniel Severin for details of Ату? į 
motivation, he blurted out, “It was a 
: : near-Fatal Attraction.” 

| allegedly shot a .25 : 
= caliber bullet into 
፡ the head of Mary : 

= Jo Buttafuoco, 37, 
| on the doorstep of : 
Mary Jo’s neat, : 
white frame home : 
E s on a quiet suburban : 
street in the middle-class town of Mas. 


Gein alone helped inspire the movies : 
Psycho, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, : 


; and The Silence of the Lambs. But to- ፤ 
day, documentary-style crime stories 
i flourish on TV as never before. One NBC : 
real-life parallel, Hollywood came rac- : ; 
ing to Massapequa. The industry's mo- : 
tive was plain. “It’s got attempted mur- ፣ 
der, it’s got sex, it’s got romance,” : 
off big. A Woman Scorned: The Betty : 
: Broderick Story, starring Meredith 
Amy's story for a TV movie. Now, as : 
i the case begins to go to trial (the pre- 
trial hearing is set for Sept. 23), no few- : 
er than three production companies are 
፡ quel, also starring Baxter, is scheduled 5 


“IT’S GOT | 


i Carolyn Warmus Story, a TV movie : 
: starring Virginia Madsen. Based on an- 
other recent Fatal Attraction case in 
፣ White Plains, N.Y., Affair drew more : 
; than 21 million viewers and was fifth in ; 
i the ratings that week. ; 


executive estimates that her network ፣ 
churns out one fact-based TV movie 
for every two fictional ones. Last year, 
true-crime movies of the week paid 


Baxter as the mother of four from Cali- : 
fornia who killed her husband and his ፣ 
new, younger wife, was CBS' second- : 
highest-rated movie of the season. A se- : 


to air in November. Last week, ABC ፣ 
broadcast A Murderous Affair: The 


But the Amy Fisher story may top : 


i them all in the end, and it already re- 3 
i quires a scorecard to keep the players 
፣ straight. In addition to the principals, : 
those involved include: : 
i ቀ Erie Naiburg, Amy Fisher's attor- : 
i ney. Claims the shooting was an acci- : 
፡ dent, but will try to prove in court that : 
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In solid, roll-on, aerosol. 
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DICK YARWOODINEWSDAY 


Joey taught Amy how to use a gun and 
tried repeatedly to get her to kill his 


wife. 
Ф Michael Rindenow, attorney for Mary 
; Jo Buttafuoco, who, though impaired : 


by pain, hearing loss, and partial facial 


; paralysis, survives with a bullet still 
: lodged at the base of her skull. Rinde- 
now recently filed a $125 million civil 

i suit—$75 million against Amy, $25 mil- ; 
lion against her parents, and $25 million 
against Peter Guagenti, who allegedly 
drove Amy to the Buttafuoco house the 
፡ day Mary Jo was shot—with an eye to 
recovering any profits they make from : 


movie deals. 


„ Marvyn Kornberg, now Joey Butta- 
` fuoco's attorney. Originally, Rindenow 
represented both husband and wife; : 
Joey hired Kornberg for himself on 
June 8 after Naiburg publicly blamed 
Joey's alleged affair with Amy for the : 
i shooting. 

; ቀ Stephen Sleeman, 21, whom Amy 
met when he was waiting tables at a 
: Long Island seafood restaurant. He 
claims Fisher bribed him with sex and : 
money in 1991 to shoot Mary Jo. Just af- 
ter Halloween, he says, he accompanied 
Amy to the Buttafuocos’ with an unload- : 
` ed rifle, then backed out when he real- : 
; ized she was serious about going through : 
with it. His lawyer is Bruce Parnell. 


“r 


MARRIED WIT 


“MARY JO | 
and Joey talked about 
who's going to play 
them,” says Steve 


Guttenberg. “He said, 


"You've got to put ona 
wig and work out.” | 


of Amy was the June 1 airing on the : 
syndicated TV show A Current Affair : 


‚ of a 14-minute videotape, recorded by : 


an alleged customer, of a $100 sex ses- E 


: sion with the teenager. The TV show : 
፡ reportedly bought it for $8,000. Sensing 
the dramatic potential of the story, A 
; Current Affairs main competitor, the 


syndicated Hard Copy, stole the tape 


i from an afternoon satellite feed, en- 


larged the image to omit АСА? logo, 
and aired 110 seconds of it before ACA. 
Amid threats of a $1 million lawsuit, : 
Hard Copy apologized; the suit never : 


came about. Hard Copy then paid a 


: handful of producers had been poking ፣ 


; sitting by his home pool. “The girl has 
: A BIG STEP in the Hollywoodization : 


WCBS in New York, threw a shirt and 
fer to sell the rights to Amy's tale tothe 


: the phone.” Those interested ranged : 


friend of Mary Jo's for a tape the friend : 
secretly made of a phone conversation ፡ 
with the wounded wife; on it, Mary Jo E 
described Amy Fisher’s supposed affair i 
with her husband as nothing more than i 
a fantasy. Hard Copy aired the tape on = 
June 11. : 

By the time of the tabloid TV war, a 


EI 


around for a couple of weeks. But it was : 
Amy's lawyer, Naiburg, who really got 
the bidding battle going. Struggling to ፣ 
spring his client from jail, despite her : 
82 million bail (the largest in Nassau : 
County history), Naiburg had an in- 
spiration one Sunday afternoon while ፤ 


one asset," he remembers thinking, : 
"and that is that everyone is interested Е 
in her story." Е 

Naiburg phoned a reporter pal at 


tie on over his swimsuit— dont shoot ፣ 
below the waist," he told the camera- : 
man—and had a TV crew record his of- į 


highest bidder. “At 6:30 that night it : 
played for the first time," Naiburg says, : 
«апа at 6:35 Hollywood people were on : 


from small-time independent producers 5 
to the mighty Creative Artists Agency, : 
with its 600-plus client roster. i 
But the enthusiasm died 
down quickly. A few call : 

| ers backed out because 
they said they were nagged : 
by the idea that their mon- 
ey would be freeing an ፤ 
alleged criminal. Others : 
worried about losing the : 
bail money if Amy skipped : 
town. Frustrated, Naiburg : 
made plea after plea on the 
news andin the press. — ; 
Finally, agent Ron Yat- ፤ 
ter, working for KLM à 
Productions, a company Е 
formed early this year by : 
producers Alfred Kelman : 
and Phillip Levitan (whose : 
credits inelude CBS’ Em- : 
my-winning The Body Hu- Е 
man specials, Raoul Wal- : 
lenberg: The Lost Hero, : 
and Onassis: The Richest ; 
Man in the World), came : 
up with an intricate bail-fi 
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i naneing plan. A friend of a friend found 
3 Yatter a bail bondsman who agreed to : 
; hear Amy's mother, Roseann Fisher, : 
; plead her case. After an emotional 
meeting in which Mrs. Fisher swore her | 
daughter wouldn't leave Long Island, 
the bondsman softened. Dozens of : 
i phone calls, meetings, and faxes later, 
i KLM coughed up $60,000, the Fisher : 
family put up an additional 840,000 : 
: astronomical,” says producer Michael 
ms Ltd., one of 
the original bidders. It's like a horse 
race," adds another original contender, ; 


У in cash and $900,000 in assets (their 


i stocks, home, savings for retirement : 


and Amy’s college education), and the 


: bondsman insured the $1 million bal- Р 
i ance. Amy went home, and KLM had : 
: Jalopy Film and Television Company : 
(headed by Empty Nest’s Richard Mul- : 


the hottest TV movie in town. 


; According to William Morris agent : 
Jeff Alpern, the price of TV-movie ፤ 
rights runs anywhere from $25,000 to : 
i $75,000 for “an obscure true-crime sto- : 
ry,” and on a hot story the figure can go 
: “through the roof." (TV movies cost an 
; average of $2-$3 million to produce.) In- 
} deed, Naiburg might have gotten even : 
; more than the $60,000 KLM paid—ex- : 
፡ cept for his worry that a big payoff ፤ 
i would prejudice the jury against Amy. : 


couldn't possibly have a client that 
would take the witness stand in her 
own defense having financially benefit- | 


ed from this action or having some fi- 
nancial interest in the ' 
trial," he says. “I think it's negative 
when you're in front of a jury." 
Meanwhile, the batt 
the Buttafuocos' side of the story was 
getting out of hand. *The bidding got 


Jaffe of Michael Jaffe Fi 


Lisa Sanderson, producer for A Great 


ligan). “And this one was real big.” 


On July 28, just before Naiburg ` 


closed his deal for Amy's story, Mary Jo 


Buttafuoco—saddled with more than Г 
$33,000 of unpaid, uninsured medical 
bills—announced that she had sold her : 
own rights to TriStar Television and : 
CBS for an amount Jaffe says was “in : 
the $300,000 area." (Nobody, it seemed, : 


cared much about the tale Joey Butta- 


outcome of the 


e for rights to : 


fuoco has to tell; TriStar report edly : 
gave him less than $2,500.) 
Some Hollywood insiders worry that ` 
the competition in this case could Spark 
brue-erime-story price inflation. Al. 
ready, says Jaffe, "I've had people say | 
: to me, ‘I know what you offered Amy,” 
Another initial bidder, Robert D. Lee of 
Triad Artists, worries that the rumored | 
figures will haunt future deals: “We are | 
፡ ereating our own monster.” ፣ 


NBC DUCKED THE major rights 

war by teaming with Jaffe, who had : 
bought the rights to a book about the 
case, Lethal Lolita, by PEOPLE maga- : 
zine reporter Maria Eftimiades, which : 
; has just been published. “With the : 
rights to this book,” says Ruth Slawson, | 
; NBC's vice president in charge of 
movies and miniseries, “we have a bet- | 
ter sense of getting an objective story : 
where we can get to the underlying so- ; 
cietal causes and reasons for this.” Nev Е 
ertheless, the NBC version will still ፣ 
have some first-person action, because 
: Jaffe obtained the undersought rights : 


‘SCENES OF THE CRIME: FIVE KILLER 


i MOVIES OFTEN FEED on real-life 
! tragedy, so famous crimes have long 
been natural film fodder. But few 
| movies based on true crimes and 
i criminals rise above the level of tran- 
sient sensationalism. Here are five 
all available on video) that do. 


£ € BONNIE AND CLYDE (1967, Warner) 
d Depression-era bank robbers Bonnie 
i Parker and Clyde Barrow were early 
media antiheroes, and while this 
| Arthur Penn film sometimes roman- 
፣ tieizes their lethal career, starting 
with the casting of Faye Dunaway 
and Warren Beatty, its audacious jux- 
i taposition of slapstick and horrifying 
} brutality is devastating. 

i ቀ IN COLD BLOOD (1967, RCA/Colum- 


: bia) This searing study (directed by Richard Brooks) of two : 
į drifters who murdered the Clutter family in 1959 was based 
on Truman Capote's book and filmed on locations in Kansas, 
: Bleak and somber, it features an eerie performance by Robert 
Blake as self-mythologizing killer Perry Smith. | 
Í © DOG DAY AFTERNOON (1975, Warner) Director Sidney Lumet points of view in a narrati 
? vividly captures the urgencies of New York City in this com- тау 
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ቀ 


queasy humor, 


—Doug Bro, 


pelling tale of what should have been à 
just an ordinary bank job. As the 
Sympathetic schnook who hatched ፤ 
the misguided scheme to pay for his | 
boyfriend's sex change, A] Pacino ; 
gives one of his most wired, charis- : 
matic performances. | 
ቀ THE THIN BLUE LINE (1988, HBO) It 
started with the murder of a Dallas 
policeman, but a perhaps more shock- ፣ 
ing crime took place when innocent : 
drifter Randall Dale Adams was ; 
framed and sentenced to death. The 
film by Errol Morris mixes conven- | 
tional documentary methods with ag- £ 
gressively stylized technique to ex- 
Plore a story of injustice and plain | 
bad luck. It's as gripping as fiction ; 
and helped win Adams his freedom- ; 
(1990, Warner) Did he or didn't he? à 
of lawyer Alan Dershowitz's appeal 


e 


of Stephen Sleeman, the man who al- 

leges Amy once solicited his help in that. : 

earlier, abortive attempt to kill Mary Jo, 

and Paul Macklay, Amy's confidante and 

personal trainer at the gym where she 
worked out. 


Sleeman's lawyer, Bruce Parnell, 


: says producers accosted him “within 24 : 
: hours of the Current Affair show. We : 


i didn't think a movie deal was in good 
taste, so we said absolutely no." But 
when Naiburg offered Amy's rights to 


the highest bidder, Parnell decided good : 


: taste only went so far. ^You'd have to 


be an idiot" to stay out of such a high- 
፡ stakes game, he says. “My feeling was, I : 


: got a bunch of whores out there. To hell 
With it, you might as well get a deal." 


WHAT IS THE DARK appeal of true- : 


: erime TV that the Amy Fisher case so 


: do need to release a little aggression." 


| cariously] through movies 
: and TV,” Sanderson adds. In 


14 -| 


“ሸነ FEELING 


was, | got a bunch s 
whores out there," 
says one of the lawyers 
in the case, 10 hell 
with it, you might as 
well get a deal.” 


; ma while in jail, awaits her trial (ex- 


pected to take place this fall) in seclu- 
sion at her home. The windows of her 


house are covered with newspapers to 
; splashily demonstrates? Producer San- : 
i derson says, "Times are real tough. Our т 
| culture is in every way hurting. People 


keep out prying eyes; the only response 
to a ring of the family's doorbell is the 
bark of Amy's dog, Muffin. Occasion- 


ally, when she wants to take a breath 
; And they are fascinated by the por- : 
: trayals. “People have always lived [vi- ፣ 
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| MEANWHILE, Амү Fisher, 
፣ who took her high school final 
exams and received her diplo- 


aT entertainmen 


lover's wife to sue for and collect damages—and potenti: 
Which is a brand-new wrinkle on the old adage “crime doesn't pay." 


(Please print) 


: Amy, now 18, strolls on a nearby beach 
: huddled under a coat, her mother's arm 
: around her. i 


them to Howard Stern's radio show, 
much to his lawyer's consternation. And B 
despite being the subjects of three TV ፣ 


: when they speak to reporters: 
just want life to go back to normal.“ 
፡ That's the one ending Hollywood cer: 


STATE ap 


"Off the $2.50 cover price. 
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፡ block off the street to the press while ፣ 


Mary Jo Buttafuoco is talking with a ; 


: plastic surgeon at New York's Monte- ፣ 
፡ fiore Medical Center who claims he can 
: restore her semi-paralyzed face. She ፣ 
still lives with Joey at the home where 
she was shot. Joey, who continues to 
: deny ever having had an affair with ; 


Amy, has gone back to work at the auto : 


: shop, where he doesn't take phone 


calls—though he occasionally places : 


productions, despite the rigors of pre- 
paring for the upcoming trial, all mem 
bers of the real-life cast of this tawdry 
movie in the making say the same thing 
*We ! 


፡ tainly can't provide. € (Additional re- i 
of fresh air, the Fishers will wait until : 
dark and then have their neighbors : 


porting by Frank Spotnitz and Pat { 
H. Broeske) : 


really big bucks. A few tips: 
ying your pal, he or she had 
zely reported material—such 
any information that may be 
Se backed up; in other words, 
us pedophile unless your 
ources for the information. 

s, a producer might want to 
etplace, the rights could cost 
‚age is access to information 
She producer will have some 
ave the money, but the pro- 
movie consent agreements, 

1 not only buy their rights— 


e world, a warning: The fed- 
е books based on New York 

peddled his tale. The New 
ned from telling their story 


ork law (which other states 
e making it easier for her 
ab all your friend's profits. 
—SI 
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: KLM coughed up $60,000, the Fisher 


: family put up an additional $40,000 i | 
; astronomical,” says producer Michael 


in cash and $900,000 in assets (their 


i stocks, home, savings for retirement 
and Ату college education), and the : 
| ; bondsman insured the $1 million bal. 
| à ance. Amy went home, and KLM had : 


the hottest TV movie in town. 


i $75,000 for “an obscure true-crime sto- : 
i ry,” and on a hot story the figure can go ፣ 
፣ "through the roof.” (TV movies cost an 
፤ average of $2-$3 million to produce.) In- ፣ 
| i deed, Naiburg might have gotten even : 
more than the $60,000 KLM paid—ex- ` 
i cept for his worry that a big payoff : 
would prejudice the jury against Amy. : 


Vatter a bail bondsman who agreed to 
hear Amy’s mother, Roseann Fisher, : 
; plead her case. After an emotional ; 
meeting in which Mrs. Fisher swore her 
daughter wouldn't leave Long Island, : 
| the bondsman softened. Dozens of : 
phone calls, meetings, and faxes later, i 
the Buttafuocos’ side of the story was 


getting out of hand. “ፐከፀ bidding got : 


; nancing plan. A friend of a friend found E 
፡ ereating our own monster." 


According to William Morris agent : 
| Jeff Alpern, the price of TV-movie ፡ 
; rights runs anywhere from $25,000 to ; 


? ibly have a client that : BR 
“፲ couldn’t possibly have a PE ic less than $2,500.) 


would take the witness stand in her 
own defense having financially benefit- 
ed from this action or having some fi- 


nancial interest in the outcome of the : тур ! 
trial,” he says. “I think it's negative ; ready, says Jaffe, "I've had people Say 
ና aimo ። 


when you're in front of a jury.” 
Meanwhile, the battle for rights to 


Jaffe of Michael Jaffe Films Ltd., one of 


the original bidders. “It’s like a horse : 
race," adds another original contender, : 
Lisa Sanderson, producer for A Great 
: Jalopy Film and Television Company 


(headed by Empty Nest's Richard Mul- 
ligan). “And this one was real big.” 
On July 28, just before Naiburg 


closed his deal for Amy’s story, Mary Jo : 
Buttafuoco—saddled with more than i 
ter sense of getting an objective story | 


$33,000 of unpaid, uninsured medical 


bills—announced that she had sold her 
: cietal causes and reasons for this.” Nev- i 


own rights to TriStar Television and 


CBS for an amount Jaffe says was “in : 


the $300,000 area.” (Nobody, it seemed, 


cared much about the tale Joey Butta- ` 


fuoco has to tell; TriStar report edly : 


Some Hollywood insiders worry that 


the competition in this case could spark 


true-crime-story price inflation. А]. : 


to me, ‘I know what you offered Amy,” 
Another initial bidder, Robert D. Lee of : 
Triad Artists, worries that the rumored £ 
figures will haunt future deals: “We are 


NBC DUCKED THE major rights 

war by teaming with Jaffe, who had ፡ 
bought the rights to a book about the : 
case, Lethal Lolita, by PEOPLE maga- : 


ine reporter Maria Eftimiades, which : 
has just been published. “With the ` 


rights to this book," says Ruth Slawson, : 
NBC's vice president in charge of 
movies and miniseries, “we have a bet- i 


where we can get to the underlying so- 
ertheless, the NBC version will still : 


have some first-person action, because { 
Jaffe obtained the undersought rights : 


i MOVIES OFTEN 

፣ tragedy, so famous 
been natural film 
፤ movies based on 
} criminals rise abov« 
፣ sient sensationalis 
(all available on vid 


፣ ቀ BONNIE AND CLYD 
i Depression-era bar 
i Parker and Clyde E 
media antiheroes, 
} Arthur Penn film 8 
፣ tieizes their lethal 
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of Stephen Sleeman, the man who 81- 
leges Amy once solicited his help in that 
earlier, abortive attempt to kill Mary Jo, 
and Paul Macklay, Amy's confidante and 
personal trainer at the gym where she 
worked out. 
Sleeman's lawyer, Bruce Parnell, 

: says producers accosted him “within 24 
hours of the Current Affair show. We 
didn't think a movie deal was in good 
taste, so we said absolutely no." But 
: when Naiburg offered Amy's rights to 


the highest bidder, Parnell decided good 


taste only went so far. “You’d have to 


be an idiot" to stay out of such a high- : 


: stakes game, he says. “My feeling was, I 


got a bunch of whores out there. To hell 


፡ with it, you might as well get a deal." 


: WHAT IS THE DARK appeal of true- 
: crime TV that the Amy Fisher case so 


: derson says, “Times are real tough. Our 
፡ eulture is in every way hurting. People 


{ cariously] through movies 
and TV,” Sanderson adds. In 
her background interviews 
: for true-crime movies, she 


ma while in jail, awaits her trial (ex- 


፤ toa ring of the family's doorbell is the 
: bark of Amy's dog, Muffin. Occasion- : 
| do need to release a little aggression." : 

And they are fascinated by the por- : 
} trayals. “People have always lived [vi- : 


UY FEELING 


{ккк 


was, I got a bunch off 
whores out there, 
says one of the lawyers - 
inthe case. 10 hell 
with it, you might as 
well get a deal.” 


pected to take place this fall) in seclu- 
sion at her home. The windows of her : 


; : house are covered with newspapers to 
; splashily demonstrates? Producer San- 


keep out prying eyes; the only response 


ally, when she wants to take a breath : 


of fresh air, the Fishers will wait until : 


dark and then have their neighbors 


block off the street to the press While 
} Amy, now 18, strolls on a nearby beach, 
: huddled under a coat, her mother's arm 


around her. i 
Mary Jo Buttafuoco is talking with a : 


: plastic surgeon at New York’s Monte- : 
፡ fiore Medical Center who claims he can : 


restore her semi-paralyzed face. She : 
still lives with Joey at the home where : 


she was shot. Joey, who continues to 
; deny ever having had an affair with : 
: Amy, has gone back to work at the auto : 
| shop, where he doesn't take phone 
: ealls—though he occasionally places ፣ 
them to Howard Stern’s radio show, : 


much to his lawyers consternation. And 
despite being the subjects of three TV : 


Ё productions, despite the rigors of pre- ፣ 
፡ paring for the upcoming trial, all mem- : 


bers of the real-life cast of this tawdry : 
movie in the making say the same thing : 
when they speak to reporters: “We ፣ 


just want life to go back to normal.“ 


That's the one ending Hollywood cer- : 
tainly can't provide. (Additional re- ፣ 
porting by Frank Spotnitz and Pat 
H. Broeske) i 


says, “You can always feel 
i how most people would love 
for themselves to be a charac- 
ter in a movie.” 

Actor Steve Guttenberg, 
star of the first four Police 
i Academy movies, a Massape- 
፣ qua native, and one of the ini- 
} tial bidders for the Buttafuo- 
i cos’ story, says the couple was 
፣ flattered by their unexpected 
; fame. “Mary Jo and Joey were 
፣ talking about who's going to 
i play them,” recalls Gutten- 
| berg, who had wanted to por- 
: tray Joey. “He said, ‘You’ve 
got to put on a wig and work 
i out. This guy gets pleasure 
} out of going to the shoe store 
፣ and the guy behind the counter 
i says, "You're Joey Buttafuo- 
: co; like he's a football star or 
i a Nobel Peace laureate.” 


| MEANWHILE, Amy Fisher, 
፣ who took her high school final 
exams and received her diplo- 


CRIME PAYS—BUT HOW MUCH? 


So you HAVE a friend who shot her lover's wife. And your friend would like to know the 
legal ins and outs of selling her lurid story to Hollywood for really big bucks. A few tips: 

First of all, if a producer wants to film the story without paying your pal, he or she had 
better be careful. A true-crime tale must be based on accurately reported material—such 
as interviews, newspaper clippings, and court records. Also, any information that may be 
potentially libelous to someone involved in the story must be backed up; in other words, 
the script can't have your friend calling her lover an adulterous pedophile unless your 
friend's lawyer can prove it, or show that there were good sources for the information. 

So rather than worry about transgressing these pesky rules, a producer might want to 
go ahead and buy your friend's story. Given the current marketplace, the rights could cost 
up to $400,000—expensive, maybe, but the producer's advantage is access to information 
that the competition won't be able to get. More important, the producer will have some 
dandy insurance. Once your friend signs the deal, she may have the money, but the pro- 
ducer has a lot of leeway in telling her side of the story. With movie consent agreements, 
says Los Angeles entertainment attorney Fred Leopold, “you not only buy their rights— 
you buy the right to fictionalize their life." 

But before your friend starts planning her trip around the world, a warning: The fed- 
eral government and more than 40 states have a rule on the books based on New York 
State's 1977 “Son of Sam" law, named for a serial killer who peddled his tale. The New 
York law ensured that anything that convicted criminals earned from telling their story 
would go to their vietims’ families. The Supreme Court struck down that version early 
this year. However, a recently enacted revision to the New York law (which other states 
will probably follow) allows your friend to dish for cash, while making it easier for her 
lover's wife to sue for and collect damages—and potentially grab all your friend's profits. 
Which is a brand-new wrinkle on the old adage “crime doesn't pay." —S/ 
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TONY IMAGE 
Perkins in his Ten- 
idol phase, during 
"i ier kilming о! al 1958; Saia 
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: bivalence—his „difference“ that al- 
: lowed him to feel a special empathy for 
such outsiders as Norman Bates, the 


mother. "She's his most ardent lover." No 
from the man who created Norman Bates, 


killer, of Alfred Hiteheock's 1960 shocker, 
Psycho. Perkins, who died of AIDS at age 
60 on Sept. 12, left behind a catalog of trou- 
bled celluloid characters who touched au- 
diences on some visceral level—and a life 
in which pain tallied high. 

Born in Manhattan the only child of Osgood Perkins, a star 


of stage (The Front Page) and screen (19325 Scarface), 


Perkins, like Norman Bates, admitted to being *abnormally 
close" to his mother and wishing his ever-absent father dead. 
He got his wish—and the guilt that went with it—when he 


Was 5. “There was nothing about me I wanted to be," Perkins 


said of his childhood, “but I felt wonderfully happy being 


፡ somebody else." He began a serious pursuit of acting and at 
፡ 14 was working in summer stock; by his early 20s he was al- 
ready established as a teen star. 


Perkins' early years in Hollywood were marked by sexual 


| : ambivalence. He kept up a heterosexual facade for the public 
and the press yet harbored a private fear of women; in a 
| | dressing room during the shooting of 1960's Tall Story, he 
፡ hid nervously behind his script as a 22-year-old Jane Fonda : 
: powdered her nude body. Secretly, he sought out the gay 
፡ world for sex; in his diaries, Andy Warhol wrote that Perkins ፡ 
፡ "used to hire hustlers to come in through 
} the window and pretend to be robbers.” 
i Nevertheless, he married photographer 
| Berry Berenson (sister of actress Marisa 
; Berenson) in 1973 and had two sons who 
: survive him, Osgood, 18, and Elvis, 16. 


Perhaps it was Perkins’ sexual am- 


HE’S NOT ONLY his best friend,” Antho- ፣ 
ny Perkins once told an interviewer who ፣ 
suggested that a boy's best friend was his 


more unsettling words could have come : 


moviedom's most familiar mother-fixated : 


MARKING 


HERE, from a 40-year career, are Perkins’ best performances and most in- 
teresting roles available on video: 


about a Quaker family’s 
attempts to remain peace- 
ful during the Civil War. 
(This was the movie Rea- 
gan gave Gorbachev as a 
gift when the two first met.) 

But Psycho changed 
any white-bread plans 
Hollywood had for Per- 
kins. The roles that fol- 
lowed were generally a 
succession of tormented, 
sometimes even deranged, 
types. To the last, Perkins 
remained close to the sha- 
dows: In his final feature 
film, A Demon in My 
View, which will be released 
on video Oct. 28, he plays a former serial killer. When some- 
one once suggested that Psycho turned into a career curse 
(Perkins appeared in three sequels), he replied self-effacing- 
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PICTURE PARTNERS: Perkins in '87 
with photographer wife Berenson 


፡ ly, “Without Psycho, who's to say if I would have endured?" 


Endure he did, with grace and eloquence to the end. He 
kept his illness quiet but said in a statement released after his 
death: “I have learned more about love, selflessness, and hu- 
man understanding from the people I have met in this great 
adventure in the world of AIDS than I ever did in the cut- 
throat, competitive world in which I spent my life." It was a 
world in which he triumphed by acting out, so to speak, his 
own private nightmares. 9 


ANTHONY 


€ FRIENDLY PERSUASION (7956, CBS/Fox) Playing the son of a Quaker (Gary Cooper), 
Perkins itches to fight in the Civil War and manages one of acting's tightrope feats: He 
makes extreme sensitivity not seem like an indulgence. B+ 


€ THE MATCHMAKER (1953, Paramount) In one of his rare come- 
dies, Perkins plays the gangly, all-thumbs Cornelius Hackl, who, in 
the love department, needs all the help he can get from yenta 
Shirley Booth. B 

Ф ዐዘ THE BEACH (1959, CBS/Fox) Gentle and sympathetic, Perkins is 
the submarine officer who must decide if he and his family should 
take lethal pills when only a handful of people are left in Aus- 
tralia after the atomic bomb explodes. B+ 

€ PSYCHO (1960, MCA/Universal) Huddled in a blanket, a slight 
smile at the corners of his mouth, and staring with insane seren- 
ity into the camera: “Why, she wouldn't even hurt a fly.” Brrrrr. A 
Ф THE TRIAL (1962, Connoisseur) Who better than Perkins, with 
his angst-ridden features, to play Kafka's J oseph K., arrested in 
a nameless country for a nameless crime? B+ 

€ CRIMES OF PASSION (1984, New World) As a psychotie preach- 
er who pursues hooker Kathleen Turner with a steel sex toy, Perkins showed that he 
could take on a role that was strange even for Anthony Perkins. A —LO 


most well-mannered of all big-screen 
: psychopaths. In front of the camera 
Perkins somehow tapped into the ago- 
; nies that ruled his life and was able to 
፣ transmit them to viewers. But it all 
i might have been otherwise. 

Hlaying lost out to James Dean in 1954 
| for the plum role in East of Eden, 
Perkins was picked by that film's direc- 
: tor, Elia Kazan, to replace John Kerr as 
፣ the painfully shy and sensitive (and, in 
: retrospect, gay) young man in Tea and 
i Sympathy on Broadway. Hollywood 
à came calling, anxious to turn the gawky, 
፣ polite, appealing fellow into a teen idol. 
Perkins won his only Oscar nomination, 
for Best Supporting Actor, as the trou- 
| bled son in 1956's Friendly Persuasion, 
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PSYGHO KILLER: 
With Hitchcock 
on the set 
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»-THE P.T. BARNUM AWARD: : 
How do you keep the MTV ; 
generation entertained? In à 
addition to booths for body : 
piercing and “smart” drinks ; 
(enzyme-powered ones), Lol- : 
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LOLLAPALOOZA '92: It was 


lapalooza '92 had a sideshow ፣ 
that made The Addams Fam- : 
ily look like The Waltons: : 
Lifto, who hung weights from : 
a hook in his eyelid; Matt the : 
Tube, who sipped beer and à 
Maalox through his nose; the ; 
Torture King, who stuck 
needles in his cheeks; and Jim 
Rose, who put his face in bro- ፤ 
ken glass while people stood : 
on his head. Oh yeah, some : 


big rock bands played too. 


>THE WHO-NEEDS-REGORD- : 
SALES? AWARD: Sure, Bruce 2 


Springsteen trailed “Weird ; 


lw 


SPRINGSTEEN: Homeboy 


AI" Yankovic on the album 
chart throughout the sum- 
mer. But from July 23 to 
Aug. 10, the Boss played 11 
shows, all sellouts, at the 
Brendan Byrne Arena in 


New Jersey, grossing more : 
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Summer Tours’ Winners and Losers 


WHAT WAS the summer of 1992 like for tours? Miles of 
empty aisles. Though up 18 percent from last year's dis- 
mal showing, the average show gross was still 25 percent 
less than it was in 1990. The acts that did well, grossing 
close to or more than $20 million by the end of August: 
Neil Diamond, Genesis, Grateful Dead, and Metallica 
with Guns N’ Roses. Biggest flops: Hammer, Paula 
Abdul, and Ringo Starr. In the tradition of the Grammys 
and the Emmys, we present the Roadies, our awards 
for the most bizarre or amusing moments in live music. 


; than $6.2 million in ticket 
sales in his former home 
state. Weird Al” couldn't | 
sell that many tickets if he music. 
went door-to-door with all E 

the Girl Scouts in America. i 


; >THE SURGEON-GENERAL'S- : 
i WARNING-ON-ELECTRIC- i 
: MIKES AWARD: The Newport; 
Folk Festival featured an 
i Aug. 9 closing performance 
by the Indigo Girls, Mary- : 
: Chapin Carpenter, and Joan ; 
i Baez as “The Four Voices of 
; Harmony.” During their Set, 
a bolt of lightning hit the ; 


1992 


ROAD 


; Sound system and ended the 
show, lending credence to the 
theory that God hates folk 
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>THE WHY-B0-YOU-TilNK- 
IT'S-CALLED-HEAVY-METÀAL» 
AWARD: The Guns № Roses 
stage—200 feet wide and 80 
: feet deep, with a 75-foot set— 
weighed 50 tons. Three 
identieal stages were built, 
because each one took 60 peo- 
ple three days to construct 
and a day to dismantle. The 
PA system speaker cabinets, 
which used 250,000 watts of 
power, traveled in three 
tractor trailers. Each show 
ended with 20 explosions, 
our fireballs, and a 100-piece 
fireworks display—when the 


group didn't walk off stage 
፡ early, that is. 


>THE DAD-CAN-I-BORROW- 
$21.50-AND-A-FEW-GRAND- 
; FOR-BAILP AWARD: In one amaz- 


А 
GUNS N' ROSES: Built to last 


: ing 10-day span, the GN’ 
i R/Metallica tour played six 
; shows and grossed $7.8 million 
in ticket sales. Much of that 
; money was probably needed to 
፡ pay for Axl Rose's wardrobe of 
baseball caps, bicycle shorts, 
i skirts, and codpieces. But all 
he cute outfits in the world 
: didn't amount to much when 
Rose cut short the band’s Aug. 
8 show in Montreal due to 
“throat problems” (EN- 
TERTAINMENT WEEKLY, 
i #133). Fans rioted, resulting in 
13 injuries and 12 arrests. 


: >THE I-KNOW-YOU'RE-OUT- 
: THERE-I-CAN-HEAR-YOU- 
; BREATHING AWARD: On June 
22, Paula Abdul performed 
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for more than 5,500 empty 
seats out of 17,850 at Fid- 
dler's Green Amphitheatre in 
Englewood, Colo. Two days 
before, she had almost 11,000 
empty seats out of 18,000 at 
the Sandstone Amphitheatre 


TICKETS | 


in Bonner Springs, Kan. 
Moreover, the Indigo Girls 


(who would go on to have : 
such bad luck in Rhode Is- : 
land) drew only 4,060 to the : 
20,000-seat Walnut Oreek : 
Amphitheatre in Raleigh, : 
N.C. Iron Maiden played to : 
3,819 in the 20,000-seat Star- : 
plex Amphitheatre in Dallas. ፤ 
In the same locale, the cursed ፣ 
Indigo Girls sold just 4,499 : 
tickets. And prog-rock grand- : 
dads Emerson, Lake & : 
Palmer played before a mere 
3,343 in the 15,000-seat Wat- : 
erloo Village in Stanhope, : 
N.J. If a drum solo falls in an 
empty stadium, does anybody ፣ 


hear it? 


> THE APPLE-DOESN'T-FALL- | 
FAR-FROM-THE-TREE AWARD: : 


A week after Abdul under- ፣ 


HANK WILLIAMS JR.: No show 


whelmed Bonner Springs, an 


apparently soused Hank Wil- 
liams Jr. left the same arena 
after playing for only 15 min- 
utes. Williams later apolo- 


gized and blamed his inca- : 


pacitation on "dinner and 
drinks" before the show. 
Shortly thereafter, Budweis- 


er withdrew sponsorship of 


Hank Jr.'s tour, making him 
probably the first entertain- 
er too embarrassing even for 
à beer company. 


>THE SUMMER-MIGHT-NOT- 
BE-ENDLESS AWARD: At a 
June 25 show in Canan- 
daigua, N.Y., the Beach Boys 


played to 4,429 in a 12,700- 
seat amphitheater, for a : 


ticket gross of $90,523. By 


comparison, U2 fans spent : ! 
more than five times as į 
much on T-shirts and pro- 
grams during the group's : | 
two April shows at the L.A. : 


Sports Arena. 
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>THE LET’S-GO-BUNGEE- - 


JUMPING-INSTEAD AWARD: 
As predicted in ENTER- 
TAINMENT WEEKLY (#120), 
Wilson Phillips’ tour plane 
never even got off the 
ground. Maybe it was be- 
cause their new album was 


: floundering at No. 30 on the 


chart nine weeks after it was 


released. Or maybe they had 


a little talk with Paula Ab- 
dul. At any rate, they can- 
celed their summer tour 
without explanation. 


THE BOTTOM LINE 


WHAT IF THEY gave a concert 
and nobody came? Bruised egos 
and reputations aside, empty sta- 
diums are no big deal to many 
performers because of the guar- 
antee, the lowest figure for 
which artists agree to play. Typ- 
ically, the fee is leveraged against 
an agreed-upon percentage of 
ticket sales, so that the artist will 
take home whichever piece is big- 


ger—the guaranteed figure or 


the gross cut. 


ABDUL: Not a 


Except in the very biggest cases—like a Madonna or 


penny less 


а Paul MeCartney-artists are usually flexible about 
their guarantee demands, especially when playing 
smaller metropolitan areas. Guarantee figur 
guarded, but word trickles out—especially when pro- 
moters think performers have overestimated their 
worth. Here's what sources say a few of this summer's 
biggies were promised: 

» Paula Abdul: $125,000—but, some promoters say, 
she was really worth $75,000 

» Crosby, Stills & Nash: Between $15,000 and 
$100,000 (the higher figure was way too much, some say) 
¥ B-52’s: $75,000, with sales looking soft 

» Ringo Starr: $75,000 

» Emerson, Lake & Palmer: $40,000—not a lot for 
former superstars, but radio has ignored their reunion 
album 

+ Lollapalooza Tour: А big $200,000, and, all agree, 
worth every penny. —Dave DiMartino 


WILSON PHILLIPS: Wispy 


፡ >THE SPINAL-TAP-BRONZED- 
: AMP AWARD: The distinction of 
the summer's most embar- 
rassing draw goes to Jeff- 
erson Starship, who sold only 
396 tickets to their July 5 ap- 
pearance at the 750-seat Care- 
: free Theater in West Palm 
Beach. At that rate, the Star- 
: ship would have to play 1,076 
shows to match the gross of 
: Guns N’ Roses’ first six 
፡ shows oftheir tour. 


> THE REACH-OUT-AND- 
TOUCH-SOMEONE AWARD: 
Even with four video 
Screens, four Philips 
Vidi-Walls, and 6 mon- 
itors on the U2 stage, all 
of which Bono directs 
by remote control, he 
still gets bored. So dur- 
ing the Zoo TV tour, he 
places phone calls from 
መመመ the stage, piped through 
፣ the PA system, to the White 
i House, British Prime Minis- 
; ter John Major, the Home 
፣ Shopping Club, a pizza deliv- 
: ery chain, and a phone-sex 
: service. And he still hasn’t 
found what hes looking for. ቀ 
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UNDER FIRE: 

Daniel Day-Lewis, center, 
and his adoptive family 
face their foes in 

The Last of the Mohicans 


Native 


Michael Mann's The Last of the Mohicans is a powerfully realistic adventure saga, 
Daniel Day-Lewis' Hawkeye gets stranded on the frontier. 


HE GRASS IS tall and : 
bright, bright green, and : 


80 is the forest on either 
clearing marches a small 
their crisp red uniforms, the men nev- 


ertheless have a slack, defeated air; it 
is 1757, and they have just surrendered 


Native American war cries. For a few 
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On 


seconds, dread hangs in the air. Then 
dozens of Hurons Spill forth, tomahawks 


፣ poised, guns firing. 
side of it. Through the Н 


No rampage has ever looked—or 


፡ sounded—quite like this. The toma- 
army of British soldiers. Elegant in | 


children, As vengeance, Magua stares 


into the wounded man's face and slowly, ፣ tation of the James Fenimore Cooper : 


but 


BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN į 


; deliberately cuts out his heart. No ran- 
dom savagery here: This is war as the 
; absolute expression of dark human will. | 
; Through it all runs а small, deft, ballet- : 
ie figure, hi ing . 8 88 | 
| a 1 in chests with a sick- ; е ТЕ በ yet | 
; emng thwack! Men are scalned—hnt | a. THEO 
፣ graphically, in fast, е 29015 : Strangely calm, like that of a basketball ; 
i Then Magua (Wes Studi), leader of the ! 
Fort William Henry to the French | 
army. Suddenly, a sound comes out of ; 
the forest, a sound at once thrilling and 
terrifying: It's the exultant whoop of 


Player on a fast break. It is Hawkeye · 


€ : : (Daniel Day-Lewis), the hunting/track- i 
ВЕ ie locates the man he is after, the ፣ ing/fighting superstar, a peerless icon of | 

nglish colonel (Maurice Roéves) he speed, honor and daring | 
holds responsible for the death of his ፣ | су ы ክሪ 


THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS (F), Mi- | 
chael Mann's fierce and beautiful adap- ን 


; novel, has scenes of brutal physical 
power that hold you in thrall. Mann 
doesn’t distance Cooper's episodic tale 
of war and adventure on the American 
frontier; he plunges you into 18th-cen- 

| : tury combat as surely as Francis Cop- 
pola placed you in the Vietnam jungles 
in Apocalypse Now. The woodland skir- 
mishes are raw and electrifying, with a 
zigzaggy, quick-as-the-eye fleetness. In 
one scene, the Hurons, who are like ear- 
ly versions of guerrilla fighters, dodge a 
spray of British gunfire and then, mo- 

ments later, spring up in a line to fire 
back on cue. (They can predict when the 

: bullets are coming because the British 
fire rhythmically.) The battle scenes, 

፡ dotted with horror, move to the kinetic 

rhythm of the Native Americans’ lithe, 

} darting motions. 

The center of the movie, however, 
feels a little unoccupied. Mann, creator 
: of Miami Vice and director of the bril- : 
i liant 1986 thriller Manhunter, has fil- : 
: tered the characters and events of 
Cooper's novel through a modern, real- : 
፡ istic consciousness. Yet is Hawkeye be- : 
; lievable—or even very interesting—as : 
a a human being? Day-Lewis, a great ac- | 
tor, has said he wanted to play him as a 

man utterly free of 20th-century neu- i 

፣ roses. The result, I’m afraid, is that : 

፣ Hawkeye barely seems in the movie: | 

: Day-Lewis has emptied him of the very з 

tensions and conflicts that actors use to 

; create characters. ; 

i Small, with a smooth, unimposing ; 

chest and elegant tan features, his Hawk- | 

i eye is a kind of long-haired Zen Bo) 

Scout. Scampering through the woods З 

| on winged feet, romancing Cora Munro ; 

(Madeleine Stowe), the colonels daugh- : 

i ter, with the same rapt, steady-eyed : 

gaze he displays while running after a 

deer or dodging a tomahawk, he's so per- 

i fectly centered, so at one with himself, 

| that he seems devoid of any interna 

፡ qualities, When Hawkeye talks, it’s to 

offer simple, almost minimalist advice 

i The words roll out in a smooth, vaguely 

Southern voice that’s like a parody 0 

i all-American cocksureness—he sounds 

| like he learned English from watching 

፣ John Wayne. There are some promising 

scenes between Day-Lewis and Stowe 

i who plays Cora with a tremulous ro- : 

i mantic purity. Stowe just may be a ma- 

i jor actress; she has the blend of sensu- : 
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THE REAL ‘MOHICANS’ 


Latest But Not Least 


IF THE TITLE CHARACTER of The Last of the Mohicans—the young Uncas 
(Eric Schweig)— really had been the last Mohican, Ralph W. Sturges would be 
out of a job. Sturges, also known as Chief Gertinemong (He Who Helps Thee"), 
is not only the current lifetime chief of the Mohegans (a name that can be 
transliterated as *Mohican"), he's also a direct descendant of Uncas. According 
to the tribe's official historian, Melissa Fawcett Sayet, 907 Mohegans survive 
to this day, approximately 300 of them in and around the town of Mohegan, Conn. 

Few nonhistorians realize that Uncas was actually the first of the Mohe- 
gans. It was Uncas who created the tribe in the early 17th century, after lead- 
ing a rebellion against the Pequot leader, Sassacus. Although the Mohegan 
reservation in Connecticut was dissolved in 1861, the tribe maintains a land 
base of about two square miles. 

Sturges, 73, is a marble sculptor and leader of the tribal council. *Like any 
chief executive officer," he says, “my job is to see that the tribe runs similar to 
a corporation. The most important thing a chief can do is keep educating the 
young in their culture, but also 
move the tribe ahead into the 
21st century so that they can 
exist another 500 years." 

Despite director Michael 
Mann's much-reported obses- 
sion with authenticity, the 
production worked only brief- 
ly with the real Mohegans— 
auditioning them as extras. 
No Mohegans were hired, and 
Fawcett Sayet was never 
contacted. 

Why? Location casting di- 
rector Shirley Fulton Crumley 
claims that intermarriage has 
reduced the Mohegans' aes- 
thetie ^purity." “We wanted to 
have the look of Northeastern 
Indians of that time period," 
she says. [The Mohegans] are 
blond and blue-eyed. They are 
very fair people; they don't 
look like Native Americans 
anymore." Lee Teter, a visual 
consultant and a specialist on 
Northeastern American Indi- 
ans, explains that the filmmakers drew their history primarily from first-per- 
son, documentary sources because “it’s the most accurate information. It per- 
tains to the time period we were trying to portray as opposed to what it [the 
culture] has evolved to.” 

However different from their ancestors, today’s Mohegans, says Fawcett 
Sayet, hold firm to their identity as a recognizable unit (they are currently 
applying for recognition as an official tribe from the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
in Washington, D.C.). Indeed, her tribe's ambitions go well beyond literary or 
cinematic notoriety. “We believe in the lasting of the Mohegans," she says, 
“not the last of the Mohicans.” —Nisid Hajari 


GALL ME CHIEF: Modern Mohegan Ralph Sturges 
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ality and yearning that works on audi- 
ences like an elixir. Yet the romance 


never quite flowers, because there's an : 
abstract quality to Hawkeye's ardor. : SCHOOL TIES 


፡ Brendan Fraser, Amy Locane 


Day-Lewis' achievement here is mostly 


a technical one: He makes Hawkeye : 


such a purely physical being that the : | 
፡ fly тнк )(10-'505, David Greene 


(Brendan Fraser), a Jewish kid from 


character appears weightless, liberated 
from the whirrings of his own mind. 


Raised from the age of 2 by the be- : 


nevolent Mohican Chingachgook (Rus- ed as a senior at St. Matthew's Aca- 


sell Means), Hawkeye has grown intoa : demy, an idyllic New England prep 
stalwart, humane hunter. Now, though, : 
he and the other Mohicans find them- : 
selves in the middle of an epic turf war. 
The French and British are battling for 
control of the colonies, the colonialists : 
are feeling the early stirrings of revolu- ፣ 
tionary fervor, and the various local Na- : 
tive American tribes have formed un- ; 


easy alliances with the Europeans. 


If this all sounds complicated, it is: ; 
The first hour of The Last of the Mohi- : 
cans plays like a convoluted history les- : 
son. I appreciate that Mann has enough ! 
respect for the audience’s intelligence 
to sketch in this briar patch of conflict- | 
ing loyalties. But he outlines the inter- : 
locking factions without really making : 
it clear, in dramatic terms, what each 
one stands for. When the English are : 
defeated and skulk away, only to be 
massacred, it feels like a cheat: All that 
historical hugger-mugger just to get : 
Hawkeye, the colonel’s daughter, and : 
her younger sister (Jodhi May) strand- : 


ed in the wilderness. 


At that point, however, the movie ; 
comes bracingly to life. Mann, at his 
best, is a master of violence and lyrical : 
anxiety. There's a fight on the edge ofa : 
cliff that attains a spooky, almost hallu- ; 
cinatory quality—it’s the most ecstatic : 


piece of action moviemaking I’ve seen 
in years. And Mann has created a great 
villain in Magua, the vengeful Huron 
Wes Studi, who was in Dances With 
Wolves, has a glowering face, all scars 
and furrows, that seems to be implod- 
ing with rage. At the same time, he re- 


veals that the furious Magua is actually : 
a thoughtful, complex man; he sees 
what the Europeans are doing to his 
people, and he despises them for it. : 
Hawkeye may be the hero of The Last : 
of the Mohicans, but by the end of the ; 
movie it's Magua’s malevolent passion : 


that burns brightest. B+ 
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MYLES ARONOWITZ 


(Directed by Robert Mandel, PG-13) 


working-class Scranton, Pa., is accept- 


school that has been molding elite 
young men into Ivy League fodder for 
generations. Normally, the school ad- 


ministrators wouldn't dream of enrolling : 


someone Jewish. But the football team 


has been on a losing streak, and David : 


is a star quarterback. Thrown in with a 


wolf pack of fine-boned young WASPs, : 
he conceals his Jewish identity and be- 


comes a kind of undercover minority 
student, discovering anti-Semitism in 
its most insidiously everyday forms. 
Then his identity is revealed for him. 


School Ties, an earnest drama about 
prejudice and cultural pride, seems to ፣ 
have come out of a time warp, and not ፡ 
just because it’s an obvious gloss on : 
Gentleman's Agreement, the 1947 Os- ! 
car winner in which Gregory Peck : 


played a magazine writer pretending to 


О for its hero in the same way that Sid. 
Class Distinction Ims 
(1 E istm potent argument against intolerance is 
that David is perfect—a dedicated, 


ney Poitier's early films did: Its most 


kindly achiever. I mean, did he really 


have to be a terrific football player and | 
a great student and a wonderful, caring 
guy and a soulful dancer and a physica] 

cross between Elvis Presley and John : 


F. Kennedy Jı.? 


Still, tempting as it is to giggle at the 
retro-high-mindedness of School Ties, : 
፡ the movie is nicely acted, and it has 
፡ been made with some honesty and in- 


telligence. The characterization of prep- 


school life is far more convineing than it : 


was in, say, Dead Poets Society. We get 


a richer feel for the pressures and priv- : 


ileges that have shaped these young 


men. Better yet, the movie puts a hu- : 
man face on racism. It understands that 
even the most prejudiced of the St. ` 
Matthew's students aren't necessarily : 
hateful people. They've been handed : 
፡ their anti-Semitism along with their : 
manners; many of them are compas- : 
sionate enough to see through it. Play- ; 
ing Mr. Perfect, Brendan Fraser yes, 
Encino Man—proves a smart and lik- : 
able actor, alive to what's going on : 
around him. Sidney Poitier proved you 
i could keep your integrity even in a role 
be Jewish. The movie stacks the deck : 


like this, and Fraser does too. B 


i PRIDE AND PREJUDICE: 
СЕ: Amy Locane preps Brendan Fraser for love in School Ties 


Flesh Prince 
: HELLRAISER Ill: HELL ON EARTH 


Terry Farrell, Doug Bradley 
: (Directed by Anthony Hickox, R) 


; great titlel—were actually a kinky hor: 


| your skin ripped by fishhooks. C- 


NOW PLAYING 


A look at recent releases previously 


reviewed by OWEN GLEIBERMAN. 


BOB ROBERTS (7?) Tim Robbins' nose-thumb- 
ing mock documentary. Bob Roberts (Rob- 
bins) is a 35-year-old senatorial candidate 
from Pennsylvania who also happens to be a 
millionaire, a right-wing demagogue, and a 
Dylanesque protest singer. It doesn't take 
us long to get the joke: Bob the folksinging 
yuppie fascist is all image, and so he can 
yoke together whatever images he wants. 
Robbins captures the dizzying surface of 
American televisual polities. For all that, 
the movie isn't very funny; it's repetitive 
and a tad monotonous. The character of Bob 
Roberts is used didactically—we know him 
completely after 30 seconds—and so the 


film already seems to have made up its 
mind about everything it's showing us. B- 


A BRIEF HISTORY OF TIME (Unrated) This 


: documentary based on Stephen Hawking's 
: best-seller confronts us with the arresting 
: paradox of Hawking’s presence—the notion 


of a man whose mental universe grows ever 


፡ larger even as his physical world keeps 


rinking. Except that director Errol Mor- 


i i ris doesn't do enough with either half of the 
1 Ts HELLRAISER movies are the : 

latest entry in the special-effects-laden : 
school of psychedelic horror schlock. In ፡ 
| effect, this series has become the new ` 
: Nightmare on Elm Street, complete А 
with its own Freddy Krueger—Pinhead ፣ 
Е (Doug Bradley), the cackling lord of | 
darkness whose noggin looks like a golf 
ball spiked with nails. Cooked up by 
; novelist Clive Barker, the Hellraiser 
films do have a provocative theme—at : 
least, compared with most of the stuff ; offers him a deal: Forget the money you 
i: covered by Fangoria magazine. They're i 
| about the forbidden thrill of sado- : 


| masochism. The characters are invited the edges, but the movie falls apart when 


to search their souls for desires that will Parker and Caan head off for their week- 


send them straight to hell. Or, as Pin- | end in Hawaii, where Parker is made to 


; head puts it, “I’m here to press the | : aed 
i stinking face of humanity into the dark a puppyish ardor thats very winning. eS 
i blood of its own secret heart!" All of 


፣ which might be fascinating if 8 movie ፣ HUSBANDS AND WIVES (R) Woody Allen has 


፣ made a cynical, mid-life version of what ap- 


like Hellraiser III: Hell on Earth— : 


i pears to be a classic Allen comedy of ro- 


paradox. The details of Hawking's early life 
are fascinating, but the movie as a whole is 
plodding and conventional. B- 


HONEYMOON IN VEGAS (PG-13) In this 
sweet-'n'-zany new comedy, Nicolas Cage 
plays an earnest, mother-whipped nebbish 
and Sarah Jessica Parker is his sexy $chool- 
teacher fiancée. In Vegas, they're spotted 
by gangster James Caan, who tricks Cage 
into joining a rigged poker game and then 


owe me and give me your fiancée for the 
weekend. There's some funny stuff around 


look like a complete simp. Cage, at least, has 


: ror fantasy about the thin line separat- i mantic confusion. It centers on two middle- 
ing pleasure and pain. Instead, its 


mostly about the prospect of getting ; each case, the husband forms an attachment 


i toa much younger woman. The movie is ac- 


aged couples, both of whom break up; in 
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SHOOTING THE BREEZE: Matthew Modine and Jennifer Grey get swept away in Wind 


complished and engrossing, with terrific i 
performances by Sydney Pollack, Judy : 
Davis, and Juliette Lewis. At the same : 
time, something is slightly off. Whenever : 
the characters open their mouths, what 
comes out has a morose, exhausting same- ; 
ness—it's the post-analytie whine of Allen's : 
ersatz-Bergman melodramas. Allen seems 
to be saying that life boils down to two op- : 
tions: the boring security of marriage or the ; 


attains a fluid emotionalism in this small, 
absorbing mood piece. John LeTour (Willem 


dealer. Now he finds that the '80s high life is 
fading. The basic outline—a drug dealer in 


spark to Schrader's filmmaking. B 


pleasure of irresponsible sex. But isn't 


there a middle ground? The daunted, sour 


outlook of Husbands and Wives represents : 
ап older and wiser Woody. To a degree, : 
though, he may be mistaking joylessness і 


for wisdom. B 


CRITICAL MASS 


; SINGLES (PG-13) Writer-director Cameron 
Crowe puts a fresh spin on the saga of boy 
meets girl. In this disarmingly sweet-spir- 
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these current movies. 


BOB ROBERTS A 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF TIME B+ B« B 
HONEYMOON IN VEGAS C+ 

HUSBANDS AND WV s A B Е 
THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS c 

LIGHT SLEEPER A- 

SINGLE WHITE FEMALE D- Е 
SNEAKERS 6 

TWIN PEAKS: FIRE WALK WITHME 5 [ 
UNFORGIVEN = A 
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LIGHT SLEEPER (R) Director Paul Schrader : 
touches, and it's exceedingly well acted. B 


Dafoe) is a quietly tormented 40-year-old : 
ex-cocaine addict who works as a low-level : 


ican Gigolo, only there's a new confessional : 


the same horseshoe-shaped apartment com- 
: plex in Seattle, the new capital of middle- 


class bohemian chie. Singles is about a gen- 


eration so self-protective it has come to see 
፡ Jove as just another form of friendship— 


as interaction plus cuddling. The movie is 


፡ very slight (it's often elose to being a tele- 


vision show), yet it's clever and infectious, : 


Standouts among the cast include Bridget 
Fonda, whose relaxed ardor fits perfectly 


into Crowe's design, and Matt Dillon, who : 
strikes an endearing balance between glam- 
our and stoned goofiness. B+ 


SINGLE WHITE FEMALE (R) Entertaining : 
claptrap. Watching this gothic thriller about 
; a Manhattan software designer (Bridget : 
: Fonda) and her clinging, duplicitous psycho : 
roommate (Jennifer Jason Leigh), you're Е 


never in doubt that each twist is going to 


lock into place with machine-tooled preci- : 
sion. Still, the movie has some good, perverse : 


SNEAKERS (PG-13) Robert Redford gives a 
relaxed, enjoyable performance as Bishop, a 
renegade computer genius who has been : 
living underground since the late '60s. He 
existential crisis—is reminiscent of Amer- leads a crew of eccentric techno-wizards i 
who have banded together for fun and prof- : 
: it. The movie is funny and satisfying when ፣ 
; it sticks to high-tech high jinks: The char- | 
; acters’ cleverness becomes a brainy form of ; 


: one-upmanship. But the plot, a cross be- ; 
; tween WarGames and The Conversation, is 
ited comedy, he focuses on six characters in 
፣ their early to mid-20s, most of whom live in à : 
i UNFORGIVEN (R) Clint Eastwood's smooth, 
: laconie, and thoroughly engaging retro- : 
Western. The hero, William Munny (East- à 
| wood), is a once-violent hooligan who has : 
i given up his outlaw ways. All this changes ; 
; when he joins a small posse of bounty 
à hunters to chase down two thugs.B 


weightless. B- 


1 WIND (PG-12) A Sports movie with soul. 
፡ The director, Carroll Ballard, doesn't trans- 
; form sailing into an etherealized daydream. 
፣ He captures the physical and intellectual 
i excitement of the sport—the aggressive 
| athleticism and split-second decision mak- 
: ing that help turn competitive sailing into 
; arefined version of warfare. In outline, the 
E Movie could be a Tom Cruise rouser from the ; 
: mid- 80s. Ballard, though, treats the plot as i 
፡ background; he has evolved a reflective - 
| style of visual Storytelling that makes even i 
፣ routine events shimmer with feeling. B+ 


THE WEEKEND 
| after Labor Day is 


SUE GORDON 


traditionally a slow 
one at the box of- 
fice, and that made 


MELINDA 


rling perfor- 

mance of Sneakers 

more im- 

SPY GUYS: Poitier sive. With a 
and Phoenix 


million and an A 
from audiences polled by Cinemas 

the caper thriller poised to Бе 

a late-summer suce If so, that would 
mark it as a comeback fo: 

Redford, who could certainly use a hit 
after the debacle of Havana. Sneakers, 
though, was the week's only winner. 
Hellraiser 111: Hell on Earth became 
the latest case of the horror genre fail- 
ing to scare up much business. The low- 
budget shocker brought in a so-so $3.2 
million on 862 screens. And there wasn't 
much of a gust behind Wind. The sailing 
saga earned a CinemaScore grade of B 
but took in a scant $2.2 million. 
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Isn't That Special 


A Midwestern town with an overabundance of mayhem and misfortune is the setting for 


Picket Fences, which tries to generate warmth with lots of weirdness. BY KEN TUCKER 


OU KNOW, maybe Twin ፣ 
Peaks wasn’t such а: 
good idea after all. Oh : 
sure, cocreators David : 
Lynch and Mark Frost : 
got one terrific season of head-scratch- : 
ingly surreal television out of it, but 
Since then, Peaks' freaky influence has : 
pushed pop culture further downhill. : 
This season alone it has already inspired : 
the feature-film prequel Twin Peaks: : 
Fire Walk With Me, Lynch's nasty bore : 
in which Laura Palmer goes topless be- ! 
fore she becomes lifeless. And on tele- : 


NAVRATILOVA VS. 


vision we now have PICKET FENCES 
(CBS, Fridays, 10-11 p.m.), a new se- 
ries from former L.A. Law executive 


producer David E. Kelley. With Fences, : 


Kelley has created the first family dra- 


ma that seems inspired by Peaks-like : 
፡ and 8-year-old Zack (Adam Wylie). 


quirks and eccentricities. 


Last week’s initial peek between the ። 
family breakfasts, grade-school show- 

and-tell sessions, and amateur produc- : 
tions of The Wizard of Oz, with good : 
gussied up as a 


white wooden slats of Picket Fences re- 
vealed the little community of Rome, 


Wis., where law is enforced by Sheriff ። 
Jimmy Brock (Tom Skerritt) and med- : 
icine is practiced by the town doctor, Jill 
Brock (Kathy Baker). They're a hus- 


CONNORS 


Serving "Em Up in Sin City 
JIMMY CONNORS AND MARTINA NAVRATILOVA may have made early 


exits from the U.S. Open at Flushing Meadows, but they're still swinging— 
this time at each other. On Sept. 25, the two will replay the 1973 battle of or 


MIXED SINGLES: 
Connors, Navratilova 
will rekindle a debate 


is it the racquet between—the sexes in which Billie Jean King upstaged Bob- 
by Riggs. Billed as the “Battle of Champions,” this pay- 
per-view event will be broadcast live at 9 p.m. from 

Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. 

“This is not a show like Billie Jean and Bobby. This is 
Tyson fighting Holyfield. This is war,” says the macho 
Connors of the 2-out-of-3-set match ($500,000 goes to 
the winner and undisclosed appearance fees for each). 
The more mild-mannered Navratilova sees the chal- 
lenge as “much more a battle of egos than a battle of 
sexes.” The Nupe-It man will duel it out with some 
handicaps: He gets only a single serve and will have to 
cover half the width of each doubles alley. 

. Though Connors, 40, and Navratilova, 35, have nev- 
er even hit together, they do have plenty in common. 
"They've won more singles titles than anyone else of 
their gender (Connors, 109; Navratilova, 159), and 
they're sticking it out in a sport filled with baby-faced 
pros who are still taking lessons from Beverly Hills, 
90210. "We've never gone to dinner or anything," says 
Navratilova, “but I think we feel a kinship because of 
our age—we're old warriors.” 


What will be proven if Connors prevails? “It proves to me that I can give up 
half an alley,” he chuckles. And if Navratilova wins? “It will surprise some 
guys, she says gleefully, “Jimmy in particular." —Kate Meyers 
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band-and-wife team of caregivers, 


worldly middle-agers who value the 


old-fashioned influences of small-town : 
life on their three children, 16-year-old 


Kimberly (Holly Marie Combs), 11- 
year-old Matthew (Justin Shenkarow), 


Picket Fences is thus full of raucous 


ol’ Sheriff Jimmy al 
Munchkin. It is as if Kelley, after all 


those years of setting Armani suits in : 
: complex motion on L.A. Law, suddenly : 


yearned for the simple life. 


But Kelley also knows that these : § 
፡ days family drama doesn't draw view- i 
፡ ers anymore—just 
i cancellations in recent years of shows 
such as A Year in the Life and Sons and : 
Daughters, as well as a hanging-by-its- : 
: nails survivor, Life Goes On. So in the : 
: post-Peaks era, Fences turns family : 
drama into a sun-bright nightmare, in 
: which the Tin Man in that Wizard of Oz : |! 
Е production drops dead in his metal cos- ; 
i tume, a victim of poisoning. And whena : 
፡ housewife wants to end it all in this qui- i 
et burg, she sets the timer on her dish- : 
; washer, crawls inside, and shuts the ፡ 
door ho knew the pot-scrubber cy- : ጄ.1 
; cle could turn this kitchen appliance into ж 
; asuicide machine? 8 
i This week's episode begins with a ; 
: Schoolroom session in which a little girl! 
brings in for discussion a severed hand if 
in a jar she found lying in her neighbor- | ከ8 
; hood bushes. This leads the sheriff : 
; to suspect that a notorious criminal i 
; known as the Green Bay Chopper, who : PM 
i hacks off the right hand of each of his a 
Victims, has invaded his little bit of Wis- : | 
| consin paradise, i 
But the bloody presence of death and 
} dismemberment in both editions of this ; 
; series’ first two weeks kinda makes : 
; you stop and think: Why did the family. : 


ook at the quick : ከ፻ 
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TAKING CARE OF 
BIZARRE-NESS: 
Baker and Skerritt 
endure oddballs and 
outlandish behavior 
in Picket Fences 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


Brock ever believe Rome was such a 
nifty place, anyway? Still, it’s obvious i : 
other of Jimmy's officers, played by 


that Kelley intends for us to be shocked 


by the abrupt introduction of violence ፤ 
into this tranquil setting, but if we don't. : 
get the message, you can count on one : 
of the sheriff's deputies, Officer Maxine : 
Stewart (Lauren Holly from The An- : 
tagonists), to spell it out. When the Tin ፣ 
Man keeled over a week ago, she mur- : 
mured, “Murder has come to Rome, Wis- : 
consin!” This week, eager to catch the ፣ 
Chopper before he gets his mitts on an- : 
other mitt, Maxine says to a colleague, : 
"Come on.. we live in a tiny town, how : 
often do we get to track down a serial : 
kidnapper?" The way things are going, ፤ 
Maxine, I figure another one's bound to : 
pop up, oh, around the time of your : 


show's first sweeps period. 

Like Twin Peaks, 
Picket Fences wants 
to comfort us with cru- 
elness: Hey, look, all 
you TV viewers stuck 
in high-crime cities, this 
show says, it’s really no 
better in idyllic small 
towns, either. The grass 
is greener but the rot 
still pervades. 

The cast helps. Smil- 
ing gamely through the 
rot are Skerritt and 
Baker—loose, charming 
actors who generate 
real warmth in their 
* nuzzly domestic scenes. 
The three kids, howev- 
er, come off as unlik- 
able brats, with Combs' 
Kimberly a particularly 
imperious, obnoxious 


adolescent. Maybe some week her mom ; 
will lock Kimberly in the dishwasher ፣ | 


for a quick rinse. 


When Fences stays in the Brock : 
home, though, the show at least has its ፣ 
own rhythm and a fresh slant on family 
life. Once Jimmy leaves for the police 
station, however, the series turns into : 
Peaks freak show. His receptionist, Gin- ፣ 
ny (Zelda Rubinstein), is a tiny woman 
who speaks in grave tones with what : 
we're supposed to think is oracular wis- : 
dom: Um, why should we? We're not 
given this character’s history, back- : 


ground, or motivation. 
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Then, too, creator Kelley delights in 
playing drama for laughs, as when an- 


Costas Mandylor, says he wants to in- 
terrogate some of the Choppers previ- 
ous victims, and Kelley cuts to a police 
waiting room full of men with absurdly 
exaggerated Captain Hook-like hooks 


፡ attached to their right arms. This woulq 
፡ be rudely funny if only it weren't go 


quaintly, Peaksily predictable. 
Picket Fences clearly aims to be a 


i kinder, gentler Peaks, but the goosey, 


paradoxical mood for which it strives— 
heartwarming creepiness—is, at this 
point, more of a turnoff than a turn-on. c 


ROGER & ME SEQUEL 


Michael Moore: Our Man (in) Flint 


THE BUNNY LADY is still skinning rabbits, Deputy Fred is still evicting 
people from their homes, and former General Motors chairman Roger Smith 
still isn't returning Michael Moore's phone calls. 

The above updates come courtesy of Pets or Meat: The Retwrn to Flint, a 
23-minute sequel to Moore's darkly comic theatrical hit of 1989, Roger & Me. In 
Roger, the wisenheimer documentarian recorded his exhaustive attempts to 
track down GM’s elusive CEO (who retired in 1990) on the heels of Smith's de- 


BRAND LOYALTY: 
Moore takes on 
General Motors 
once more in PBS’ 
Pets or Meat 


eision to fire 30,000 Flint, Mich., autoworkers, The Sequel—airing Sept. 28 on 
PBS, following the broadcast debut of the original 90-minute film— revisits 
the plight of the auto-industry town. “More Stores are closed, more jobs are 
gone, and more people have lost hope,” reports Moore, a Flint mative who still 
lives there part-time (he spends the rest of his time in New York City). 
“Things are a lot worse—and not just in Flint, but all over” 

Things aren't so bad for Moore, though: Roger & Me, which cost only 
$250,000 to make, has become the largest-grossing ЖЕЙ ДӘ documentary 
of all time, raking in $20 million in worldwide box office and video sales, mak- 
ing Moore a rich man. It has also given him a chance to write his first feature 
film, an $8 million Warner Bros. production he describes as “a lighthearted 
romp about the new world order.” The plot: “America has run out of enemies, 
80 we decide to invade Canada.” Why? “Because they have the world’s largest 

- supply of party ice.” Talk about a cold war. Benjamin Svetkey 
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they make serious 


` nuzzly domestic se 


Brock ever believe Rome was such a E 
nifty place, anyway? Still, it's obvious ፤ 
that Kelley intends for us to be shocked ; 


by the abrupt introduction of violence 


into this tranquil setting, but if we don't : ; 
፡ ous victims, and Kelley cuts to a police 


get the message, you can count on one 


of the sheriff's deputies, Officer Maxine : 
Stewart (Lauren Holly from The An- 
tagonists), to spell it out. When the Tin : 
Man keeled over a week ago, she mur- : 
mured, “Murder has come to Rome, Wis- : 
consin!” This week, eager to catch the : 
Chopper before he gets his mitts on an- : 
other mitt, Maxine says to a colleague, i 
“Come on...we live in a tiny town, how 
often do we get to track down a serial : 
kidnapper?” The way things are going, d 
Maxine, I figure another one's bound to : 
pop up, oh, around the time of your : 


show's first sweeps period. 
Like Twin Peaks, 
Picket Femces wants 
to comfort us with cru- 
elness: Hey, look, all 
you TV viewers stuck 
in high-crime cities, this 
show says, it’s really no 
better in idyllic small 
towns, either. The grass 
is greener but the rot 
still pervades. 
The cast helps. 
ing gamely throug 
rot are Skerritt 
Baker—loose, char) 
actors who gen 
real warmth in | 


The three kids, ho 
er, come off as u 
able brats, with Cd 
Kimberly a particu 
imperious, obnox 
adolescent. Maybe| 
will lock Kimberli 
for a quick rinse. | 
When Fences 
home, though, the 
own rhythm anda 
life. Once Jimmy 1 
station, however 


Then, too, creator Kelley delights in ig 1 i 
playing drama for laughs, as when an- : be rudely funny if only it weren't so 
other of Jimmy's officers, played by : 


፣ Costas Mandylor, says he wants to in- 


terrogate some of the Chopper's previ- 


waiting room full of men with absurdly 


exaggerated Captain Hook-like hooks : 


ROGER & ME SEQUEL 


attached to their right arms. This would 


quaintly, Peaksily predictable. 

Picket Fences clearly aims to be a 
kinder, gentler Peaks, but the goosey, 
paradoxical mood for which it strives — 
heartwarming creepiness—is, at this 
point, more of a turnoff than a turn-on. ር 


Michael Moore: Our Мат (in) Flint 


THE BUNNY Lapy is still skinning rabbits, Deputy Fred is still evicting 
people from their homes, and former General Motors chairman Roger Smith 
still isn’t returning Michael Moore's phone calls. 

The above updates come courtesy of Pets or Meat: The Return to Flint, a 
23-minute sequel to Moore's darkly comic theatrical hit of 1989, Roger & Me. In 
Roger, the wisenheimer documentarian recorded his exhaustive attempts to 
track down GM's elusive CEO (who retired in 1990) on the heels of Smith's de- 
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THE WEEK 


All graded reviews are by ENTER 
sentences. These days, you take 


TAINMENT WEEKLY TV critic KEN 


TUCKER. Other listings are by Bruce ! 


Fretts. All times are Eastern daylight : 
i PLL FLY AWAY (NBC, 10-11 p.m.) The sec- 


i ond-season premiere of this deep Deep 


amd are subject to change. 


em Чу 
FRIDAY 


The Wilder house then gets the nickname 

Camp Wilder because it becomes a hangout 

for all the kids in the neighborhood. 
Wilder is a standard-issue wisecracking- 


bodacious-adolescents sitcom overseen by : 
executive producer Matthew Carlson (The : 
Wonder Years). Keller and O'Connell are lik- ፣ 
able actors, but the only person I enjoy in : 
this show is one of the neighborhood teens, : 


SEPTEMBER 25, 1992 


; ries premiere he used the terms inte 


THE WILDER BUNCH TOGETHER: ABC’s new sitcom nei 
Keller, Majorino, Mohr, O'Connell, Margaret Langrick, 


a sly dufus named Dorfman (Jay Mohr). The 


only reason I like him is because in the se- 
: rnal 


rhyme and analogy correctly in different 


your edu- 


cational TV where you can find it. € 


South civil rights-era drama series is no 
: disappointment. What other show features 
as its most-admired figure an ambitious 
i politician who is two-timing his mentally 
CAMP WILDER (ABC, 9:30-10 p.m.) It’s the ፣ 
season's most uselessly complicated pre- : the process? Put baldly, that’s Sam Water- 
mise: The parents of 28-year-old Ricky 
Wilder (Baby Talk’s Mary Page Keller) | 
have died recently in an accident. Ricky, a E 
newly divorced mother of a 6-year-old (Tina ; 
Majorino), moves back into her folks’ home E 
to care for her teenage siblings, played by ; 
Jerry O’Connell and Meghann Haldeman. : 
times I look across the room and think, ‘I 


disturbed wife and ruining his family in 


ston's character here—Forrest Bedford, 
the courtly lawyer with an uncontrollable 
desire for a less-courtly lawyer (Kathryn 
Harrold). There's a remarkable scene in 
which Forrest's oldest son, Nathan (Jere- 
my London), furious about his father's adul- 
tery, murmurs bitterly to a friend, “Some- 
can take him.“ 

As for Lilly (Regina Taylor), the Bed- 
fords' housekeeper, she's still tussling with 
her feelings for that wayward boyfriend 
of hers, the musician played by Dorian Hare- 
wood. (The episode's most-knowing plot 
line: A soul tune he has written is cov- 
ered—essentially stolen—by a white pop 
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"TNN EXPLORES AMERICA" 
SWEEPSTAKES 
OFFICIAL RULES 
No Purchase Necessary 
This sweepstakes can be entered 24 hours a 
am August 17 to 11:59 pm October 2, 1992. ሃ 
touch. tone phone, or a rotary dial phone to ente; 
do is dial 1-900-370-4866—the call costs 


of the tone, leave your name, address, 


you may enter. Odds of winning depe: 


plete winners list, write to: 


"TNN EXPLORES AMERICA" 
SWEEPSTAKES 
P.O. Box 10329 
Stamford, CT 06904 


12, 1992. 
The prizes to be awarded are as follows: 
(1) GRAND PRIZE 


Estimated 
Retail Value 
31' Winnebago Brave $ 90,000.00 
1992 Dodge Truck 5 19,000.00 
Brahma Truck Top $ 2,000.00 
500 Gallons of gas $ 1,000.00 
TOTAL VALUE OF GRAND PRIZE $ 112,000.00 
(1) FIRST PRIZE: 
500 Seconds at "your favorite retail location" 
(not to exceed $20,000.00) S 20,000.00 
10-day Trip for 2 to Hawaii 
Plus $1,500.00 spending money $ 8,000.00 
TOTAL VALUE OF FIRST PRIZE: $ 28,000.00 


(10) SECOND PRIZES: 


Cruises for 2 to Alaska including airfare, 
spending money, hotel if necessary. $ 

TOTAL VALUE OF SECOND PRIZES: $ 

(150) THIRD PRIZES: 

TNN Explores America Travel Packs: 

Items to be included, but are not limited to: 

TNN Duffle Bag, TNN Explores America T-Shirt, 


Kodak Fling Camera, Shoney's Coupon, 
"Cooking with Southem 


100,000.00 


TOTAL VALUE OF FOURTH PRIZES: $ 


The winners will be selected in a random drawing, 
all phone and mail-in entries receiv 
ed. The Grand Prize awarded is not transferabl 


must be 18 years of age or older to claim your P 
prize winner has a handicap disability, they ma! 
gate fulfill the shopping spree for them. 


Winners will be required to execute affi 
release of liability pertaining to use of pri 
permission to use winners' names and li 
tional purposes without further compensatio! 
bound by the rules of this sweepstakes. Sponso! 
all matters relating to the sweepstakes are final. 


Sponsors, including Westinghouse Broa 
Gaylord Entertainment Company, Winnebago, 
Shoney's, and thelr agencies assume no cep 
ity for damages, losses, or injuries resulling from ac 

use of prize, nor are they responsible for equipme 
mission failures and are not liable for printing 
graphical errors. Taxes, Including state and local taxes 
sole responsibility of the winners. 


izes, Entry С 
kenesses for 
በ, Winners 


This sweepstakes is open to all U.S. and Canadi: 


andis vold in Minnesota and where pro! 
or local law. Telephone method of entry V‘ 
Canadian entrants selected must Be i s 
in order to win and are not eligible to e! 1 
Employees of Westinghouse Broadcasting Company, 
Entertainment Company, Winnebago, Dodge b 
and their subsidiaries and agencies and family m 
foregoing are not eligible to win. 
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entries received. Allernate, no-cost entry is eee of 
your name, complete address and telephone number Macr 
code, on a 3 x 5 postcard to Ihe address below, For ali area 
entry or to obtain a complete set of rules and/or to receive ы? 


All postcard entries must be received by October 5, 1992 You 
may enteras often as you like; however, all mail-in entries must 
be postmarked separately. Only one prize awarded per famih 

Winner will be announced on The Nashville Network on October 


10,000.00 each 
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IN EXPLORES AMERICA” 
SWEEPSTAKES 


GRAND PRIZE FIRST PRIZE TO SECOND PRIZES 


31' Winnebago Brave, 1992 Dı 
1105 Bron Е 2555 Truck, | Trip for 2 to Hawaii, plus spending money, Cruise to Alaska for 2. 
and 500 gallons of gas. ] and a 500-second shopping spree at the F plus spending CS 
| retail chain of your choice. er hotel and airfare. Я 


You ርዐሀሠ Win ONE Or THESE EXCITING PRIZES, OR ONE OF MANY OTHERS. 


and enter your name in the “TNN Explores America" Sweepstakes. 


Or complete and mail in the entry form today. Then watch TNN: The THE N Gus NETWORK. 
The Heart of Countys 


ome SHONEYS = 


© 1992 Group W Satellite Communications. THI 


T ፲2 


Simply call 1-900-370-(4)TNN (each call costs 95g per minute), І 


Nashville Network on October 12, 1992 to see if you're a winner. 


Е NASHVILLE NETWORK, TNN and ihe TNN Jopo are registered service marks and The Hear of County isa service mark of Opryland USA Inc. 


[] Yes! Enter my name in the 


SWEEPSTAKES ENTRY FORM 
Fill out and return to: “TNN Explores America” Sweepstakes. 
“TNN EXPLORES AMERICA” Name 
SWEEPSTAKES Address 
Р.О. Box 10329 я 
City. State. 
d, CT 06904 
Stamfor Zip ER 
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ACTRESS JESSICA WALTER 


A Friday Fight Against Herself 


OKAY. LET'S GET THIS STRAIGHT. On Fridays at 9 p.m. veteran actress 
Jessica Walter (The Group, The Flamingo Kid) stars as Anne McPherson, a 
headstrong newspaper publisher who routinely tangles with her equally 
stubborn daughter in NBC’s The Round Table, set in Washington, D.C. At 
the same time, over on ABC, her voice comes out of the throat of another 
mother, this one named Fran, on the show Dinosaurs, set in 60,000,003 B.C. Do 
not be confused. Anne favors business suits. Fran wears aprons, and is green, 
and has a tail. 

Although Fran is actually played by another actor in a costume (a technician 
manipulates her facial expressions electronically), the actress doesn’t take 
Fran any less seriously. “I do the same work for [Fran's voice] that I do for 
Round Table,’ says Walter, who trained at New York’s Neighborhood Play- 
house with James Caan 
and Elizabeth Ashley in 
the early 1960s. “What is 
the intention of the scene? 
What is she trying to ac- 
complish?” For Rownd 
Table’s Anne, a big ac- 
complishment would be 
persuading her daughter 
(Stacy Haiduk) not to 
join the FBI. Fran, on the 
other hand, is more con- 
cerned with keeping her 
live dinner from escaping 
from the refrigerator. To 
do both jobs (“It’s going 
to work out because it has 
to,” she says), Walter jets 
between the Round Table 
set in Vancouver and Los 
Angeles, where she tapes 
Fran’s voice and lives 
with her second husband, 
actor Ron Leibman (Pa- 
cific Station). 

With nine movies and 
an Emmy (for 1975's Amy 
Prentiss) to her credit, 
Walter should be up to 
the task. In 1971, her 
SEE ME, HEAR ME: Walter doubles on Table, Dinosaurs jarringly ereepy perfor- 
Т 3 mance as a crazed fan ob- 
чән with Ош Eastwood in Play 1 for Me made her a sensation 
(“She was so scary in that, I almost didn't marry her," Leibman quipped when 
they wed more than a decade later). But this is the first time she has had 
to take on herself in the ratings. At the moment, the other networks are Wal- 
ter-free at 9 p.m. on Fridays (Fox airs the fact-based Sightings, and CBS 
airs Designing Women). But should Designing's producers decide to contin- 
ue their game of musical cast members, Walter could becom 
woman indeed. —Jess Cagle 
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፡ gant, sexy ina way that permits sex its com- 


ГИ Fly Away is better than ever A 


SATURDAY 


i THE EDGE (Fow, 9:30-10 p.m.) This irrever- 


ent new weekly satire bites the hand that 
feeds it, sending up fellow Fox shows Bey- 
erly Hills, 90210 and Studs 


: | 
: SUNDAY 


: MOVIE: A HOUSE OF SECRETS AND LIES 
¦ (CBS, 9-11 p.m.) Connie Sellecca (who in 


real life is happily married to Entertain- 
ment Tonight’s John Tesh) stars as a TV re- 


porter obsessed with her unfaithful lawyer 
፡ hubby (Kevin Dobson). 


i ONE-NIGHT STAND: COLIN QUINN (HBO, 10- 


10:30 p.m.) Formerly second banana on 


: MTV's Remote Control, the gravel-voiced 
፡ Brooklynite steps into the spotlight with his 
first solo stand-up special. 


|; TUESDAY 


: MOVIE: CHILD OF RAGE (CBS, 9—11 p.m.) Be- 
ware this thoroughly creepy TV movie, 
፡ which reduces child abuse to a kind of hor- 
; ror film. Based on a true story, Child of 
i Rage presents Jill and Rob Tyler (thirty- 
: something’s Mel Harris and The A-Teanvs 
i Dwight Schultz), a childless couple who adopt 
; two kids from a foster home—7-year-old 
i Catherine (Ashley Peldon) and her younger 
brother, Eric (Samuel Gifaldi). From the 
| second she's on sereen, Catherine is made 
з to seem hostile toward everyone she meets. 
А The script, by Phil Penningroth and Suzette 
፣ Couture, features stiff, psycho-babbling 
dialogue and serves primarily to demonize 
} the child, who is capable of all sorts of vio- 
: lence—she beats her brother, wrecks her 
| room, even tortures the family dog. 


It turns out that Catherine was abused 


and molested by her biological parents, and 
Í the latter half of Child of Rage is about the 
: treatment Catherine undergoes with ይ 
፣ therapist played by Mariette Hartley. Un- 
i der the direction of Larry Peerce (Wired? 


PHOTOGRAPH BY GEORGE LANGE/OUTLINE 


ze . 


| 


= j 


CTING’ SPEAKER SYSTEMS 


Now, get 
even more. 
00 to your Bose dealer and 
ep listen to the 301 Series Ш 


speaker system. You'll hear 


Get more 
stereo. 


What you get with the new Bose” 
301° Series III speaker system is 
freedom. Freedom to listen virtually 


anywhere in your room and still enjoy full stereo perfor- full stereo sound, even if you stand directly in front of 
mance from an affordable bookshelf system. one speaker. 
- Like all Bose Direct/Reflecting" speaker systems, the 301 And, if you purchase a 301 Series III system between now 


and October 31, 1992, you'll also get a pair of New Balance" 
520 athletic shoes, FREE. Since 


you won't get stuck listening 


Series III system delivers sound that approaches the realism 
of a live concert. It also brings you Stereo Everywhere 


Speaker performance, by re-creating a natural balance of : 
reflected and direct sound that conventional speakers cannot to stereo in one spot, you 
match. So instead can use them to enjoy your 


of being restricted new freedom. 
to one small area, por more information and the names of ል $69.95 Value 


TR n en" e| 0 
you get full participating Bose dealers Wee ES 
stereo (ከበ e near you, call toll free: also available. 


almost 
anywhere you listen 
in your room. 


// L7 ` 
© 1992 Bose Corporation, The Mountain, 


Athletic s ase of the 
ic shoe offer applies to purchase of the Better sound through research. Framingham, MA 01701-9168 USA 


301 Series III speaker system only. Offer valid 


in the USA and Puerto Rico only. 
ease — sooner or later you will own a Bose system.” 


“If music is important in your life, 


Bose” Direct/Reflecti 


Child of Rage exploits the feelings of affec- : 


tion and pity we have for helpless children, 


using those emotions to hold our attention : 
to a melodramatic, manipulative film. The : 
movie is simultaneously so upsetting and so ; 
uninvolving that all I could think about was : 
how cruel it seemed to be to put Peldon, the : 


young actress, through all this misery. D 


30 


WEDNESDAY 


THE 26TH ANNUAL COUNTRY MUSIC ASSOCIA- 


TION AWARDS (CBS, 9-11 p.m.) Mary- : 
Chapin Carpenter (“I Feel Lucky") and ፤ 
Alan Jackson (“Midnight in Montgomery") ; 
are among the artists scheduled to perform ። 
during the ceremonies, broadcast live from : 


the stage of Nashville's Grand Ole Opry. 


1 


THURSDAY 


Turner's new all-animated cable network. : 


DELTA (ABC, 8-8:30 p.m.) Plunking down | 
a blond, brassy Delta Burke in contem- ፤ 
porary boomtown Nashville is not at all! 


SEPTEMBERR 25, 


1992 


NASHVILLE, HERE | COME: ለ blond Burke aspires to sing her way to stardom in Delta 


a bad premise for a sitcom; after all, in 
Designing Women, Burke specialized in : 
devious ambition, and where better to : 
nurture those qualities than in the music 


business? | 
But from the moment Reba McEntire 


starts warbling the theme song, Delta ; 
seems all wrong. First of all, if Burke's 


character, bartender Delta Bishop, is an as- 


: piring country crooner, why isn't she her- 
: self singing the theme? Then there's the 
i bar where this Delta works—it's Cheers : 
1 with a poster of Wynonna Judd on (ће : 
i wall and without the jokes that make 
Cheers funny. TV veteran Earl Holliman i 
(Police Woman) is bar owner Darden Томе; : 


Holliman always comes across as a nice 


guy, but no one has given him any punch : 


lines here. 


s second episode, for example, she goes : 
: against the wishes of Darden and ap- : 
፡ proaches one of his friends, a record pro- 

፡ ducer, for a backup-singer job. Darden gets 
DROOPY'S GUIDE TO THE CARTOON NETWORK : 
(The Cartoon Network, noon-1 p.m.) Tex E 
Avery's terminally depressed pooch Droopy : 
Dog is host for this special kicking off of Ted 


angry, and Delta is repentant: “I got so ; 
wrapped up in tryin' to get ahead that I put ; 


it ahead of friendship." 


Oh, for gosh sakes, Delta—you think : 
Patsy or Dolly or Tammy didn't step on ን 
a a few necks to get ahead? Where's the 
greed and selfishness that made your De- : 
signing Women character such а realis- : 


tic hoot? D 


Worst of all, Burke's character is reg- : 
: ularly punished for her ambition. In the 


Change of} 


THE RAT 


ASONS 


RATINGS NEVER matter less than 


they do two weeks before the start of 


the fall season, when new shows com- 


pete against reruns and are often 


launched in special time slots, making 


their real strength hard to determine. 


However, ABC is already erowing 


over the early success of its Caribbean 


medical drama, Going to Extremes, 


The show's first episode finished 9th 


and its second came in 12th, indicating 
that the network may finally have 
found a successful capper for its block- 
buster lineup of Tuesday siteoms. Con- 


versely, Fox's Thursday drama The 
Heights is losing altitude fast (episode 
three finished 81st). And the future of 
two high-profile CBS summer series is 
still in doubt: 2000 Malibu Road ended 
its run (for now) with a just-okay 49th- 
place finish, and the second episode of 
the acclaimed Middle Ages came in a 
sorrowful 71st. 
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28.6 FOOTBALL: REDSKINS VS. COWBOYS..— 
ABC, Monday, 9 p.m. 


27.2 ROSEANNE 
ABO, Tue: 

24.9 COACH, 
ABC, 

?28  MARRIED...WITH CHILDREN . 
Fox, Sunday, 9 p.m. 


213 MOVIE: A MURDEROUS AFFAIR. —(—̃— 
ABC, Sunday, 9 p.m 


60 MINUTES . 
CBS, Sunda; 


204 FAMILY MATTERS 
ABC, Tuesday, 5: 


194 FULL HOUSE, 
ABG, Tuesday, 


19.1 UNSOLVED MYSTERIES... 
NBC, Wednesday, & p.m. 


19.0 MURPHY BROWN. 
CBS, Monday, 9 p. 


BOTTOM FIVE 


6.0 HOMEFRONT 
АВС, Thursday, 9 p.m. 


6.2 PARKER LEWIS... 
Fox, Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 


5.6 FRESHMANDORM............ennn 
CBS, Wednesday, 8 pam. 


55 BILL& TED'S 
EXCELLENT ADVENTURES ..............-- 
Fox, Sunday, 7 p.m. 


4.9 BROOKLYN BRIDGE ......,..,........... 
CBS, Saturday, 9:40 p.m. 


"INMILLIONS WEEK OP SEPT, 7-13 
SOURCE: NIELSEN MEDIA RESEARCH 


Carlos lives in a 
one-room shack in 
Guatemala and 
sleeps on the dirt 
floor. His family 
cannot afford the 
nutritious food or 
medical attention 
that he needs. 


fu. ኩት 


Melanie is 6 years 
old and lives in a 
disease-infested area 
of the Philippines. 
She desperately 
needs nutritious 
food, medicine for 
her asthma and a 

; chance for an 

ж /ሪጃ education. 


Choose boy or a girl... 


And become a sponsor for only $12 a month 


Now you can sponsor a boy like Carlos or a girl like 
Melanie — for only $12 a month! 

This sponsorship program is designed for Americans who 
are unable to send $20, $21 or $22 a month to help a needy 
boy or girl. 

And yet, this is a full sponsorship program because for - 
$12 a month you will receive: 

€ a 3" x 5" photograph of the child you are helping. 

€ two personal letters and an updated photo from your 

child each year. 

© a complete Sponsorship Kit with your child's case 

history, a special report about the country where your 
child lives — and more. 


All this for only $12 a month? 

Yes—because we searched for ways to reduce the cost— 
without reducing the help that goes to the child you sponsor. 

For example, unlike some of the other organizations, your 
child does not write each month, but two letters a year from 
your child keep you in contact and, of course, you can write 
to the child just as often as you wish. 

Also, to keep down administrative costs, we do not offer 
the so-called “trial child” that the other organizations mail to 
Prospective sponsors before the sponsors send any money. 


You can make a difference! 

812 a month may not seem like much help to many 
Americans, but to a poor family living on an income of 
$1.50 a day, your sponsorship can help make all the 
difference in the world. 

Your $12 a month will help provide so much: 

* emergency food, clothing and medical care. 

* a chance to attend school. 2 

© help for the child's family and community. 


A child needs your love! 
Here is how you can sponsor a child for only $12 а 
month immediately: 


1. Fill out the coupon and tell us if you want to sponsor a 
boy or a girl, and check the country of your choice. 
2. Or mark the *Emergency List" box and we will assign a 
child to you who most urgently needs to have a sponsor. 
3. Send your $12 in right now and this will eliminate the 
cost of a “trial child." 


Then in just a few days you will receive your child's name, 
photograph and case history. 

May we hear from you? We believe that our sponsorship 
program provides Americans with a positive and beautiful 
way to help a needy youngster. 


Sponsorship Application | 


Yes, I wish to sponsor a child. Enclosed is my first 1 
payment of $12. Please assign mea Û Boy Û Girl 
Country preference: О India O The Philippines O Thailand 

O Chile О Honduras O Dominican Republic U] Colombia 

Г] Guatemala C Ecuador О Holy Land Child 


OR, choose a child who most needs my help from 
your EMERGENCY LIST. 


1 
1 
1 
| 
1 
NAME 1 
1 
1 
і 
1 
1 


ADDRESS 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
| 
| 
| ርፐኛ 
1 
l 
l 
l 
l 
1 
1 
І 
1 


STATE ZIP 
ር] Please send me more information about sponsoring a child. 
[ገ I can't sponsor a child now, but wish to make a 
contribution of $ 
Please forward your U.S. tax-deductible check, made payable to: || 


Children Internationale! 


Joseph Gripkey, President 1 

2000 East Red Bridge Road e Bax 419413 1 
Kansas City, Missouri 64141 1 

A worldwide organization serving children since 1936. 1 
“ 


Financial report readily available upon request. 


INALLY, in his 23rd novel 
LIVE FROM GOLGOTHA: TH 


Rushdie. If they do, Vidal can expect a 


thy, the book's breezily cynical narrator, 
because of his “golden hyacinthine curls 


and the largest d--- in our part of Asia 


reverently calls him) takes a show-biz 


gling and caring more for cash flow than 
Christian charity. As for Jesus, he is, at 


EXCERPT 


LIVE FROM 
GOLGOTHA 
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GOSPEL ACCORDING TO GORE : 
VIDAL (Random House, : 
$22), Gore Vidal has turned 
to experimental fiction. The experiment ; 
is to determine whether Christian fun- ; 
damentalists have approximately the ! 
same boiling point as the Muslim funda- 
mentalists who have bedeviled Salman 


Bible Belter 


During his career as a novelist, Gore Vidal has written both historical fiction and satires, | 
His new book combines the two, delivering the Gospel according to Gore. BY L.S. KLEpp 


Jerusalem- Damascus freeway,” grossly : 
at: “Wide as He was tall, Jesus wad- : 


dled toward me....He spoke, His voice 


so high, so shrill that only the odd ca- : Э) ን 
: holograms. The premise is that an elec- 


nine ever got the whole message." 


This is not, in other words, a subtle : 
satire, and only the odd canine will want | 
to chew as thoughtfully on it as on one | 
of Vidal's better books—Julian, for in- 
stance, in which he made his contempt : 
፡ for Christianity sufficiently clear while 
verdict of blasphemy and perhaps a : 
holy hit squad any day now. This is : 
novel in which the apostle Paul is por- : 
trayed as a fluent liar and active homo- : 
sexual who recruits his disciple Timo- ` 


shaping a superb historical novel around 


the 4th-century emperor who tried to : 


revive a dying paganism. The Christian 


mentalists, too, might as well save their 


heathens who expected Something more 


: polished and lethal: 
approach to evangelism, accompanying ; 
his preaching with tap dancing and jug- : 


On the other hand, like Vidal's pre- 


American scene—in this case our fin de 


Freelance Sainthood 


SAINT LEFT SILAS AND ME tostart up a church in Thes- 
salonika, which we did in record time, while he went on by 
himself to Athens where, I gather, he made a fool of himself. 
He was never really a match for those Silver-tongued Greek 
sophists who always thought he was just some Sort of hick 
entertainer....But there was a lot more to him than his tap 
dancing. He was easily the best juggler de nos jours... 
Anyway, neither the juggling nor the assorted miracles was 
much use to him when the Athenians bundled him off to that outdoor Are- 
| opagus of theirs where they quizzed him on just who Jesus was and why, if He 
really was the Son of the One God, He had let them tack Him so painfully to а 


did He bother to come back to life 


ays later in order to announce that He was going to die all over again 


art rehearsals for Judgment 


puter hacker is retroactively destroy- : 
fundamentalists and the Jewish funda- : 
Which means that Timothy's shocking. 
anathemas and ammunition. Live From 
: Golgotha is too slapdash to do them any 


ing may be the only one to survive un- ፣ 
and cornflower-blue, forget-me-not eyes i 


damage, and there may be louder wail- : 
ing and gnashing of teeth among the : 
Minor.” Paul (or “Saint,” as Timothy ir- ፣ ; explanations of make-believe computer 
technologies and time warps, but it also : 
| allows Mary Baker Eddy, Shirley Mac- : 
i vious satirical doodles from Myra ፤ 
፡ Breckinridge to Duluth, this one offers 
i some effective offhand mockery of the 
least in Paul's vision “on the eastbound : 


: into the narrative and be skewered. It ; 
; also sets up some more imposing satiri- : 
} cal points. One is that our jumpy, ingra- ; 
: tiating, prying TV culture can't handle à 
events of real gravity. Another is that i 
the grave figures of the legendary past’ i 
may have been a bit miore like us than 
; We care to think. A third is that our in- : 
; eoherent torrent of electronic images is ; 
: dissolving our cultural memory, and 
memory is all that we are.” But the ; 
j novel itself is too jumpily incoherent to 
; make a powerful or durable satirical i 
impression. It's a collection of potshots, ; 
፣ many of which overshoot the pot. It can : 
; be read for its incidental cleverness— ; 
hardly a phrase goes unturned, the lat- i 
j est clichés are corrosively caressed,  ; 
| few interesting shards of unwarped his- i 
; tory turn up. But if you're looking for a i 
truly disconcerting parody of Chris- 9 
; Uanity, try one of the strutting, preen- | 
} Ing ТУ evangelists, a couple of whom i 
; are mentioned in this book, B- : 


siècle culture of nonstop news, info- Е 
tainment, computer viruses, ТУ preach- ; 
ers, New Age vapors, dysfunctional ; 
inner children, hustlers, hackers, and і 


tronics genius has discovered a way of 
transmitting people and cameras into : 
the past, so that Timothy, in his old age 
as a married bishop in Thessalonika, is : 
visited by an NBC News executive who E 
plans to televise the Crucifixion live and 
may want him as anchor. Meanwhile, Н 
back in the 1990s, a mysterious com- in 


ing all records of the life of Christ, : 
ly candid Gospel—the one we are read- : 


Scathed, if it is unscathed. ; 
The premise requires some laborious : 


Laine, and other phantoms to wander ፣ 
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Blue Voices 


BAILEY'S CAFE 
By Gloria Naylor 


(Fiction, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, : 
1 : come to the end of a bitter 
: road. Each spins out his 


$19.95) 


| እ 1988, Gloria Naylor's first novel, 


The Women of Brewster Place, won the : 
American Book Award for First Fic- : 
tion. Since then Toni Morrison, Alice ፣ 
Walker, and Gloria Naylor have become : 
the triumvirate to whom most other : 
፡ mother's love by being the 


black female writers are compared. 


Although crities hold her in high es- : 
teem, Naylor has never received the : 
: a bordello that provides a 


level of popular recognition that Walker 


and Morrison have. That hasn't stopped 
her from producing consistently inter- i 
esting, if occasionally flawed, fiction : 
(Linden Hills, Mama Day). In this, her 
fourth novel, she has hung on to the à 
mystical streak that runs through her ; 
work, but she has abandoned the ornate į 
Morrisonesque language that marred ; 
her earlier novels and settled into her : 
: a black man in corporate 
Bailey’s Cafe is a sleazy little dive on : 


own voice—and quite a voice it is. 


፡ the edge of nowhere, run by a guy who 
: answers to the name of Bailey and his 
wife, Nadine. They specialize in bad 
food and lost hopes, catering 
to a series of vividly drawn 


characters, all of whom have 


or her story—some almost 
gothic in their horror, some 
edgily amusing—in a riv- 
eting, blues-structure nar- 
rative. There’s Sadie, who 
tried to win her abusive 


best, cleanest girl in the 
world. And Eve, who runs 


home for lost women and 80- 
lace for the desperate men. 
And Jesse Bell, who pays a 
horrible price for stepping 
out of her class. And Miss 
Maple, who, in the book’s 
most darkly humorous vi- 
gnette, tells his unnerving 
tale of trying to make it as 


it to find out why he's called Miss.) 
The book doesn’t have a conventiona] : 
plot, moving instead from tale to tale 


America. (You have to read PATHS OF GLORIA: Naylor’s words map a world 


(Advertisement) 


"Me" Generation Dropout. Found myself, all 
right. Found Id rather be sharing myself than 
contemplating my angst. Dumped the BMW 
and the self-consciously minimalist corner office 
for a low-pay, high-reward social Services career. 
Last time I checked, I was a forty-ish brown- 


eyed, blond male. You're honest, warm and dont 
get your nails wrapped. If you want a guy who 
won't break out in hives at the word "commit- 
ment,” I could be the one. After all, Pm com- 
pletely committed to heating water with natural 
gas. Gas heats water for halfthe cost of electricity 


just as you might hear them if you 
were sitting in the café. Each voice 
rings separate and distinct, from Miss 


Maple's erudite, educated tones to : 


Jesse Bell's tough-girl colloquialisms, 


deals with the horror of clitoridectomy, 
the same surgery that scars the protag- 
onist of Alice Walker’s recent Possess- 
ing the Secret of Joy. The young Mari- 
am has suffered this brutal operation 
and become pregnant afterwards. The 
birth of her child offers the faintest 
፡ hope of redemption for the denizens of 
Bailey’s. Unfortunately, Mariam re- 
mains a symbol, never becoming as 
vivid as the other habitués. 


Mariam's thinness as a character is 
a a minor flaw in what is otherwise a 
: dazzling novel. When you enter Bai- : 
i ley's Cafe, you won't leave without be- 


ing touched by the wonder and horror 


that lie there—nor can you fail to be : 
: impressed by Naylor's ability to show - 
Martha Southgate : 


it plain. A- 


Consuming Fire 


і MAKING LOVE: AN EROTIC ODYSSEY 
፡ By Richard Rhodes 
: (Nonfiction, Simon & Schuster, $18) 


; МУ... THE possible exceptions of : 
rock music and baseball, no subject is 
i easier to write about badly than sex. 
: One false note and an author is ripe ; 
; for ridicule or righteousness. Particu- ; 
: larly from book reviewers, a snide, i 


; morally superior lot. 


So let it be said that Richard Rhodes“ 
: Making Love, a surprisingly frank ac- : 
i count of the author's intimate life, is a 
| courageous book. Readers of his previ- : 
፣ ous work—including the Pulitzer Prize- | 
winning The Making of the Atomic : 
i Bomb and A Hole in the World, a mov- ፣ 
ing autobiography centered on his bru- : 
; talized childhood—already realize that : 
i Rhodes, 55, hardly knows how to Write 
: any other kind. But it should also be ; 
; Said that there are whole chapters of ; 
: Making Love that will have some read- ; 
ers squirming with discomfort. Here, 
} for example, is Rhodes explaining why : 
3 he spends hours watching pornograph- : 
e films and masturbating: Because 
m a writer, determined to extend the : 


boundaries of what I know. Because I'm 
a primate, and correspondingly curious 


The deeper and more affecting theme 


Quest to overcome through sensuality 
the wounds of his childhood. More than 


а sequel to A Hole in the World, the : 


new book is almost a companion vol- 
ume. Nevertheless, some readers, par- 


ticularly women, may find his many 


JOHN ABBOTT AND 


: paeans to their gender less than con- 
፡ vincing. They also may suspect, long 
about the sexual organs and proclivities £ 
of others of my kind. Because I might 


, learn a trick ог two.” 
The novel’s least successful section : 


before the author gets around to admit- 
ting it, that his uncommon zeal to induce 


women to multiple orgasms contains 
an element of sadism. 
of Making Love is Rhodes’ personal : 


The real shortcoming in Making 


Love is Rhodes’ persistent solemnity. 


He propagandizes about erotic playful- 
ness and the subversive joy of sensuali- 
ty, but he remains unremittingly sober. 
Truth is, there are some subjects better 
left to fiction. B —Gene Lyons 


“SCIMITAR’ 


Assumed Identity 


TAKE A CLOSE LOOK at the picture below. That's John Abbott, whose first 
novel—an assassination thriller called Scimitar—has just been released. His 
publisher, Crown, is printing 75,000 copies, and they've pumped $100,000 into 
advertising for the book—big numbers for an unheralded author. 

But then John Abbott isn’t exactly unknown. In fact, John Abbott is a 
pseudonym for a very well known writer. How well known? “I'd say people 
would recognize my name all over the world,” the author says through the 
crackle and hiss of an overseas call. So why is John Abbott, whoever he is, 
writing under another name? “I thought it would be fun—and interesting—to 
see what would happen, review and otherwise,” he explains. “Joyce Carol 
Oates did it [Nemesis]. So did Stephen King [The Running Man]." 

Abbott submitted Scimitar through his agent, Robert Gottlieb. Richard 
Merrick, the editor who bought it, says: “I was Ludlum's editor, as well as the 
acquiring editor for Silence of te Lambs, so I have some experience with 


these kinds of thrillers." He paid 
an advance that was "about 8 
fifth of the size I usually get," 
says Abbott. Although a few peo- 
ple at Crown—including Mer- 
rick—know John Abbott's identi- 
ty, they are sworn to secrecy. 

In Scimitar, an undercover 
Arab assassin devises a plot to 
poison both President Bush and 
Margaret Thatcher. Abbott did 
all the research himself— some- 
thing I always do"—from scout- 
ing out the inner workings of 
Manhattan's Plaza Hotel to learn- 
ing how to make nerve gas. “I 
called pharmaceutical companies 
and ordered all the ingredients," 
he says. “It was that easy. And I 
had to give the most dangerous 


FAMOUS EYES: Do you recognize this author? 


element to a Yale friend to dispose of—I couldn't just throw it in the trash.” 
The novelist is clearly enjoying his pseudonym and has plans to write more 


books 


using it. But what if people guess the correct identity of John Abbott? 


«TII deny it,” he says swiftly. “Tl just deny it.” з 
Our best guess? Could it be Harold Brodkey? —Tina Jordan. 
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Fiction 
EVERYTHING YOU HAVE IS MINE Sandra Scop- 
pettone (Ballantine, $3.99) The best mys- 


expose a whole range of 


Chandler and 
MacDonald took on Cali- 


abuses. 


fornia's ruling elite. Seop- 
pettone targets the entire 
male sex. Her lesbian 

detective, Lauren Lau- 

rano, uncovers a slew of 

crimes against women— Ё 4 
rape, incest, murder. Al- ፣ 
though Laurano's a delightful figure— i 
smart, self-aware, addicted to chocolate B 
cake—her clients, by contrast, lack even mi- 
nor vices. They're ciphers in a feminist ex- 
posé. But Scoppettone writes a nice line of 
banter, and her tart scenes of Greenwich 
Village street life could almost make you : 
homesick for New York. B+ —Suzanne Ruta 


LEVIATHAN Paul Aus- : 
ter (Viking, $21) Le- 
viathan is an elegy 
for the '608, a par- 
able of democracy : 
decayed, a moral 
Soap opera, a fine : 
portrait of mid- : 
= dle-aged friends. 

Baby boomer Ben Sachs goes : 
to jail rather than fight in Vietnam. In the 
80s he discovers a vocation for violent 
protest. The ever-inventive Auster trans- 
mutes coincidence into destiny, gossip into 
history, or nearly. The Steady stream of 
New York stories, arty couples marry- 
ing and divorcing, doesn't quite sustain 
his larger meaning about national 
decline. What's missing? The rest of 
the country, calories, heartland, and 
heart. Not the great American antinov- 
el then, but a swift, entertaining tale 
full of ideas. A- —SR 


Bis 


FALSE PROPHET Faye Kellerman (Mor- 
row, $20) Faye Kellerman is not a par- 
tieularly stylish writer, nor an espe- 
cially elegant plotter, What buoys her 
mysteries (Day of Atonement, The 
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teries don’t just solve one crime; they 


~~ 


religious duo, Rina Lazarus and Peter : 
: Decker—the beautiful Orthodox woman ፡ 
፡ and the tough detective who loves her. The 

: trouble with Kellerman’s new Lazarus- 

፡ Decker mystery is that Rina, now married : 
to Pete and pregnant, is stuck in the; 
kitchen and reduced to worrying about : 
her husband's long working hours, rather i 
than challenging him in spiritual conver- 

sation. (She has become, in fact, : 


ШҮҮ a kvetch.) And Decker is sorting 
hi 


Ucatuouse 
ALLSTARS е 
glitzy crimes at a fancy ladies 


flirtatious Talmudie discussion 
any day. B- —Lisa Schwarzbaum 


Nonfiction 


: CALIFORNIA COOL: WEST COAST JAZZ OF THE : 
505 & 60S: THE ALBUM COVER ART Forward Е 
፡ by William Claxton; edited by Graham Marsh ; 
and Glyn Callingham (Chronicle Books, : 


$24.95) In the '50s jazz established an out- 


; post for itself in California, so suitable al- ; 
bum art for this upbeat, mostly white, and : 
decidedly laid-back version of America's : 
greatest art form had to be devised. Cali- : 
i fornia Cool collects more than 250 wonder- : 
E fully bucolie examples of jazz presented : 
sunny-side up: Chet Baker and his band pic- : 
i tured on a yacht, Thelonious Monk board- 

ing a San Francisco streetcar, Hampton : 
Hawes and Barney Kessel on the golf 
course, June Christy with a tall drink of : 
something cool, and plenty of seantily clad ; 
sunshine girls to front for Howard Rumsey, : 
Curtis Counce, and Shelly Manne. A wor- : 
i thy sequel to Chronicle’s previously pub- : 
: lished book of Blue Note album covers. A 


and spiritual progress of that refreshingly ፣ ዐዘ THE UPBEAT: From California Cool 


out a series of predictably : 


health spa in L.A. Well, spa, ` 
shma, I say: Give me a good, : 


BEST-SELLERS! 


Tartt Charts 


FEATURED in nu- 


merous magazines 
for the $450,000 ad- 
vance awarded her 
first novel, The Se- 
cret History, Donna 
Tartt was a celebrity 
before her book had 
reached the stores, 


Once it appeared, this story of a group 
of college students who take their pas- 
sion for Greek culture to disastrous 
ends was greeted by mostly rave re- 
views. The Secret History appears this 
week at No. 10 on the fiction list. 


FICTION Шш 
1 WAITING TO EXHALE... 
Terry McMillan, Viking, 322 


2 WHERE IS JOE MERCHANT? 
Jimmy Buffett, HBJ, $19.9: 


5 THE PELICAN BRIEF..... 
John Grisham, Doubleda 


Patricia D. Cornwell, Scribz 


7 FATHERLAND..... 
Robert Harris, Random Hous 


8 POSSESSING THE SECRET OF JOY............... 15 
Alice Walker, HBJ, $19.95 


9 NIGHT OF THE HAWK 
Dale Brown, Putnam, $ 


10 THE SECRET HISTORY .. 
Donna Tartt, Knopf, $23 


NONFICTION 


1 EVERY LIVING THING... 
James Herriot, St. Martin, 


2 THE SILENT PASSAGE: MENOPAUSE............- 16 
Gail Sheehy, Random House, $16. 

З TRUMAN .................. 
David McCullough, Simon & Schuster, $30. 

4 THE LAST TSAR: 
THE LIFE AND DEATH OF NICHOLAS Il. T 
Edvard Radzinsky, Doubleday, $25 

5 EARTH IN THE BALANCE: 


ECOLOGY AND THE HUMAN SPIRIT. 
Sen. Al Gore, Houghton Mifflin, $ 


het riren 81 
Marianne Williamson, 
HarperCollins, $22.50. 

7 DIANA: HER TRUE 5ሺዐክኘ,..... ...... . ........›--› 12 
Andrew Morton, Simon & Schuster, $22 

8 YOUNG MEN AND FIRE... E 


Norman Maclean, U. of Chicago, $19.95 


9 THE MEASURE OF OUR SUCCESS... 
Marian Wright: Edelman, Beacon, 


10 THE WAY THINGS OUGHT TO BE 
Rush Limbaugh, Pocket. Books, 


SOURCE; PUDLISHERS WEEKLY 


The Sci-Fi Channel. It's coming to transport you to 


tertainment beyond 
fiction, science fact, 
place... 24 


worlds of imagination and en 
your wildest dreams. Science 
fantasy and classic horror. All in one 
hours a day! 
Blockbuster film 
Star Trek movies. Alien Nation an 
Some of the most popular series in 


ASK YOUR CABLE 


s like Star Wars, Alien, the 
d The Abyss. 
the history of 


television... Dark Shadows, Dr. Who, Voyage to 
the Bottom of the Sea, War of the Worlds, 
Battlestar Galactica, The Prisoner and Buck 
Rogers in the 25th Century. Plus a whole new 
universe of original movies, series 
and much, much more! Д 


Don't miss out on the voyage of 
a lifetime. 


COMPANY TO CARRY THE SCI-FI CHANNELI 


Is She Not Our Girl? 


On her third album, Am I Not Your Girl?, Sinéad O'Connor carries a strange torch, but it’s : 


her way of revealing the desperate pain hidden within pop standards. BY GREG SANDOW 


FTER HER two searing 


public displays of person- 
al distress, we’ve learned 
a few things about Sin- 


there's no telling what she'll do next. 


that it's one of the strangest records 
ever made. 


BOXED-SET OVERKILL 


albums and uncounted ! 


፡ You Do Right?" а 1920s song made fa- 


mous in 1942 by Peggy Lee, about a no- 
good man. Then she whispers a six-min- 


ute version of “Bewitched, Bothered and 
፡ Bewildered.” Delivering lines like III] 
éad O'Connor: There's nothing she can't 
sing, she's swamped by emotion, and . 
| mally wistful standard into a seemingly 

So it's hardly a shock that her latest : 
release, AM 1 NOT YOUR GIRL? (Ensign/ : 
Chrysalis/EMIRG), isn't a pop album | 
but instead a collection of torch songs : 
with lavish big-band accompaniment, or : 


worship the trousers that cling to him" 
without a hint of irony, she turns the nor- 


endless tale of desperate obsession. 
Love this or hate it—and many peo- 
ple who have heard advance tapes of the 


album already hate it—O’Connor can; 
; all, with the brass shrieking behind her. 


sing these songs. She seizes them with 


force and finesse, her voice breathing a : 
thousand shades of longing, lust, and de- 

O'Connor begins by belting, more or 
less through clenched teeth, “Why Don't : 


spair. And her conscious or unconscious 


agenda soon becomes clear. She's going 
in Some Like It Hot, brings a bigger jolt, : 
| because O'Connor sings it seriously, : 
: down to the last trembling “boop boop : ® 
de doo.” Oh, she sounds sultry, but dis- 


Bad Things Come in Big Packages 


A FEW YEARS AGO, the idea of classy, multiple-CD boxed sets devoted to 
the Carpenters, Donovan, and Barry Manilow would have sounded like music- 
business jokes. In 1992, with boxed sets out of hand, they're a reality. With any 
luck, the following boxes will never exist—but don't say we didn’t warn you: 


ቀ MICK JAGGER As Careers Go By: The Solo Years Deluxe three- 
CD set containing his two dud Ss albums and a third dise 
of panicky conference calls between Jagger and Sony 
executives trying to rationalize why no one bought ei- 
ther record. 
ቀ STYX Come Sail Away With Styx: 1975-1984 A four-disc 
Set of the merger of 70s art rock and Vegas-like Sin- 
cerity.” Can’t you just hear the never-before-released 
solo piano demo of “Babe”? 
ቀ DON JOHNSON AND PHILIP MICHAEL THOMAS The Miami Vice 
Box Relive the happy coincidence of would-be singers Johnson 
and Thomas releasing albums during the show’s heyday on this four-CD pack- 
age. Plus, all the worst 80s pop hits heard on the series, like Glenn Frey’s 
“You Belong to the City.” 
ቀ TONY ORLANDO AND DAWN Dawnograph All the hits, from Tony’s sub-Fabian of- 
ferings of the early '60s through “Knock Three Times.” Bonus track: an ex- 
tended “Middle Eastern hostage mix" of “Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole 
Oak Tree,” featuring voice samples of Orlando on J erry Lewis telethons. 
© YOKO ONO Onobox Six-CD set of atonal caterwauling and awkward rh ythms 
disguised as art. Oh, wait, this one actually exists. —David Browne 
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to deconstruct Tin Pan Alley, exposing : 


hidden layers of unending pain. 


What O'Connor does with Be- 
witched,” though, is nothing compared 
with her transformation of a Loretta 
Lynn song, “Success Has Made a Fail. 
ure of Our Home." Right at the start, a 
tortured brass riff tears it from its coun- : 


; try roots. And at the end O'Connor dis- 


solves it into an all-but-deranged cry of : 


despair, repeating “Am I not your girl?” : ቨ 


for a full minute and a half, 27 times in : 


After that, the emptiness of Don't 


Cry for Me Argentina" comes as a shock, : ቨ 


not a relief. And “I Want to Be Loved 
by You,” which Marilyn Monroe crooned ፣ 


i turbingly so, as if—with lyrics like “I ፡ | 
; couldn't aspire/To anything higher/Than : 
to fill the desire/To make you my own 
the song were really about submission : 
so total it borders on SEM. : 


O'Connor offers 10 torchy numbers, 


} and ifshe'd stopped there, the LP would i 
; be easier to defend. Instead, she added ፣ 
; three really bizarre items that take her E 
over the brink. She all but breaks down : 
2 in "Scarlet Ribbons," an aching folk : 
tune. Then "Don't Cry for Me Argenti- : 
| na" returns as a vapid jazz-lite instru- j 
mental. The final track isn't even listed. i 
; Ina voice so tense it's ready to break, ፣ 
; She asks: “Can you really say youre not : 
; in pain like me?" She expects an apoca- ; 
; lypse, and predicts lots of us will die. 


Is “Scarlet Ribbons” a look back at : 


; innocence? Does the instrumental “Don’t E 
; Cry for Me Argentina" show us how va- i 
; Cant pop standards can be? This album 
is in some ways а triumph, and in others 
a flagrant mess. I can’t judge it coldly; : 
Id rather give it a grade that reflects | 
; how much most of it, even the final rant, 
touches me. A- E 
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WHETHER IT'S jazz, blues, coun- 
try, folk, or the occasional oldie, our 
critics have suggested these recent 
releases as required listening for 
the back-to-school season: 


ቀ TRISHA YEARWOOD Hearts in Ar- 
mor (MCA) A shattering perfor- 
mance from one of country music’s 
finest interpretive singers. 


ቀ VINCE GILL | Still Believe in You 
(MCA) Celestial tenor vocals and 
gut-wrenching songs by a Nash- 
ville stalwart. 


ቀ SUZANNE VEGA 99.9 F^ 
(A&M) This restless, neu- 
rotic new album unveils a 
new genre: industrial folk. 


ቀ ROGER WATERS Amused to 
Death (Columbia) A Pink 
Floyd founder delivers a lush poli- 
ርሃ statement, scoring a direct hit 
on our choicest social ills. 


ቀ NILS LOFGREN Crooked Line (Ry- 
kodisc) Tough and true power pop 
from a rock veteran. 


ቀ IRIS DEMENT Infamous Angel (Phi- 
lo/Rounder) An unaffected blend 
of honest country and folk. 


* JIMMY RUSHING Rushing Lullabies 
(Sony Music Special Products Col- 
lectors’ Series) Inspiring combo 
buoys the great blues singer to 
even grander heights. 


* KENNY DAVERN My Inspiration 
(MusicMasters) Jazz with an inno- 
cent charm by a clarinetist and 
string orchestra. 


ቀ M65 Back in the USA 
(Rhino/Atlantic) Reis- 
sue of an incendiary 1970 
rock classic. 


* SUZANNE RHATIGAN To 
Hell With Love (Imago) 
"Tough blues rock from a tougher 
woman. 


ቀ THE TRASHMEN Tube Cityl: The 
Best of the Trashmen (Sundazed) 
A cheesy soundtrack for a 1963 
dance party. 
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; А 60-60: Clockwise from top left, Boy George, Stray Cats, Wham!, the Thompson Twins 


I Want My 7805 


i BILLBOARD'S TOP HITS 1980-84 
i Various Artists 
i (Rhino) 


[о the early '80s, those 


: wacky days with the former host of 
i Death Valley Days in the White House, 
; Family Ties on the tube, and Pac-Man 


on the minds of everyone under 
20? Such quaint memories come 


of pop's MTV era. More than just 
the latest in a series, the discs may 
also be the flash point of, yes, ’80s 
nostalgia. To today's college stu- 


i dents, after all, Diana Ross' *Upside 
i Down” and Journey's "Open Arms" are 
: beloved golden oldies—and as the series 
demonstrates, they needn't be ashamed. 
i The bargain-priced volumes ($9.98 per 
} CD, $5.98 per cassette) are sprinkled ; 
i with Top 40 power pop (Rick Spring- ፤ 


fields "Jessie's Girl,” the J. Geils Bands 
: "Centerfold"), respectable white mid- | 
; dlebrow soul (Daryl Hall & John Oates’ ፣ 


“Maneater,” Culture Club's “Do You : 


à Really Want to Hurt Me"), and bouncy à 
; trifles (Ray Parker Jrs Ghostbusters, 
: Deniece Williams’ Let's Hear It for the | 
i Boy”)—all of which proved that a mass- ; 
; appeal hit was not necessarily the mu- ፡ 
: sical equivalent of the Antichrist. 


In the long run, that may be the most 


important lesson of the ’80s: Pop can, and 


; should, be taken seriously. Before then : 
flooding back with these five sepa- : 


rate volumes chronicling the dawn : 


the lines were clearly drawn between ; 
"rock" (serious, guitar-driven, found on | 


፣ FM radio) and “pop” (fluffy, superficial, ; 
፣ relegated to AM). Today those walls ፣ 
; have long since been torn down—a grea 
; Madonna single can be more vital, can 
i Say more about us, than anything by an 
ersatz artiste like Chris Whitley. Fox 
} that lesson we can thank the early '805 
Wie never thought we'd owe Boy George 
or MTV's Mark Goodman that much, bu 


sometimes messages come in the strang- : 
est packages. Hach volume;B DE 


IN SHORT 
Pop/Rock 


MIGHAEL PENN Free-for-All (RCA) Michael 
Penn’s second album continues the promise 
of this kinder, gentler, more musical Penn, 
` who's the brother of bad-boy actor Sean. 
There's no out-of-left-field tour de force like 
his March's “No Myth,” the fluke MTV hit 


፡ with the “What if I were Romeo in black | 


jeans?” chorus. But the album is full of the 
፡ courtly “Eleanor Rigby” sort of pop that 
made March such a charmer, Penn shows 

himself a strong songwriter, if an overly in- 
: tellectual one. Some songs are simply too 
* self-conscious, and their studiousness doesn't 
: seem faithful to Free-for-All's blithe title. 
But the album is chockablock with melodies 
and neat instrumental touches—and when's 


; brainy? B+ 


i amusement-park fun house. You never 


i know when you're going to be shocked, E 
: thrilled, or just plain unnerved by some 


; a compliment) and 


startling image or sound. Bone Machine 
finds Waits veering along the midway bark- 
ing his favorite themes—decadence and ` 


death, purgatory and pain—but beneath his 


hellacious bellows (calling his voice raw is 
grotesque arrangements 
(often just samples of gnashing gears or 
clanging irons) lurks a caring, humanist 
heart. Only Waits could concoct a gospel 
song in which the narrator looks for salva- 
tion—and a brand-new Ford (“Jesus Gonna 
Be Here”). “You must risk something that 


matters,” he notes on the poignant “A Lit- : 
tle Rain." As modern songwriters go, this 
; Elephant Man of 


pop is one of the few who 


does matter. A+ —Billy Altman 


jokey name? Nope. 


፡ punchers waste our time with six absurdly з 
the last time you got an album that was too 
—Bill Wyman : 
; recorded live. They d 
; TOM WAITS Bone Machine (Island) Listen- : 
; ing to this album is like going through an : 
፡ even here there's something weird. The : 


cautious remixes of tracks from their four 
albums, plus a seventh old song, muddily 
o offer six new songs, 
which, taken as a group, may be the most 


assured music the band has ever made. But 


new music—by people who normally shake : 
complacent listening the way a roller coast- : 


nstead, rap’s hardest : 


er track would shake a 100-car freight train 
: —sounds, of all things, almost relaxed. 
; Front man Chuck D now delivers his inci- 


sive, militant polemies with the ease of 


someone enunciating familiar truths. He 
sounds almost calm, painting the court sys- 
tem as more evil than the black defendants 


it sentences to death—and hardly raises his 
voice even when he tells us that in a South 


African township, candidates as (he thinks) 
: mendacious as Bush, Clinton, and Perot 


would be lynched. B- —GS 
PATTY SMYTH Patty Smyth (MCA) "Some- 
times love just ain't enough," brays aging 
boy toy wannabe Patty Smyth in her latest 


; effort to resurrect a long-stalled career. 
; PUBLIC ENEMY Greatest Misses (Def Jam, 
Columbia) Greatest hits, packaged under a : 


Even a duet with dedicated environmental- 
ist Don Henley ain't enough to recycle this 
kind of trash. D- —Deborah Frost 


፡ FASTER PUSSYCAT Whipped! (Elektra) Back 
፡ in the late '80s, rockers Faster Pussycat 


glistened with raunchy personality, but 
they displayed little musical promise. 
Whipped!, the group's third album, proves 
they've finally discovered that three-chord 
rock & roll doesn't have to be sloppy. 
Streetwise musical rebels don't often grow 
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up gracefully, but with Faster Pussycat, 


tackiness and musical maturity find a bliss- : 
፡ Fender Telecaster. Owens wasn't the archi- 
+ tect of the Bakersfield sound—honky-tonk 


ful coexistence. B+ —Janiss Garza 
THE ROBERT GRAY BAND | Was Warned (Mer- 
cury) With the latest blues revival just about 
at its peak, Robert Cray has chosen an in- 
teresting moment to diversify. His latest al- 
bum is a foray into Stax-style soul, com- 


plete with sweeping Booker T. & the MG's .: 
፡ the Tail," “Waitin’ in Your Welfare Line"— ፡ 


organ and charts by the Memphis Horns. 


What's more, though Cray is one of the : 
finest straight-ahead guitarists in the field, : 


he has chosen to focus on vocals. There's : 


: Edgar “Buck” Owens was the hippest coun- : 


try cat ever to sport a Nudie suit and a 


served with shrill guitars, pedal steels, 


scrappy fiddles, and stratospherically high 


harmony voices—but he helped to define 


i and refine it in the '60s. This three-CD 
፡ boxed set includes not only the predictable 


hits—*Act Naturally,” “Гуе Got a Tiger by 


but also his first charting single, "Second 
Fiddle," and duets with Rose Maddox, Em- 
mylou Harris, and Dwight Yoakam. As a 
songwriter, Owens was nev- 
er at his best after the ear- 


A RAGE TO DIE: 


Scene from the 
video for Pearl 
Jam's "Jeremy" 


that's no faint praise. 8+ 


THE JAYHAWKS Hollywood Town Hall (Def 


proudly. There's nothing nostalgie about the 
passion and desperation in every syllable of 
singer-songwriter Mark Olson's voice—or in 
the band’s effortless mix of sawdust har. 
monies and craggy electric guitars. A —DB 


Country 


pickin’ and grinnin’ rube of Hee Haw, Alvis 
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still guitar aplenty, but Cray showcases a : 
sly: croon somewhere between Sam Moore 
(of Sam and Dave) and Johnnie Taylor. And 
—BA ፣ 


his sweeping trademark vo- 
eals saved many a cornball 


turn. A- —Alanna Nash 


COLLIN RAYE In This Life 
(Epic) Collin Raye, whose 
treacly “Love, Me” made him 


him—and better taste in ma- 


sweat on “I Want You Bad 


NYH33H4 A325 AQ 1OHS BOLINOM 


with more delicate songs, 


such as the blue "Somebody Else's Moon," ? 
Кауе shows the nuances that separate an ; 
ordinary erooner from a gifted interpretive i 
—AN : 


singer. B 


| Video 


American/Reprise) Talk about wearing your : 
influences on both sleeves: Hollywood Town. : 
Hall sounds like the Everly Brothers backed ; 
by the Rolling Stones during their “Dead : 
Flowers" era, with Neil Young sitting in for 
an occasional vibrato-drenched solo. Yet the ፡ 
Minneapolis-based Hawks wear their hearts i 


PEARL JAM Jeremy (ріс Associated) Pearl ; 
Jam's latest video, for the song "Jeremy," : 
is like an Afterschool Special from hell. : 
This true-story rockudrama features a rag- ; 
ing prepubescent who lets off steam by : 
blowing himself away in front of his sixth- 3 
i grade classmates (MTV censored images of ! 
d the young actor placing a gun into his : 
i mouth). Prior to this gruesome denoue- ; 
; ment, the viewer is assaulted with pseudo- : 
P subliminal phrases like “the serpent was à 
; subtil [sic]" typed across the screen, These d 
፡ video blasts wander into artsy-fartsy terri- : 
: tory, but when Eddie Vedder yowls the ; 
BUCK OWENS The Buck Owens Collection : lyric “Jeremy spoke in class today," a chill i 
(1959-1990) (Rhino) Before he became the : frosts your cranium to the point of queasy ; 
—Michele Romero | 


enjoyment. В+ 


ly 70s, but as this set shows, 


à star last year, apparent- : 
ly had a lot more artistry in 


terial—than his exception- . 
ally bland debut conveyed. : 
His sweet and earnest tenor ; 
could work up a steamier ' 


(And That Ain't Good),” but : 


ling Up 411^ 


IF WE'D BEEN ABLE to tell you the 
big news from Chartland last week, 
and we would have if Labor Day had 
not interfered, we would have talked 
about Mary J. Blige. Her What's the 
411? leaped from No. 20 to No. 9 last 
week, This R&B sensation—some are 
calling her the founder of new-jill 
swing—has already scored with the 
single *You Remind Me." Now, with 
"Real Love,” she seems to be following 
smash with smash. This week 411 hip- 
hops up to No. 6. From the world of 
country comes our only top 10 new- 


comer this week: Vince Gill. His sixth 


album, / Still Believe in You, moves 
from No. 23 to No. 10. 


WEEKS 0ዘ 
CHART 


vix POP ALBUMS 


1 1 BILLY RAY CYRUS ........ 
Some Gave All, Mercury 

2 3 ERICCLAPTON 
Unplugged, Reprise 

3 4 ፻፻ለክ[ህለሽ)....................................... 
Ten, Epic Associated 

4 2 GARTHBROOKS.... 
Beyond the Season, Lil 

5 5 BOBBY BROWN...... 
Bobby, MCA 

6 9 MARY J.BLIGE............ 
What's the 4117, Uptown/ 

7 6 SOUNDTRACK... 
Boomerang, La Fac 

8 7 KRISKROSS... 
Totally Krossed Out, R 


9 10 ENVOGUE.. блу feet hieu 2D] 
Funky Divas, ATCO/East West 
10 23 VINCE GILL. 


I Still Believe in You, MCA 


"JAZZ ALBUMS 
1 1 SHIRLEY ዘ0፪ዘ..................................19 


Here's to Life, Verve 
2 3 DRJOHN. eee ee sell 
Goin' Back 10 New 
Orleans, Warner Bros. 
3 2 WYNTON MARSALIS SEPTET...............15 
Blue Interlude, Columbia 


5 6 CHARLIE HADEN QUARTET WEST. 
Haunted Heart, Verve 


7 7 JOE WILLIAMS... 
Ballad and Blues Master, Ver 
MEL TORME/CLEO LAINE... 
Nothing Without You, Concord 
9 8 KEVINEUBANKS. post 
Turning Point, BL ote/Capitoi 
MCCOY TYNER BIG BAND........ corner 5 
The Turning Point, Verve 


10 13 
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A GAVALCADE OF STAR TREKKERS 
(clockwise from top left) LeVar: 
Burton, Denise Crosby, Michael Dorn, 
Brent Spiner, Gates McFadden, Wil 
Wheaton, Marina Sirtis, Patrick 


Stewart, and Jonathan Frakes 


Re- Generation 


The starship Enterprise keeps on trekkin’—on first- run TV, in daily reruns, and now on 


videocassette, with the release of 18 episodes of the Next series. By STEVE 


፪ о BOLDLY risk offend- : 

ing Trekkers, the release : 

| of STAR TREK: THE NEXT ፣ 
GENERATION (1937-88, Par- ` 

amount, $14.95/$19.95 | 

each).on video seems, at best, illogical. } 
After all; new episodes of the series are ፣ 


still being produced, and syndicated re- 


SEPTEMBER 25, 1992 


runs are running five nights a week in 
most of the country and can be recorded 
off the air for free. If that’s not enough, ; 
a new Star Trek series, Deep Space } Breaks”). But is there really any point 
i to purchasing or renting them? Do they 
i make it as collectibles? 

mount Home Video has released Next : 


i Generation episodes on tape (one show i of the series) is a definitive not quite. 


Nine, premieres on the tube this Jan- 
uary (see story on page 16). Now Para- 


SIMELS 
per cassette) in sequence, from the pi- 


lot (“Encounter at Farpoint”) through 
the 18th episode (“When the Bough 


The answer (even to this big fan : 


5 There are several rea- 
3 sons for this, the most 
salient being that the 


found itself dramatical- 
ly in the weak first 
season. Individual epi- 
sodes stand out as ex- 
ceptions, of course— 
most notably “The Big 
Goodbye,” in which the 


holodeck re-creation of 
Sam Spade-type '40s 
them are essentially 


retreads of the original 
Star Trek series (like 


Naked Time"). 


increasingly aware 0 


in the early episodes) 
the utter lack of con 


} 80 endearing. 


Show had not yet! 


the world of a fictional : 


detective. But most of 


“The Naked Now,” a : 
virtual rewrite of The : 


Worse, watching : 


The show is superbly scored by any : 


Standard and the sound effects as 
important an element of the show's 


had anticipated. 


with Industrial Light and Magic's justi- 


: fiably celebrated effects. When a holo- 

deck door appears out of nowhere, for ፣ 
; example, you can stop-motion the se- : 
quence and see just how flawlessly exe- 
cuted it is; you can also discover (as I : 
did using slow motion) that the minia- 


THE COMMERCIAL 


Video Flyers 


ture bridge crew members visible in the 


: opening-credit Enterprise sequence are 

actually moving around. 

overall impact as the special effects. | 

Another bonus is the smooth tran- | 

; Sitions between the missing com- 
mercial breaks—far less jarring than I : 


Whether these diversions are worth 
$15 or $20 dollars a tape, however, de- 


፡ pends on how big a Trek fan you are (or 


are willing to admit). ГЇЇ probably start 


; collecting the tapes once Paramount 
3 Moreover, Paramount's high-class : 
film-to-tape transfers allow you to play 


; Some interesting freeze-frame games 
crew inhabits a stylish 


begins releasing some of The Next 
Generatiows later, better, episodes— 
particularly the two-parters (the re- 


turn of Spock, for example) that play 


more like feature films than TV epi- 
sodes. This batch of shows was fun to 
catch on their first fly-by, but, with re- 
spects to Scotty, they just haven't got 
staying power. “The Big Goodbye”: B 
The rest: C+ 


them again on tape, : 
with the novelty of : 
their big-budget pro- | 
duction values having ! 
worn off, you grow : 


Star Trek: The Newt : 
Generation’s major : 
flaw (more pronounced : 


flict between the char- : 
acters. Everyone here 
is so damned under- | 
standing and nice to ; 
i each other that it’s like : 
being stuck in some futuristic sensi- ; 
፣ tivity-training seminar. Before long, ! 
} you find yourself pining for the prick- : 
: ly id-ego-superego (MeCoy-Spock-Kirk) : 
; tension that made the original show : 


On the technical side, however, there : 
; are a few advantages to the tapes, i 
; the most crucial being the sound. The ; 
: Newt Generation features some of the 

best stereo available in prime time. 
But it’s a sad fact of life that most 
1 cable systems (not to mention most į 
{ television sets) can't do justice to it, i 


On these tapes, the show's sophis- : 


; 808160 sound design comes across 
: With bone-rattling clarity and terrific 
; Separation (assuming you have a rea- 
i Sonably good home-theater system). 


TIMOTHY WHITEONYX 


IN THE 24TH CENTURY, the crew of the good ship Enterprise may seem 
like one big, happy space family. Off the bridge, however, Star Trek: The Next 
Generation’s ensemble of actors disagree about at least one thing: how to pre- 
sent the popular syndicated TV series on video. 

A problem whenever transferring a TV show to videocassette is pacing— 
that is, how to smooth over the program's ubiquitous commercial breaks. 
Patrick Stewart’s solution would be to bypass the issue altogether. “I feel 
we should have thought about filming something like unbroken stories,” he 
says. “We should shoot the version that’s going to be 
shown with commercials, and then...another ver- 4 
sion...which would just be a cut at the start of the 
next scene.” 

But, with a most un-android-like mischievousness, 
Brent Spiner (Commander Data) diverges from his 
ostensible leader. “I just watched an Hd Sullivan 
Show from 1955,” he counters, “ond it had all the com- 
mercials in it. I couldn't have been happier, be- 
cause there were these 1955 Buicks they 
were trying to sell. It was fabulous.” " 

Ever the purist, Shakespearean stage 
veteran Stewart goes so far as to view 
the program—18 tapes of which have 
been released so far by Paramount 
Home Video—as an organie, still 
growing whole. “I’ve always felt 
that we aren't doing a series of 
single episodes but that we're in 
the process of doing a play—of which, 
e've done 128 acts. Every- 
thing won't be in place until we say 
‘cut’ in the final scene of the last day of 
the series.” —Nisid Hajar! 


so far, W. 


FULLY VESTED: Patrick Stewart out of character 


70 


| 2 ‘murderous 
King Macbeth 


‘Mae’ Attack 


For Macbeth, much ado about nothing new. BY 


PECIAL negative 


Mm tered"— 


tently brilliant filming of MACBETH (79, 


Republic, tape $19.98, disc $49.98, un- ; 
rated, B&W). An added sticker asserts ፡ 
that this version has “21 minutes of nev- : 
er-before-seen footage.” But beware 
i “violently sketched charcoal drawing.” ! 


Why the disingenuous anniversary : too much already.” 


these solemn incantations. 


This cut is an expansion of the butch- : 
ered 90-minute cut that circulated for : 
i [6 45th birthday isn't until 1993? Prob- 
ably to exploit the publicity surround- ፤ 
mess and replaced its Scottish-accent- ፣ ing Welles’ 1952 Othello, which was ! 
ed soundtrack with bland new line read- : 
ings. Yet the newly touted “restoration” : 


was actually done back in 1980 by the : 


years—a version that turned Welles’ 


fever-dream vision into a disjointed : 


UCLA Film Archives and the Folger 


Shakespeare Library. That complete : 


version has played at film festivals and ፣ fore. Tape: 8 Disc: B+ 
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е res-: 
a toration, digitally mas- : 
from the tech- : 
) no-hype text on the : 
package, you'd assume a 
lot of toil and trouble went into the : 
45th-anniversary cassette and disc edi- : 
tions of Orson Welles' stark, intermit- : 


STEVE DALY 


in revival theaters and was already re- 
leased on video by Republie four years 


a well-researched alternate-audio-track 


hoopla now, especially since the mov- 


beth on video is no more regal than be 


| IN SHORT 


Movies 


ONE FALSE MOVE Bill Paxton, Gynda Wil- 


liams (1992, Columbia TriStar, 889.95, R) 


From its brutal beginning—a series of 
murders that make Jn Cold Blood look 
playful—to its extraordinarily moving end- 


: ing, Carl Franklin's highly original thriller 


is coiled tight, ready to snap and draw 
blood. Franklin imbues the story of two 


fugitive sociopathic killers (Billy Bob 
Thornton and Michael Beach) 
coked-up woman friend (Cynda Williams) 


and their 


with a clammy atmosphere where there's 
no letup in dread. Yet nothing's sensation- 


፡ alized here: The human element—particu- 


larly the sheriff of a small Arkansas town 
(Bill Paxton)—is strong enough to keep 
any viewer immobile. 

With an almost aborted theatrical re- 


lease, One False Move was rescued at the 


last minute by enthusiastic crities and a 
New York art house and became a movie- 


buff hit that’s still performing at the box of- 


fice. On video, Franklin's oversize talent 


should finally get the mainstream exposure 
it deserves. The movie's near-documentary 
i feel makes it all the eerier; it's a nightmare 
reported. A- 


— Lawrence O'Toole 


MIND, BODY & SOUL Wings Hauser, Ginger 


i Lynn Allen (1991, A.I.P, $89.95, R) IN BE- 
ago. Granted, the new laserdisc sports : 


TWEEN Wings Hauser, Robert Forster (1992, 


: Monarch, $79.95, PG-13) Two more clas- 
essay by movie scholar Bruce Eder, who ፣ sies from the busiest actor in made-for- 


nicely pulls together a behind-the-scenes : video movies, Wings Hauser. In the ama- 


account of Welles low-budget 23-day ፣ teurish Mind, Body & Soul, he’s an attor- 


shoot. But the tape adds no such bonus. ' ney trying to clear the name of a young 


8, ፤ And for all the harping on visual quality, woman (ex-porn star Ginger Lynn Allen) 


Welles’ Macbeth doesn't depend on pic- i accused of being a member of a murderous 


torial detail so much as on blunt, looming : devil-worshiping cult. Hauser, who tries 
shapes; the director once said he de- his damnedest not to look embarrassed, 


signed the movie to have the force of a should be grateful he’s not the one stuck 


with lines like “I think she already knows 


In Between is odder still: A hybrid of 


Luis Bunuel's The Exterminating Angel 


and Albert Brooks’ Defending Your Life, 


i it stars Hauser as a self-centered jerk 
restored and rereleased to theaters a 


few months ago. It's well worth hail- house (actually purgatory) with two female 


ing Welles’ tortured Scottish king anew, : strangers and is visited by a grim reaper 


but unless you own a dise player, Mac- named Vinnie, It's nice to see Hauser in a 


who awakens in a locked Los Angeles 


non-genre role for a change, but this al- 


: most unwatchable talkathon is all long 


n Wanna Hold Your Hand 
A generation heard it and believed it. 
And popular music would never be 


“ጨም Suddenly 


MUSIC was ድ | ፡ | more than a 


pastime. 


v Im was a 
passion. It ሥ. | 
changed | the way we 
dressed, fa = stalked, and 
even Made love. musicians not only 
sang to us. They sang for us. And the 


grew our hair 


distance between performer and 
audience disappeared forever. 


Thats the power of entertainment. 
It’s America's Passion. ER 


ENTERTAINMENT 


ws = are it rum 


T to the world of entertainment. 
'he 24 ho sle network dedicated 


72 


takes, shaky hand-held cameras, and insipid : 
dialogue. And the funny thing is, it isn't 


played for laughs. Mind, Body & Soul: D- 
In Between: D 


OPERATION DAMES Eve Meyer, Chuck Hen- : 
derson (1957, Columbia TriStar, $9.95, un- : 
rated) SUBMARINE SEAHAWK John Bentley, : 
Brett Halsey (1958, Columbia TriStar, : 
$9.95, unrated) Most notable for its rock & ; 
roll/sci-fi/horror/biker flicks and for Roger 
Corman movies in the '50s and '60s, Amer- ` 
ican International Pictures also offered | 
more traditional fare—in this case, war 
pietures much like the big-studio offerings : 


but on minuseule budgets. Part of Co- 


lumbia TriStar's ongoing series of AIP d 


reissues, Submarine Seahawk is a World 


War II tale about the search for a phantom 


Japanese fleet; Operation Dames centers 
on a USO troupe caught behind enemy 


lines in Korea. Neither particularly lingers ; 
in the memory, apart from an occasional : 


dialogue howler (from Dames: *Did you 


ever try to stop a woman with an itch?”), : 
and both have obviously impoverished pro- : 
፡ OMEN IV: THE AWAKENING Faye Grant, Mi- 

chael Lerner (1991, FoxVideo, $89.98, un- : 
rated) A congressman's adopted daughter 


duction values. But they're not boring, and : 
for the sheer fun of experiencing the bot- : 


TUESDAY 9/29 

ቀ Rock Bottom Remainders (1992, 
BMG) Performance of writers’ rock 
group, featuring Stephen King and 
Amy Tan. 


WEDNESDAY 9/30 
ቀ Criss Gross (1992, MGM/UA, R) 
Goldie Hawn as a struggling single 
mother. 
| ¢ Falling From Grace (1992, 
Columbia TriStar, PG-13) John 
| Mellencamp's acting-directing 
debut: a love story about singer 
returning to hometown. 

% € Cindy Crawford: Shape Your 
р Body Workout (1992, GoodTimes) 
Exercise vid from the supermodel. 


THURSDAY 10/1 

ቀ Beethoven (1992, MC A/Universal, 
PG-13) Shaggy-dog tale starring 
Charles Grodin. 

“My Cousin Vinny (1992, For Video, R) 
Bumbling lawyer Joe Pesci takes on the 
Southern judicial system. 
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— Doug Brod : 


: phers in nearly every scene. c- 


፡ AFLAME: Paris Is Burning's queen mothers, Angie Xtravaganza and Dorian Corey 


tom half of a '50s drive-in double bill, 
they're well worth a rental. Seahawk: B- 


Dames: C+ —Steve Simels 


: turns out to be antisocial hellspawn in this 
} third sequel to the 1976 horror classic. Be- { 
sides Michael Lerner's wild crane-assisted 
i demise and a chilling snake attack, theres 
: not much bite to this puny shocker whose 
: “background” music quashes the cast of ei- 
—DB ፣ 
as Nemec himself that they were about to 
; witness a doomsday scenario. The shocked 


: crew soon finds its cameras trained on So- 
i PARIS IS BURNING (1991, Academy, $89.95, ` 
iR) Taking its name from one of the Harlem 
drag balls it documents, Paris Is Burning is 
: a portrait of the truly disenchfranchised— : Red Army was not “invited.” 
black and Hispanic drag queens—and their 
: self-created world of illusion and disillusion. i 
i Ineubators of the voguing craze that 
; Madonna later latched onto, these balls also P Instead, with unantieipated scenes such 
; gave rise to a subculture of gay street 


Documentary 


gangs who formed “houses,” creating fami- 
i ly values the likes of which Dan Quayle 
: couldn't imagine. 


Director Jennie Livingston was at the 


competition sequences, Paris Is Burning 
bristles with excitement; some will want to 
watch these parts over and over for their 


; infusions of energy. In quieter moments, the 


film achieves a rare poignancy. A- --ይዐዕ 
ORATORIO FOR PRAGUE (1968, Facets, $19.95, 
B&W) In August 1968, Prague director Jan 
Nemec set out to film a carnival and ended 


; up shooting a war. Wide-eyed and earnest, 


Oratorio for Prague catches Czechs and 


፲ Slovaks reveling in hippie love, folk tradi- 


tions, and the human face of Socialist 
Alexander Dubcek, all as blissfully unaware 


; viet tanks, shooting the raw footage that 
: would first show the world that, contrary 
; to official statements from the USSR, the 


The film Nemec had planned would 
probably have been a sweet trifle, a spec- 


: tacle of dancing teens and smiling grannies. 


as that of a grandmother facing down tanks 


| with a portrait of her president, the film- 
; maker's naiveté only underscores the 
Р poignant futility of his compatriots' 
i i protests. A- 
right place at the right time with her cam- ፡ 
i era. Dressed in costumes fit for a Paris run- : M u Si ር 
i way, each strutting participant for a mo- 
ment becomes his fantasy, which, whether : EN VOGUE: FUNKY DIVAS (1992, A*Vision, 
it’s a Vogue model or a Wall Street exec, is ; $14.98) “I wear tight clothing/And high- 


i nearly always based on a white ideal. In the : heeled shoes,” wails one of En Vogue's four 


— Susan Chumsky 


(o 
nutrition of 


When it comes to the 
nutrition you demand for your 
dog, not even Science Diet* 
surpasses the nutritionally 
advanced formula of Cycle. 

A formula developed with 
veterinarians to deliver the 
balanced nutrition you used to 
never find in the supermarket. 
But don't take our word for it. 
Because there's only one way 
to see if Cycle lives up to your 
standards. And that decision, 
we'llleave to you. And your 
Veterinarian. — 

ከኤር... 


Неф Keep Your Ашый Dog 
Lj Condition. 


5 ADVANCED NUTRITION CYCLE 
PUPPY ADUL © 1992 The Quaker Oats Company. 


Palmolive Company. 
“Science Diet is a Product and Registered Trademark ol the Colgate- 


sassy singers. "That doesn't mean that 
I'm a prostitute." These sweet-voiced 


women have no qualms about strutting i 
their stuff for the TV masses, and the : 


three clips compiled on Funky Divas, 


all from the group's recent hit album of : 
the same name, are Godiva-quality eye : 
candy. Sure, the songs could be sharper : 
— the best one is the sultry Curtis May- : 
a rental cassette. It crimps Boys’ original ; 
; rectangular images, so that when James : 
Caan and Bette Midler take bows as a bick- 
E ering USO song-and-dance team, you miss a i 
Е bit of their faces. And the vibrant colors of : 
Bette's costumes bleed so much that you ; 
end up focusing on hues instead of on her. : 

The four eutting-room outtakes that Ry- : 
dell introduces don't add much; the one mi- 
nor treat, the stars’ rendition of “Baby, It's : 
Cold Outside," suffers from rough-mix à 


field-penned “Giving Him Something He 
Can Feel,” and “My Lovin' (You're Never 


Gonna Get It)" has a cool, mantra-like hook. : 


But songs aren't really the point with 
En Vogue. 


The strongest impression one gets Е 
from the interviews included here is that E 
these women most emphatically did not : 


hone their harmonies in a schoolyard; the 


quartet is a totally manufactured one. З 
Footage of the funky divas in rehear- : 
sal, sans wigs, costumes, and makeup, З 
reveals that in “real life" they look noth- : 
ing like their video selves—which, strange- В 
ly, renders the illusion that much more ; 
—Glenn Kenny ! 


satisfying. B 


ERASURE: ABBA-ESQUE (1992, Mute/Blektra, i 
$9.98) For this collection of cover versions : 
of some of the Swedish Chipmunks' chest- : 


nuts, the British synth-pop duo offers four 


retro- 70s clips that are colorful, сатру, and : 
essentially meaningless. Musically, Erasure : 
somehow makes “Lay All Your Love on : 
Me,” “S.0.S.,” “Take a Chance on Me,” and : 
“Voulez Vous” sound even more artificial 
i screenwriter Charles Bennett. B- 


than the originals. C+ 


BACKSEAT DIVAS: En Vogue's Cindy Herron, Dawn Robinson, Terry Ellis, and Maxine Jones : 
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: Laserdiscs 


rim shot? This "special edition" barely beats 


sound. Given Boys' limited appeal—it's 


spun from hoary show-biz clichés that grow { 
more laughably absurd with repeat view- ; 
ings—maybe the very idea of packaging it 
—SD : 


as a collectible is for the birds. C- 


BLACKMAIL Anny Ondra, Sara Allgood (1929 


Criterion, $49.95, unrated) Hitchcock’s first : 
talkie links hypnotic montages with tedious : 
፡ chat as a Scotland Yard lug shields his girl- 


friend from a murder rap. Bits of sonic bril- 
liance stand out, like the word knife sud- 


denly making the culprit jump; too bad ፤ 
there's nothing that sharp on the dise’s al- 
ternate audio track, featuring 92-year-old £ 


—SD 


FOR THE BOYS Bette Midler, James Caan ; 
(1991, Image/FoxVideo, $49.98, R) In an : 
: epilogue taped for this dise, director Mark 
፡ Rydell (The Rose) congratulates viewers for 
having “the good taste" to appreciate the : 
format’s “primo quality.” Is he fishing for a : 


School Dazed 


WiTH THE kids back in school, new re- 
leases aren't enjoying the jump they of- 
ten get during summer vacation. Other 
than The Lawnmower Man and Fern- 
Gully... The Last Rainforest edging into 
the top 10, rentals are about the same as 
the past two weeks. In their debut week, 
several non-blockbusters that would be 
expected to make a video splash— 
American Me (No. 11), Ladybugs (No. 
17), and Mississippi Masala (No. 39)— 
await those homework-free weekends. 

The sales side finds yet more proof of. 
the cliché that you're only as old as you 
feel: Jane Fonda's 16th exercise tape 
holds on to the No. 10 position for its 
second week—10 years after Fonda pio- 
neered the fitness-video industry with 
Jane Fonda's Workout. 


wx RENTALS “т” 
1 1 WHITE MEN CAN'T JUMP .................... 4 
Wesley Snipes (FozVideo) 
2 4 FINALANALYSIS............................... 3 
Kim Basinger (Warner) 
5 2 FRIED GREEN TOMATOES....................4 


Mary Stuart Masterson (MC A Universal) 
4 3 WAYNE'S ሃ/0810.............................. 5 
Mike Myers (Paramount) 


5 6 THEPRINGE OF TIDES .. 
Barbra Streisand (Col 


6 5 MEDICINE Mak. . .. . ..... . . . .. . .. 4 
Sean Connery (Hollywood) 
7 8 THELAWNMOWER MAN...................... 3 


Pierce Brosnan (New Line) 


8 7 THEHAND THAT ROCKS THE GRADLE....10 
Rebecca De Mornay (Hollywood) 


9 9 MEMOIRS OF AN INVISIBLE MAN ........... 4 
Chevy Chase (Warner) 
10 11 ፻፪፪ዘ6ሀ[ቪሂ...................................... 3 


Animated (FozVideo) 


SALES 


1 1 FERNGULLY..... 
Animated (FoxVid 


2 2 WAYNE’S WORLD 


Mike Myers (Paramount, $24.95) 


5 4 CASABLANCA: 50TH ANNIVERSARY ....... 3 
Humphrey Bogart (MGM/UA, $24.98) 


(Columbia TriStar, $24.95) 
5 3 ROCK-A-DOODLE .............................. 4 
Animated (HBO, $24.98) 


6 6 THE GREAT MOUSE DETECTIVE.. 
Animated (Disney, $24.99) 


7 9 SING ALONG SONGS: BE OUR GUEST. 13 
Animated (Disney, $12.99) 

8 В 1010А1МАТАН5............................ 23 
Animated (Disney, $25.99) 

9 7 TERMINATOR 2: JUDGMENT DAY .......... 6 
A. Schwarzenegger (Carolco, $19.98). 

10 10 JANEFONDA'SSTEP AEROBIC............-- 2 

June Fonda (Warner, $24.97) 


SOURCE: VIDEO BUSINESS. 
FORTHE WEEK ENDING SEPTEMBER 18 
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Come to the Lenox Village 


igh ==: 2 r 


for a beautiful decorating idea. 


The Lenox Village Canisters . . . four 
original works of art that will bring 
the charm and beauty of a country 
village to your kitchen. 


- Each canister is as distinctive as it 
is delightful. You'll store your flour 
in an old-fashioned bake shoppe. 
Your coffee in a charming cafe. Your 
tea and sugar in picture-perfect cot- 
tages. All individually crafted in 
porcelain, and lavished with invit- 


ing architectural details—elaborately 
ornamented gables and beautifully 
ornate doorways. 

As the perfect Lenox? touch, each 
porcelain canister is also decorated 
with a fanciful botanical motif that 
illustrates the good things that are 
stored within. 

This Lenox collection will look 
wonderfully at home in your kitchen, 
providing a beautiful new accent 


for your decor. And these imported 
canisters are practical, as well— 
completely washable. 


They're so easy to acquire. Sub- 
scribe, and you'll receive a new 
canister every three months. Pay 
$89.25 for each canister, in three 
monthly installments of just $29.75 
each. Your satisfactions guaranteed. 
Respond by October 19, 1992. You 


| Please mail by October 19, 1992. 


| Please enter my subscription for 


| The Lenox Village Canisters, a set of four, Name 


| to be crafted for me in porcelain. [ p 
| receive a new canister approximate y 
| E three months, and will be billed 
| for each canister in three monthly in- 

t . 
| installment due just before shipment. 


| Mail to: Lenox Collections 
| po. Box 3020, Langhorne, PA 19047-9120 


[iments of $29.75" each, with the first 


need send no money now. 723676 
| 
| 
| 
| 

PLEASE PRINT | 
Address | 
City. | 
State 2p — | 
723676 | 
Plus $6.98 per canister for shipping, handling and 
insurance, Sales tax will be billed if applicable. | 
STEN CE CLS IE 


THE KIDS ARE BACK in school : 


[ረ 


eS 


and already longing for a res- ' 
pite from the books. But is : 
Christopher Columbus: The 
Discovery or The Last of the 
Mohicans too close to history 
class to hold their interest? Will 


Beethoven have them practicing the : 


Е piano or begging for a new pet? Will Sneakers inspire 
2 teens to join the basketball team or the computer club? 
| Here, some study notes to September's movies and videos. 
A 


L Movies 


CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS: THE DISCOVERY ። 
What It's About: Overblown version : 
of Columbus’ quest to sail the unchart- į 
ed seas to the East Indies, and the im- 2 | 
killed by the natives. ቀ Profanity: None. | 
፡ ቀ Mature Themes: Perseverance pays off, 


CHRIS CROSS: Gorraface (left) parries 


LOGOTYPE BY JONATHAN HOEFLER: ILLUSTRATION BY RICHARD MCGUIRE 
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ing out of his side, a shark eating a live 
man and a dead carcass. The mutineers : 
take hostages at knifepoint, a man kills 
his father, and the other sailors are : 


Columbus shown to be a self-serving, : 
money-hungry obsessive. 


SNEAKERS ቀ What It’s About: A bunch of : 


፡ offbeat surveillance geniuses (including : 
: Dan Aykroyd, River Phoenix, and Dav- : 
Е id Strathairn), led by Robert Redford, ፡ 
get in over their hightops when they 
agree to do some illegal work for a 
branch of our government. Or is it our 
፣ government? € Will Kids Want to Watch ፡ 
possible, as well as implausible, obsta- : 
cles he overcomes. € Will Kids Want to ፡ 
Watch It? They might be interested : 
in anyone who gets them a day off from 
school, but this overly melodramatic : 
telling of the odyssey of Columbus 
(George Corraface) shouldn't be used : 
as a replacement for real history. : 
MPAA: PG-13. ቀ Sex/Nudity: Many shots 
of women's naked breasts, some breast 
grabbing. ቀ Drugs/Alcohol: None. € Vio- £ 
lence/Scariness: Screams of torture, a 
traitor found dead with a knife stick- : 


SPIES LIKE US: (from left) Sneakers’ 
Phoenix, Strathairn, Aykroyd, and Redford ፣ 


: It? The title alone will entice youngsters, : 


but this is no Air Jordan commercial, 


It's probably too technical for young 


kids and too slow for the teen set. But 


፡ teen girls will get a kick out of Phoenix. | 


€ MPAA: PG-13. ቀ Sex/Nudity: A woman : 


i inabra.® Drugs/Alcohol: None. ቀ Vio- 


lence/Scariness: A Russian diplomat and 


| his driver are shot todeath, Redford 


gets knocked out twice then returns the 

favor, some shooting.® Profanity: About : 
five harsh words. Mature Themes: | 
The film depicts the National Security : 


፡ Agency, the FBI, and the CIA as dan- Я 


gerously out of control. 


THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS ቀ What it's 
About: Strong, brutally realistic version : 
of James Fenimore Cooper's novel : 


: about the 1757 war between France апа ፣ 
: Britain and about Hawkeye (Daniel : 
| Day-Lewis), a white man raised by 


"E 


\ LAST LOVERS: Day-Lewis shelters Stowe 


Mohicans who falls for the daughter 
(Madeline Stowe) of a British officer. : 
ቀ Will Kids Want to Watch It? Kids love : 
Hollywoodized films about cowboys and : 
Indians, but this isn’t fluff—it’s the real 


stuff. The intense violence is certainly) 


not suitable for younger children. Even į 
some adults may turn squeamish at the 
bloody encounters. If not for the vio- : 
lence, Mohicans would be highly recom- ; 


; mended for children due to its uncom- : 
; monly balanced depiction of Native : 


Americans and our early history. i 
ቀ MPAA: Е.Ф Sex/Nudity: None. Drugs/ : 


i Alcohol: None. Violence/Scariness: i 
፣ Whether by tomahawk, sword, or gun- : 
} fire, there are a minimum of 90 killings 1 


that are all grimly realistic. This is one : 


፣ tough flick.€ Profanity: None.€ Mature d 
j Themes: Placing family safety over blind : 


obedience. The human cost of war. 


2: 
с 
7 
H 
6 
: 
а: 
5 
9 
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E BUDDY PICTURE: Crystal as Mr.’s Young 


; MR. SATURDAY NIGHT Ф What It's About: 
i Forty years of Buddy Young Jr. (Billy : 
| Crystal), a hilarious, self-centered, : 
¦ borscht-belt comic who blames every- : 
one but himself for his not making it to 
Í the top. Will Kids Want to Watch It? : 
They may want to see it because of 
; city-slicker Crystal, and some of his : 
physical shtick will erack them up, : 
but most of the snappy, nonstop one- à 
liners are aimed at adults. And the 
፡ sappy stuff involving relationships : 
is sure to make kids impatient. ቀ MPAA: ` 
R. ቀ Sex/Nudity: None. Drugs/Alco- : 
i hol: None. € Violence/Scariness: A 
i slapping fight between the two aged 
brothers. Profanity: About 41 harsh : 
words, or more than one every three ; 
: minutes. ቀ Mature Themes: Buddy gets 
| laughs even at the expense of his daugh- | 
; ter; taking responsibility for one's 
; own life. ; 


: STAY TUNED € What It's About: Television ን 
i addict John Ritter and wife Pam 
| Dawber get sucked into a TV land from 


_ CAPTIVE AUDIENCE: Tuned's Dawber, Ritter | 
| See 
B hell. If they can survive for 24 hours 
; they will be allowed to leave un 

harmed.e will Kids Want to Watch it? 
i They get a charge out of all the movie 
and show spoofing, though some of : 


MISLEADING PACKAGING 


The Name Game 


You’RE SO PROUD: The kids are get- 
ting independent, picking out their own 
clothes, even their own videos. But be 
forewarned: A little over-the-shoulder 
guidance in the video store can pre- 
vent some unhappy surprises at home. 
Often, the movie on a cassette isn't quite 
as kid-oriented as the title or the pack- 
aging implies. Take the innocent-sound- 
ing The Little Girl Who Lives Down the 
Lane, which turns out to be the tale of a 


teen with a taste for human flesh. For some N 
other eye-openers, read on. — Linda Movish 


MOVIE TITLE SOUNDS LIKE 
BEDTIME Something to 
STORY watch in Dr. Den- 


(1963, MCA, : ton's, clinging to a 
not rated) ! stuffed animal. 
BIRDY Ё А boy and his pet 
(1984, RCA/ = parakeet. 
Columbia, R) : 


A BOY AND ፤ Old Yeller II 


COVER LOOKS LIKE 


: A bad Hirschfeld 
Р caricature of three 
፡ people playing 

: tug-of-war. 


: With a little inge- 
i nuity and a lot of 

: Elmer's glue a boy 
really flies. 


i A happy face 


WHAT IT REALLY IS 


i Two con men go 

; to great lengths to 
т bilk a naive, gor- 

: geous woman. 


i The story of a 

፣ schizophrenic who 
E pursues his desire 
to be a bird. 


: A telepathic ca- 


HIS DOG i within a cloud. i nine helps a young 
(1975, : à punk forage for 
Media, R) i food and women. 
THE HAND- i Something penned Natasha Richard- : Two parts 

MAID'S TALE : by the Brothers : son, pretty in red. d Stepford Wives, 
(1990, Grimm. ; ; one part Hitlers 
HBO,R) | ; master plan. 

THE LOST ; Peter Pan’s old i Teenagers looking | The Crips and the 
BOYS à gang got their : cool in black and E Bloods have noth- 
(1987, B own feature. ; white. 2 ing on this gang: 
Warner, R) 2 i | They're vampires. 
A TIGER'S | A National Geo- : Ann-Margret as a : Aan school se- 
TALE : graphic documen- Е heavenly creature. : pies gets ehe! 
(1988, i tary filmed on = with his gint 
KVC, R) i friend's mother. 


i location. 


PROM NIGHT | Gidget gets а 
(1980, | corsage. 
MCAR) i 


: Jamie Lee Curtis, 
i photogenic in 
፣ close-up. 


i A slasher film, 
and the school 
halls are flowing 
i with blood. 
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it is a bit too warped for young kids, 
such as “Sadistic Home Videos,” : 
“Autopsies of the Rich and Famous,” : 
and “Driving Over Miss Daisy.” For : 
the most part, however, Stay Tuned is 
a lot of harmless fun. € MPAA: PG. 
Sex / Nudity: None. Drugs / Alcohol: : 
None. © Violence/Scariness: Mostly 
cartoon-variety slapstick violence. : 


Also, there is a brutal wrestling match, 


a frostbitten finger is snapped off, : 
there is a fight with vicious wolves, : 


Ritter knocks out two thugs and shoots 
another, machine-gun fire sprays all 


run over, and there's a major sword 


pends on how you look at it. 


3 NINJAS € What It's About: A cross : 
between The Karate Kid, Teenage ! 
Mutant Ninja Turtles, and The Brady : 
Bunch. Sitcom-type story about an : 
Asian grandfather who teaches his : 


three American grandchildren (Chad 
Power, Max Elliott Slade, and Michae 
Treanor) the martial arts of the ninjas 
which the boys immediately put to 
good use in fighting off some bad guys 
* Will Kids Want To Watch It? It’s the 
fantasy of lots of young kids to be 
allowed to kiek and punch at will 
There is plenty of violence (mostly 
slapstick, but some realistic), and wise 
old Grandpa actually teaches the kids 
the most painful spots on the human 


body to hit. € MPAA: PG. € Sex/Nudity: : 


1992 


None. ቀ Drugs/Alcohol: None. ቀ Vio- 
lence/Scariness: Bad guy ninjas shoot 
and fight it out with FBI agents, same 


ninjas attack Grandpa and minor : 


disciples, the kids beat up some really 
dumb would-be kidnappers, Grand- 
pa knocks out approximately 22 bad 
guys before engaging in a final 


showdown with the top bad guy. : 


Top bad guy gets shot in shoulder. 
€ Profanity: None. 9 Mature Themes: 
The importance of paying attention to 
your kids; *a ninja should never 


፡ be overconfident.” 
over a a nightclub, poor Miss Daisy is 
m 

fight between Ritter and a satanic bad ; Videos 
guy. ቀ Profanity: Just three hellish ። 
phrases. € Mature Themes: How men : 
should pay more attention to their : 
mates around the house than to the big 
basketball game on television, or how : 
women shouldn't bother their mates ፣ 
during an important game. It all de- : 
; sionally funny. But he was better off 
፡ at camp. ቀ MPAA: PG. ቀ Sex/Nudity: : 
: None. ቀ Drugs/Alcohol: None. ቀ Vio- 

; lence/Scariness: A little girl is chased 

| by a strange creature. The troll is 
: seary only at first glance; he turns : 
kids into wooden dolls and scares a 
girl in her bed. An army of trolls : 
፡ attacks kids and their parents. Troll 
: explodes during big finale. ቀ Profanity: : 
None. € Mature Themes: Believe your 
: kids when they tell you they've seen : 
BRIO TRIO: Ninjas’ Treanor, Power, Slade 


ERNEST SCARED STUPID ቀ What It’s - 
About: Fulfilling a prophecy, Ernest’s : 
extraordinary stupidity sets loose a a 
child-stealing troll. Strangely, only | 
Ernest can save the day. ቀ Will Kids : 
Want to Watch It? Ernest allows the : 
the vet, a dog attacks bad guys, a lit- 


kids to feel superior, and he is occa- 


a monster. 


KISS ME, STUPID: Varney pets a pooch 


YOUNG BEETHOVEN: Tom, Gastile, Karr 


veterinarian. Ф Will Kids Want To Watch 
It? Without a doubt. The dog and the 
film lose none of their charm on the 


small screen. It's a cute, funny, and 


sentimental story, though some scenes 
with the bad vet might unnerve young 
kids. € MPAA: PG. © Sex/Nudity: None. 
Ф Violence/Scariness: A dognapping, 
talk about shooting a dog in the head. 
A little girl almost drowns, a vet- 
erinarian hits a dog, Grodin punches 


tle dog bites the vet in the groin, the 
vet gets stabbed with syringes, bad 
guys are mauled by two Dobermans. 
Profanity: None. ቀ Mature Themes: 
Importance of family over material suc- 
cess, good versus evil, to drool or not 
to drool. 3 


i LADYBUGS Ф What It's About: The Bad 


News Bears without the Bears. 
Rodney Dangerfield foolishly agrees 
to coach a girl's soccer team, but of 


; course he knows nothing about the 
sport. His solution? He gets his 
BEETHOVEN € What It's About: Grumpy : 
Charles Grodin unwillingly adopts a a 
slobbering Saint Bernard for his kids : 
(Christopher Castile, Sarah Rose Karr, : 
and Nicholle Tom) but eventually falls : 
for the big pooch while battling an evil : 
i find some of Ladybugs funny. Rodney 
; Is such a loser here that it's hard not 
; to feel compassion for him. ቀ MPAA: 
РС-18. € Sex/Nudity: Hand on clothed 
| butt, tasteless incest humor, sexual 
З double entendres. ቀ Drugs/Alcohol: 
: Rodney has a few drinks in a bar. 


girlfriend's soccer star son to dress 
as a girl so he can play on the team. 
It’s weird. € Will Kids Want to Watch 
It? This one's very dumb and ridic- 
ulous, yet it somehow seems a bit 
less so on the small screen. Kids will 


ቀ Violence/ Scariness: Minor soccer 


: brawl. € Profanity: 17, not counting 
| Rodney in shorts. ቀ Mature Themes: 
| The usual—getting one's priorities 
| in order, —Jeff Menell 
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Till Liz Do Us Part 


BY JESS CAGLE 


Eddie and : 
Debbie seemed | 
the perfect 
couple when : 
they wed in | 


1955. Wrong. | 


THE HAPPY DAY: : 
Fisher (center) and : 
Reynolds were i 
joined in a brief i 
civil ceremony in : 
Grossinger, N.Y. ; 


wholesome Eisenhower-era values. 
When “Thinking of You” crooner Ed- 
die Fisher, 27, and Singin’ in the Rain 


vows on Sept. 26, 1955, they took their 
place among Hollywood's perfect cou 


d Perfection, alas, is hard to maintain. 
i Even before Eddie shocked the nation three year: 
፣ later by leaving Debbie for Liz Taylor, the couple 


i knew they were making a mistake. “There was so ! 
: Carmel, Calif., she covered the walls with old fan- 


much press we more or less felt obligated to get 
; married,” recalls Fisher, who still remembers feel 
ing “shock” on his wedding day. “I think Debbie 
i was trying to figure out a way to get out of it, too.’ 
: Through the births of two children, Carrie in 


1956 and Todd in 1958, the couple considered di- 
i voree, then went for broke soon after Todd was ; 
i born, when Eddie's consolation of Liz (the recent : 
i widow of Fisher’s best friend, producer Mike Todd) Е 
turned to romance. Debbie sued for divorce, Eddie 
፤ became Liz's fourth husband, and the ensuing ፡ 
i headline blizzard still makes the Woody-and-Mia | 


storm look like a mild flurry. 


Ironically, Debbie won the war. Mass public : 
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HEY WERE the chirpy white hopes of : 


support for her (Reynolds wailed that Liz had 


: wrecked her “ideal” marriage) catapulted Debbie 
: into the $1-million-a-year range, making her one of 
: the few actresses in Liz's income bracket. Fisher's 
starlet Debbie Reynolds, 23, exchanged ፡ 


newly rotten image, however, cost him his NBC 


; variety show. And all this tsuris for nothing: Liz 
; took up with Richard Burton four years later. 
ples. Heck, even their dimples matched. : 


later, says Eddie, Debbie groused to him, “Why 


Debbie and Eddie never quite made up. Years 


lidn’t you just ዮ-- her?" At least daughter Carrie 
has kept a sense of humor about the whole thing. 
During a Labor Day family reunion this month in 


ine covers chronicling her parents’ split. And how 
did Mom and Dad get along? “Oh, Debbie and I just 
lo not," says Eddie. “We’re fire and water" ቀ 


| TIME CAPSULE | 
Sept. 26, 1955 


MITCH MILLER’s “The Yellow Rose of 
Texas” was No. 1 for the fourth week, Sloan 
Wilson dressed up the best-seller lists with The 
Man in the Gray Flannel Suit, and The 
$64,000 Question was TV's big winner. 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, 
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy. 


1 mg. “lar”, 0] mg. nicotine. 
Lowest of all brands: Ultra Carlton: less than 0.5 mg. "tar", 


less than 0,05 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FIC method. 


